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“Finding 45 brook trout in a 
single pool in a small creek may 
sound like a good thing.  In the 
case of a small stream in 
Virginia’s mountains it was 
anything but.  The fish were 
trapped in a small plunge…”



“Funding from the Forest 
Service, including from 
the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law, 
helped pay for the 
project. The National Fish 
and Wildlife Foundation’s 
Chesapeake Bay 
Stewardship Fund also 
contributed to the 
project.”

Mark Taylor, TU 
Communications



How Many Barriers Are There in Virginia?

(3,825/ 145,845) x 100% = 2.6% assessed

Over 97% have not been surveyed!!



Upper James/ 
Shenandoah PWA



Counties that contain Blue Ridge and Upper 
James/ Shenandoah Priority Waters Areas



Equipment need to conduct barrier surveys

• Stadia rod
• 100’ tape
• Laser distance meter
• Safety vest*
• Waterproof pouch for cell phone*
 
 * To be provided to each volunteer when certified



Characteristics of volunteers

• Capable of traveling to remote areas
• Meticulous; attentive to detail
• Savvy with maps and phone apps
• Able to enter and retrieve data online









Field Training for VTSBS Volunteers

May 13-14, 2024      March 22, 2025











Tom Benzing, NLC Representative
Virginia Council of Trout Unlimited

virginiatu.org/

Questions?

Additional resources

Virginia Council of Trout Unlimited websites:

http://virginiatu.org/priority-waters - Virginia’s Priority Waters Areas
Virginia Council TU Map Viewer – mapping tool to explore PWAs

Southeast Aquatic Resources Partnership (SARP) websites:

https://aquaticbarriers.org/regions/southeast/ - mapping tool to explore 
and prioritize barriers (dams and road-stream crossings)

Virginia DWR websites:

https://dwr.virginia.gov/fishing/trout/wild-trout-management-plan/ - 
Virginia Wild Trout Management Plan
https://virginia.galaxydigital.com/user/login/ - DWR Volunteer Program 

https://www.virginiatu.org/
http://virginiatu.org/priority-waters
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/c62c9c83274344a8a9b448c3d145e80f/
https://aquaticbarriers.org/regions/southeast/
https://dwr.virginia.gov/fishing/trout/wild-trout-management-plan/
https://virginia.galaxydigital.com/user/login/
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