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S easoned musicians and rising 
stars shared the stage Saturday 
afternoon at the Gilroy High 

School Dr. Deborah Flores Student 
Center, where the South Valley Sym-
phony’s “NextGen” concert filled the 
hall with orchestral and choral sound. 

Joined by the South 
Bay Singers, Gil-
roy High School Cho-
ral Ensembles, alumni 
vocalists and emerg-
ing piano soloist Sora 
Corro, the performance 
celebrated the next gen-
eration of local musical 
talent alongside experi-

enced performers.
Part of the symphony’s 52nd season, 

the program opened under music direc-
tor Anthony Quartuccio with Jean Sibel-
ius’ “Finlandia” and Edvard Grieg’s Piano 
Concerto in A minor, featuring Navar-
oli Young Musician Competition winner 
Corro as soloist, before shifting after inter-
mission to a major choral collaboration. 
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South Valley NextGen Concert unites 
symphony, singers, alumni and students 

ROBERT AIROLDIAround Town

and Gilroy High choir director Jona-
than Souza took the podium to conduct 
the combined forces of South Valley 
Symphony and the full chorus in Ralph 
Vaughan Williams’ “Serenade to Music” 
and John Rutter’s “Gloria,” in a partner-
ship that grew out of South Valley Sym-
phony’s invitation to bring these ensem-
bles together. 

Featured soloists included Chica-
go-based soprano Sarah Schroeder and 
Gilroy High alumni Elizabeth Resendiz 
(Class of 2017) and Alexander Green 
(Class of 2017), both former students of 
Souza, along with bass Andrew Hatha-
way (Class of 2013), returning to cele-
brate Gilroy’s choral legacy. 

For Gilroy High’s singers, the event 
marked a milestone in a season that will 
culminate in a featured Carnegie Hall 
appearance this spring, drawing new 
attention to the vocal program and to 
Souza’s leadership. 

Organizers described the concert 
as “a community collaboration,” bring-
ing together audiences and performers 
across generations and from South San 

Jose, Morgan Hill, San Martin, Gilroy, 
Hollister, and across the Bay Area for an 
afternoon of “radiant choral and orches-
tral artistry” in the heart of Gilroy.

Flag football competes for 
nationals in Morgan Hill
Want to see flag football at its best? Ac-
cording to Jeff Dixon, organizer of NFL 
Flag Football, the regional tournament 
at the Outdoor Sports Center on March 
22 will feature 78 teams of youngsters in 
age groups from ages 8-18. The winner 
of each age bracket will go to the cham-
pionship in Indianapolis. 

Dixon’s local flag football league has 
been going since 2004 and he helped 
facilitate girls flag football leagues, 
which is now one of the largest partic-
ipation sports in South County.

“High school girls flag football has 
taken over,” Dixon said. “Now 39 states 
have sanctioned flag football teams.”

Locally, Live Oak and Sobrato high 
schools held their first season last fall.

“It resonates that flag football is 
really emerging,” he added.

TALENT Musicians and singers celebrated the next generation of local musical talent alongside experienced performers.

CAPTION KICKER Caption.

Robert Airoldi

C
O

N
T

R
IB

U
T

E
D


