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Artist Statement 

ȶThis exhibition is autobiographical. The installations, drawings and paintings suggest an   

intersection or overlapping of the creative and domestic domains common to many women 

artists.  

This aspect of visual art practice is usually absent from the work that is eventually shown in 

an exhibition. My studio is adjacent to my laundry and a doorstep away from the clothes 

line and the kitchen.  

While this can seem frustrating at times, rather than concealing the things that disrupt      

creative practice I have chosen to make them integral to the ɢnished work. Ultimately there 

is a surplusȱa transformation that takes place in the process of makingȱas the images 

shift from the mundane into the realm of dreams and fantasy. ȶ 

ArtistȱDeborah Van Heekeren 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take a look through the catalogue and if thereȴs anything that you are interested in                     

purchasing, please contact the gallery directly, via the details provided, to arrange payment 

and delivery. 

 
 

ENJOY! 
 

JENNIFER NICHOLS (Gallery Owner/ Curator) 



NAME OF ARTIST:   Deborah Van Heekeren 

NAME OF WORK:   ȳȴAn Unlikely Marriageȴ 

MEDIUM:   Mixed media on canvas 

SIZE:    46 x 46cm 

PRICE:    $438 

 

The Paintings... 



NAME OF ARTIST:   Deborah Van Heekeren 

NAME OF WORK:   ȳWash Day Dreamingȴ 

MEDIUM:   Oil on canvas 

SIZE:    56 x 80cm 

PRICE:    $625 

 



NAME OF ARTIST:   Deborah Van Heekeren 

NAME OF WORK:   ȳIt was in Her Genesȴ 

MEDIUM:   Oil on canvas 

SIZE:    36 x 45cm 

PRICE:    $345  SOLD 
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NAME OF ARTIST:   Deborah Van Heekeren 

NAME OF WORK:   ȳDays Like Theseȴ 

MEDIUM:   Oil on canvas 

SIZE:    61 x 91cm 

PRICE:    $750 SOLD 

{h[5 



NAME OF ARTIST:   Deborah Van Heekeren 

NAME OF WORK:   ȳIsolation Sheetȴ 

MEDIUM:   Oil on canvas 

SIZE:    51 x 76cm 

PRICE:    $625 SOLD 
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NAME OF ARTIST:   Deborah Van Heekeren 

NAME OF WORK:   ȳHanging Around (Anthropos)ȴ 

MEDIUM:   Oil on canvas 

SIZE:    61 x 91cm 

PRICE:    $750 



NAME OF ARTIST:   Deborah Van Heekeren 

NAME OF WORK:   ȳHanging Outȴ 

MEDIUM:   Oil on canvas 

SIZE:    30 x 61cm 

PRICE:    $375 

 



NAME OF ARTIST:   Deborah Van Heekeren 

NAME OF WORK:   ȳDream Houseȴ 

MEDIUM:   Oil & Collage on canvas 

SIZE:    76 x 90cm 

PRICE:    $875 

 



NAME OF ARTIST:   Deborah Van Heekeren 

NAME OF WORK:   ȳDream Boatȴ 

MEDIUM:   Oil & Collage on board 

SIZE:    26 x 30cm 

PRICE:    $188 

 



NAME OF ARTIST:   Deborah Van Heekeren 

NAME OF WORK:   ȳThe Laundryȴ 

MEDIUM:   Oil & Collage on canvas 

SIZE:    90 x 76cm 

PRICE:    $875 

 



The Drawings... 

NAME OF ARTIST:   Deborah Van Heekeren 

NAME OF WORK:   ȳCoat hanger composition No. 1ȴ 

MEDIUM:   Framed mixed media drawing on 
185gsm paper 

SIZE:    75 x 61cm 

PRICE:    $500 

 



NAME OF ARTIST:   Deborah Van Heekeren 

NAME OF WORK:   ȳRecliningȴ 

MEDIUM:   Drawing on 185gsm paper (Unframed) 

SIZE:    49 x 37cm 

PRICE:    $125 

 



NAME OF ARTIST:   Deborah Van Heekeren 

NAME OF WORK:   ȳThe Balletȴ 

MEDIUM:   Drawing on 185gsm paper (Unframed) 

SIZE:    49 x 37cm 

PRICE:    $125 

 



NAME OF ARTIST:   Deborah Van Heekeren 

NAME OF WORK:   ȳBeing a Girlȴ 

MEDIUM:   Drawing on 185gsm paper (Unframed) 

SIZE:    49 x 37cm 

PRICE:    $125 

 



NAME OF ARTIST:   Deborah Van Heekeren 

NAME OF WORK:   ȳThe Dancersȴ 

MEDIUM:   Drawing on 185gsm paper (Unframed) 

SIZE:    37 x 49cm 

PRICE:    $125 

 



NAME OF ARTIST:   Deborah Van Heekeren 

NAME OF WORK:   ȳAfter Picassoȴ 

MEDIUM:   Drawing on 185gsm paper (Unframed) 

SIZE:    37 x 49cm 

PRICE:    $125 

 



NAME OF ARTIST:   Deborah Van Heekeren 

NAME OF WORK:   ȳHome-maid Iconȴ 

MEDIUM:   Mixed media sculpture 

SIZE:    30 x 90cm 

PRICE:    $625 

 

The Ironing Boards... 



NAME OF ARTIST:   Deborah Van Heekeren 

NAME OF WORK:   ȳThe Story of Sandy Paper Part 1ȴ 

MEDIUM:   Mixed media  

SIZE:    24 x 61cm 

PRICE:    $313 

 



This relates to the artworks ‘The Story of Sandy Paper Part 1’ &  

‘The Story of Sandy Paper Part II’ 



NAME OF ARTIST:   Deborah Van Heekeren 

NAME OF WORK:   ȳThe Story of Sandy Paper Part 2ȴ 

MEDIUM:   Mixed media  

SIZE:    24 x 61cm 

PRICE:    $313 SOLD 
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NAME OF ARTIST:    

Deborah Van Heekeren 

NAME OF WORK:    

ȳThe Colour of Feminismȴ 

COST OF COMPLETE IRONING BOARD: 

$450 
 

NAME OF ARTIST:   Deborah Van Heekeren 

NAME OF WORK:   ȳItȴs a real puzzleȴ 

MEDIUM:   Mixed media on canvas 

SIZE:    21 x 21cm 

PRICE:    $125 

NAME OF ARTIST:   Deborah Van Heekeren 

NAME OF WORK:   ȳPeggyȴs Moon Danceȴ 

MEDIUM:   Mixed media on board 

SIZE:    30 x 26cm 

PRICE:    $125 

NAME OF ARTIST:   Deborah Van Heekeren 

NAME OF WORK:   ȳVesselȴ 

MEDIUM:   Oil on canvas 

SIZE:    25 x 31cm 

PRICE:    $188 



NAME OF ARTIST:    

Deborah Van Heekeren 

NAME OF WORK:    

ȳThe Colour of Liberationȴ 

COST OF COMPLETE IRONING BOARD: 

$450 

NAME OF ARTIST:   Deborah Van Heekeren 

NAME OF WORK:   ȳGoddess Iconȴ 

MEDIUM:   Mixed media and Oil 

SIZE:    17 x 20cm 

PRICE:    $65  SOLD 

NAME OF ARTIST:   Deborah Van Heekeren 

NAME OF WORK:   ȳGarden Chairȴȴ 

MEDIUM:   Mixed media on board 

SIZE:    20 x 20cm 

PRICE:    $95 

NAME OF ARTIST:   Deborah Van Heekeren 

NAME OF WORK:   ȳFeeling Crossȴ 

MEDIUM:   Mixed media on canvas 

SIZE:    30 x 40cm 

PRICE:    $125 
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MORE ABOUT THE ARTIST 
 

Deborah Van Heekeren 

 
Deborah completed 6 years of studio-based training with a major in painting at Hornsby TAFE from 

1985-1990, and went on to study art history, philosophy, and anthropology before gaining her                   

PhD (University of Newcastle) in 2004. She held a position in the Anthropology Dept at Macquarie             

University until 2017 when she retired to return fulltime to her art practice. In her early career she 

was a founding member of the Brisbane Water Art Group (BWAG) and the H-12 Group (of Hornsby 

graduates). Deborah has lived in Maitland since 2013. 

Solo Exhibitions 

2020  Folding NOT Ironing, George Gallery, East Maitland Sep 9-20 

2020 (upcoming) Beings (with ceramicist A-K Hermkens), Humble House Gallery, Fyshwick ACT,                   

Nov 20-Dec 6 

2019 DISRUPTION at Grossmann House, Maitland, Feb 9 to May 12  

2017 Outside In: Inside Out, East Maitland Library, Nov 18 to Dec 1 

1996 Goddess in Godzone, Godzone (online) Gallery: http:www.ozemail.com.au/~godzone 

1992 Mark Julian Gallery Glebe, Sydney (with Lynne Perronet Thomas) Mar 25-Apr 5 

1991 Mark Julian Gallery Glebe, Sydney Mar 5-24 

1991 Silent Words Laycock Street Theatre Foyer, Gosford Nov 18-Dec 1 

 

Group Exhibitions 

2018 Lily Briscoe and Friends Brough House, Maitland Apr 6-22 (Curator and exhibitor) 

1998 Passeggiata, PCL Exhibitionists Strawberry Hills, Sydney (with H-12) Oct 13-24 

1995 Raising the Roof Hester Gallery Newtown, Sydney (with H-12) 

1994 Chronography: Four Artists, James Harvey Gallery Balmain, Sydney July 14-31 

1993 Secret and Sacred Places Hornsby TAFE Artgym July 19-30 

1992 Here Comes the Sun Patonga Bakehouse Gallery 

1992 Homeland-a question of belonging Hornsby TAFE Artgym July 21-31 

1991 Here Today ȼȼ Hornsby TAFE Artgym Nov 4-9 

1991 Sticks and Stones Chatswood Artspace Aug 12-16 

1991 Works on Paper Unicorn Editions, Woy Woy 

1990 Seven Dimensions Laycock Street Theatre Foyer, Gosford Jun 16-July 2 

1988-1989-1990 View Point I, II, III (with Brisbane Water Art Group) at Pearl Beach Community Centre 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Selected Group Exhibitions  

My Year as a Fairy Tale (with Helen Hopcroft) Watt Space Newcastle 4-15 Oct 2017 

Edogawa Festival, Japan 1995 

Sydney Royal Art Show 1990, 1992 

Patonga Bakehouse Spring Exhibition 1991 

Warringah Art Prize 1990, 1991 

Wyong Shire Invitation Exhibition 1990 

Avoca Gallery Spring Exhibition 1991 

Holdsworth Contemporary Gallery (Master Builders) 1988 

Drummoyne Bicentennial Exhibition 1988 

 

Festivals 

2020 Artastique, High St Maitland, Feb 29-Mar 8 

2019 Artastique, High St Maitland, Mar 9-18 

2018 The 30 Minute Arts Festival, Bikesmith Laneway Maitland Apr 22 

2018 Newcastle Writerȴs Festival Pavement Pages, Wheeler Place Apr 6-8 

1991 Central Coast Festival of the Arts, Kibble Park Gosford Oct 19 

Bibliography and weblinks 

 

ȶDisconnectivityȷ Arts Features International July Ȱ September 2019: Facing the Future, (ed) Ruth 

Skilbeck, 22-23. 

ȶDisruption at Grossman Houseȷ Arts Features International April Ȱ June 2019: Destruction & Disrup-

tion, (ed) Ruth Skilbeck, 166-185. 

Brough House exhibition evokes the spirit of Lily Briscoe, National Trust Apr 6 2018 https://

www.nationaltrust.org.au/news/brough-house-exhibition-evokes-the-spirit-of-lily-briscoe/ 

#MeToo movement and feminism gain momentum in Maitland Newcastle Herald, Apr 9 2018 

https://www.newcastleherald.com.au/story/5328146/maitland-women-of-the-new-world/?cs=305 

A Feminist Art Exhibition now open at Brough House by Donna Sharpe Maitland Mercury Apr 6 2018  

https://www.maitlandmercury.com.au/story/5325938/a-tribute-to-female-creativity/ 

https://artastique.com/ 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.au/news/brough-house-exhibition-evokes-the-spirit-of-lily-briscoe/ 

https://shortaustralianstories.com.au/time-microlit-author-deborah-van-heekeren/?

utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+ShortAustralianStories+%

28Short+Australian+Stories%29 

 

DEBORAH VAN HEEKEREN 

Mobile Phone: 0478596535 

Email: dvhɤneart@gmail.com 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/debvanheekeren/ 
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Prizes 

Commended Modern Figurative Section RAS Sydney 1990, Judge Kevin Connor 

Highly commended, Modern Section DMAS Bicentennial Exhibition 1988 

 

Collections 

I am represented in many private collections in Sydney, the NSW south and central coast and Hunter 

Region. 

 

Sample of recent Peer Reviewed Publications 

2018 ȶMythȷ in Hilary Callan (ed) The International Encyclopedia of Anthropology, Wiley-Blackwell.  

2017 ȶThe wonder of cloacal creation from myth to MONAȷ, J. Timmer and M. Tomlinson (eds) Special 

Issue, The Social Formation of Wonder: Journal of Religious and Political Practice 3(3):104-119. 

2015 ȶSenses of magic: anthropology, art, and Christianity in the Vulaȴa lifeworldȷ in Kalpana Ram and 

Chris Houston (eds) Phenomenology in Anthropology: A Sense of Perspective, pp 248-267. Indiana: Indi-

ana University Press.  

2012 The Shark Warrior of Alewai: A phenomenology of Melanesian identity, Wantage, UK: Sean King-

ston Publishing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEBORAH VAN HEEKEREN 

Mobile Phone: 0478596535 

Email: dvhɤneart@gmail.com 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/debvanheekeren/ 


