The Government’s special rapporteur on Child Protection Dr Geoffrey Shannon believes it’s sufficient, although he concedes that its impact can only be judged after it has been in place for a number of years.
He said: “It’s by looking at the prosecutions that haven’t been successful that we get a window into what needs to be done in terms of improving the legislation.”

That’s a view echoed by Detective Superintendent Declan Daly who oversees the Online Child Exploitation Unit (OnCE) at the Garda National Protection Services Bureau.
He said: “An Garda Siochana welcomes the assistance of the public in preventing and protecting crime. But that assistance should be limited to reporting concerns to An Garda Siochana.
“Where members of the public take on the role of law enforcement, that is not a positive development.”
He also questioned the motives of predator hunters, commenting: “It would appear to me that the focus of these groups is on publicity, rather than being justice-focused.”
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