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SETUP

Place the GRAND PIANO in the center of the stage with the lid down and keyboard facing away from audience. Place the
CELLO and VIOLIN on top of the piano as shown in the staging diagram. Place the PIANO BENCH behind the keyboard so that it
may be stood on. Because the bench is used to step onto, its surface should be a flat and hard material. Therefore, it may be
better to use the most appropriate elevated bench, table, or chair available. Place the METAL CHAIN on the ground next to the
bench on its stage right side. The length of the chain should be long enough so that when one end of the chain is held in the bow
hand of performer Il, the other end bounces on the ground. The MUSIC STAND should be placed on the far stage right position.
Even if the music at this location is memorized, the stand is still required to play on for Revelation 6. If the music played on top
of the piano lid is not memorized, the sheet music can be placed on the lid itself.

The FLUTE and performer lll begin in between the piano and audience, kneeling on the ground. In front of the flutist, place a
MICROPHONE on a stand, connected to an INTERFACE by XLR CABLE, which is then connected to a DISTORTION PEDAL by 7-
INCH CABLE, and finally connected to an AMPLIFIER by another 7.-INCH CABLE. The microphone should be easily removed from
the stand (for Rev. 6) and the interface should be in reach of performer lll, both for on-the-fly gain adjustments (if needed) and
for unplugging the cable (for Rev. 5). The timbre and quality of the amplified material can be chosen by the performers, but
feedback should only happen for the first action on Revelation 5 when performer Ill holds the microphone and slowly rotates
towards the amplifier. If the music played in front of the piano is not memorized, the sheet music can be placed on the floor
beneath the microphone.

Ideally, the performers should only be visible when they are under a powered SPOTLIGHT. Any color spotlight can be used.
The stage should be near-pitch black at all locations not lit by a spotlight. The lighting should be controlled manually by a fourth
performer. Performer | and performer Il should be dressed in all black with BLACK FEATHERS glued to (at least) their arm
sleeves. CROW MASKS should also be worn by these performers. Any style of mask can work, including masquerade, poly paper,
styrofoam, or manufactured plastic masks. Performer Il should be dressed in a lighter color, either all white or any vibrant color
to differentiate from performer | and performer Il. Additional visual elements may be added by the performers as desired.

Optionally, two other string instruments and another wind instrument can be used (i.e.: electric bass, electric guitar, and
saxophone). If done, it is up to the performers to translate the notated music to fit their instrument (such as using a plectrum to
scrape the strings instead of a bow).



STRING CLEF

Shows the entire length of the
instrument strings, with the
middle line representing the
bridge location. Black notes
indicate bow placement and
red notes indicate finger
placement. Vertical bowing is
notated with black notes
without a down or up bow
symbol, and should be done
on all 4 strings if possible.

ALT STRING CLEF

¢

Each space on the top half
is represents a single
finger, while the bottom
portion is bowing area.
This clef is used when all 4
fingers are placed on a
string as close to the nut or
end of fingerboard as
possible. The number at
the top of the staff
indicates the string used.

NOTATION

The score consists of 8 pages, or “Revelations”, and should be played in order from one to eight. Each page has 3 elements:
Revelation text, performer diagrams, and staff music. The Revelation text should be used by the performers to enter the “fictional”
world of the piece. The eighth Revelation may be used as program notes for the audience if booklets are used for the concert.
The next element, performer diagrams, show both changes in performer positioning and pictograms of new techniques. Finally,
the staff music itself is the actions done by performers. These staves are only present when actions are required. For example,
Revelation 2 has no notated staff music for performer Ill because they should sit still in complete darkness and silence for this
Revelation. The various staves throughout the piece are shown below.

CHANT CLEF SINGING CLEF
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Chanted vocalization
for Revelation 2,
sung by performers |
and Il together. The
two performers do
not need to sing on
the same pitch.

Sung vocalization
for Revelation 5 by
performer 1. Aim
for the notated
pitches, but any
octave is allowed.
Choose an octave
that is powerful and
maniacal.

FOOT CLEF

.

Used for when
performers | and
Il step on the
piano keyboard.

KEY CLEF

4l

Shows the keys on the
flute, either divided by
the two hands or
maniacally pressing
and depressing all
keys (on Rev. 4). A
closed circle indicates
closed keys, and an
open circle indicates
opened keys.

Some single actions are not given a staff, such as when performer |l drops the metal chain on the ground.

BREATH CLEF

Shows performer Il
breathing into the
microphone. The exhale
can have a plosive or
fricative if desired by
the performer.
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