
Tom Barker (1855-1925)

Tom was the eldest son of  TR Barker who immigrated to Australia in 1854 on the  “General Hewitt”

Journalist  Tom 'Old Sport' “Red Gum” Barker returned to Ipswich in 1890 to rejoin the 

Queensland Times as Foreman after almost a decade away working in northern Queensland and 

at Brisbane newspapers. Tom was involved in cricket and boxing and soccer

Tom was also member of the State Military Forces and became a Staff Sergeant

Tom Barker, aka T.J. Barker, aka 'Old Sport’ and “Red Gum” as a  journalist reported on cricket

and football. 

Despite being heavily involved in cricket Tom wrote extensively on soccer for 35 years
Tom(Old Sport,“Red Gum” ) Barker

               (1855-1925)

Queensland Times(1880’s) Photo Source:Queensland Times(13) Ipswich Geneology

Sir  Walter Scott wrote-"My foot is on my native heath, and my name is MacGregor-----I write----- My name. 

At Silkstone I notice great improvements-comfortable residences where once were large fields of cotton, and, while my 

eye is intent on watching the redoubtable Tom Barker, of Blackstone fame, teaching a number of hardy 

Silkstonian’s the art of football "dribbling" under British Association rules

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/rendition/nla.news-article123050197.txt
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