
 
 

 

Mustn’t and Don’t Have To 
 
Use & Form  
 
Mustn’t and don’t have to have different meanings. 
 

 Use Form 

Mustn’t  
(must not) 

When a rule tells you NOT 
to do something 

I 
You 
We 
They  

Mustn’t Swim here 

Don’t have to  
(Do not)  
 
Doesn’t have to  
(Does not)  

When something is not 
necessary 

I 
You 
We 
They  

Don’t have to 

Swim here 

He 
She 

Doesn’t have to  

 
Examples 
 

Form Reason 

I 
You 
We 
They 
He  
She 

mustn’t 

smoke here There is a ‘no smoking’ sign. 

 

 
 

enter here There is a ‘no entry’ sign 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Form Reason 

I 
You 
We 
They 

Don’t 
have to 

shop here 

We can shop here, but there 
are many places to go 
shopping 
  

He 
She 

Doesn’t 
have to  

go to the library 
They can go to the library, but 
they can also study 
somewhere else  

 


