AP U.S. Government and Politics

This college-level course is designed to promote higher-level thinking skills so students can analyze essential concepts pertinent to U.S. Government and Politics. The subject matter that will be covered in this course will help prepare students for the AP Exam and for Dual-Enrollment credit. All information contained in this syllabus is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion.
Contact Information:

School Email mfluharty@avhsd.org for parents questions only.  (assignments can get caught up in Spam so do not Email work to this Email.

Students use coachflu@gmail for questions or to turn in assignments.

School Number 661-533-9000
Text and Materials

Classroom Text

1. James Q. Wilson, J. Dilulio, M. Bose & M. Levendusky. American Government: Institutions & Policies 2017 Online addition , 15th Ed. 

Supplemental – 
· Foundational documents (provided by the instructor)
Website 
· Coachflu.org 

Course Plan

This course is organized into five units, each addressing the major concepts covered in the AP/Dual-Enrollment Course Perspective for AP/Dual-Enrollment U.S. Government and Politics. The assigned chapter readings, listed in the course outline, are organized according to its appropriate unit of study. 

Assignments

1. Daily Warm-ups or basic classroom assignment or class type projects.
a. Will include, but are not limited to: analyzing graphs and data, evaluating primary sources, making predictions/brainstorming, reviewing and discussing special topics and/or current events.

2. Projects/Essays/Quizzes/Vocab Quizzes
a. Mini-projects and/or essays will be assigned for each unit throughout the semester.
b. Weekly quizzes will be administered throughout the semester.

c. Each Topic will have a vocabulary quiz.  Vocab lists are provided on the website.
3. Current Events

Students are expected to start to pay attention to the daily news in regards to the political world around them.   Current events in politics will be discussed during class.
4. Unit Tests

a. Unit tests will be given at the end of each unit. The tests will consist of multiple choice and/or free-response questions.

5. Papers:  There are two papers assigned.  A 10-12 political ideology paper as well as a 3 page Constitutional influences paper.  
6.   Civic Engagement project
Grading Scale:
Tests and projects are weighted at 60%, Quizzes, Analytical Papers and KBATS are weighted at 30%, and Homework, Classwork, Signatures and Current Events are 10% of your grade.
90-100% = A

80-89% = B

70-79% = C

60-69% = D

Less than 60% = F


Semester Grade: Your semester grade will be determined as follows: Each quarter in the semester will account for 40% of the grade, and the semester final will account for 20% of your grade (40%+40%+20%=Semester grade).


Required Supplies:

Blue OR black AND red ballpoint pens


Number 2 pencils


College-ruled notebook paper



3x5 white, lined note cards 

Spiral notebook or Composition notebook (1)

Late-work Policy:  If you are absent the day an assignment is given, you will have the same number of days to complete the assignment as the rest of class did (as long as it was an excused absence).  All of my lesson plans are posted on my website, under the A.P. Schedule and Resources pages.  If you are absent, you have access to everything that you missed in class, and should make every effort to complete the work and turn it in upon arrival in class. You are to turn in your work on your own initiative – I will not ask for it. If you are absent for a quiz or test, you are responsible for setting up a make –up date, with me, within one week of the assessment.  If you fail to do this, you earn a zero on the assessment.  It is your responsibility to make up the assessment.
Plagiarism:  Plagiarism means using, utilizing, incorporating, or paraphrasing any information that is not your own.  Your homework and/or projects must be COMPLETELY original.  Plagiarism is not tolerated and will result in a “0” on the assignment, a loss of all participation/citizenship points for the quarter, a phone call or e-mail home, and a referral to Administration.  A second offense will result in being dropped from the class with an F.
Course Outline
Big Idea #1: Foundations of American Democracy
(3 ½ weeks – 18 days)

Key Concepts:

1. How did the founders of the U.S. Constitution attempt to protect individual liberty while also promoting public order and safety?
2. How have theory, debate and compromise influenced the U.S. Constitutional system?
3. How does development and interpretation of the Constitution influence policies that impact U.S.   

    Citizens?

4. How the Articles of Confederation failed to adequately balance individual liberty and public  

    order/safety and how the framers wrestled with these questions in drafting the Constitution?

5. The compromises reached at the Constitutional Convention and the debate between the Federalists


    and Anti-Federalists during the ratification debate

6.  The evolving relationship between the national and state governments, including the grant process, 


    policy issues, and the idea of devolution
MCCCD Competencies:

1. State the causes of the American Revolution

2. List the main weaknesses of the government of the United States that operated under the Articles of Confederation


4.    Identify three historians who attended the Philadelphia Constitutional Convention, and

      state briefly their main concepts or theories

6. Identify the four major compromises agreed to by the participants at the Philadelphia

Constitutional Convention

7. Indicate the votes in the “big four” states for and against the adoption of the new constitution

Readings: 

	Chapters 1-3 in Edwards textbook
	The Declaration of Independence

	Federalist No. 10
	Brutus No. 1

	Federalist No. 51
	The Articles of Confederation

	The Constitution of the United States
	McCulloch v. Maryland 

	Lopez v. United States 
	Rauch, Jonathan “How American Parties Went Insane” The Atlantic July/August 2016

	
	


Activities:

· Seminar to discuss “How American Politics Went Insane” article
· Discuss what the government should and should not do

· ThingLink court cases

· Debating federal v State powers

· Analytical paper – “Our Broken Constitution”

· Deliberative Discussion using Federalist No. 51 and Brutus No. 1
· Checks and balances graphic organizer

· FRQ comparing/contrasting McCulloch v. Maryland and U.S. v. Lopez
Big Idea #2: Interactions among Branches of Government 
(5 weeks – 25 days)
Key Concepts:


1. How do the branches of the national government compete and cooperate in order to govern?


2. To what extent have changes in the powers of each branch affected how responsive and


    accountable the national government is in the 21st Century?


3. Congressional representation and how gerrymandering is used to protect seats in the House


4.  Formal and informal powers of the President


5. Judicial independence and judicial decision making


6. How the bureaucracy operates and its place in the checks and balances system


7. The future of entitlement spending in the United States
MCCCD Competencies:
7.
State the titles held by persons elected to leadership positions in both the U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate 

8.
Trace the steps involved when a bill becomes a law in the U.S. Congress 

9.
State the main aspects of the Congressional support staff and describe their general duties 

10.
Identify constitutional duties of the chief executive officer of the United States, and indicate whether they make high, moderate, or low demands on the office 

11.
Identify the five major support systems of the President of the United States 

12.
List the major steps involved in the formation of the U.S. national budget from its beginning in the Office of Management and Budget to its final passage by Congress

13.
Describe the composition of a "typical" U.S. board or commission, and the general powers given to such a board or commission by Congress 

14.
Explain the process by which a person is nominated and appointed to serve on the U.S. Supreme Court bench

15.
Present the main points in the judicial review case, Marbury vs. Madison. 

16.
Describe the structure of the lower federal courts. 

Readings:

	Chapters 11-15 in Edwards textbook
	The Constitution of the United States

	Baker v. Carr
	Shaw v. Reno

	Federalist No. 70
	Federalist No. 78

	Marbury v. Madison
	Moe, Terry M. and William G. Howell “Unilateral Action and Presidential Power: A Theory” Presidential Studies Quarterly 29, no. 4 (December 1999) 850-73

	“Some sobering numbers on entitlement spending”, Richmond.com
	


Activities:

· Budget simulation and class discussion. Website: The Debt Fixer
· Debate “Has Congress abandoned its role in the checks and balances system?”

· Analytical paper for “Unilateral Action and Presidential Power: A Theory” and Federalist No. 70
· Checks and balances role play

· “West Wing – The Stackhouse Filibuster”

· The Redistricting Game
Big Idea #3: Civil Liberties and Civil Rights


(2 1/2  weeks – 12 days)

Key Concepts:

1. The role of the courts, and the due process and equal protection clauses in the expansion of civil liberties and civil rights, including the idea of selective incorporation
2. The expansion of liberties protected by the 1st and 2nd Amendments

3. The development of the right to privacy and its implications for reproductive rights

4. Fourth Amendment protections

5. A history of civil rights issues and how historically disadvantaged groups in American society have achieved greater equality and equitable treatment in society

MCCCD Competencies:


18.
Explain how procedural rights differ from substantive rights

Readings:

	Chapters 4 & 5 in Edwards textbook
	The Bill of Rights

	14th Amendment due process and equal protection clauses
	Engel v. Vitale 

	Wisconsin v. Yoder
	Tinker v. Des Moines

	Schenck v. United States
	New York Times Co. v. United States

	McDonald v. Chicago
	Gideon v. Wainwright

	Roe v. Wade
	Brown v. Board of Education

	“Letter from Birmingham Jail” (Martin Luther King, Jr.
	Bentele, Keith G. and Erin E. O’Brien “Jim Crow 2.0? Why States Consider and Adopt Restrictive Voter Access Policies” Perspectives on Politics 11, no. 4 (December 2013): 1088-1116


Activities: 
· Bill of Rights hypothetical scenarios tied to Amendments
· Debate (in small teams) the resolution, “History has proven that affirmative action programs are necessary to safeguard equal opportunity in both education and employment.”

· Analytical paper “Jim Crow 2.0? Why States Consider and Adopt Restrictive Voter Access Policies.”

· Supreme Court FRQ
Big Idea #4: American Political Ideologies and Beliefs 
(2 ½ weeks – 12 days)
Key Concepts:

1. How are American political beliefs formed and how do they evolve over time?

2. How do political ideology and core values influence government policy making?

3. Elements of a scientific poll, the different types of polls, and how they are used in U.S. government 

    and politics

4. The basic tenets of American political culture, the conservative and liberal political ideologies, and 

     how these are acquired (political socialization)

MCCCD Competencies:

 19.
Indicate values held by each of the two major political parties in the United States
Readings: 

	Chapter 6 in Edwards textbook
	The Monkey Cage series on political polarization in America – The Washington Post

	“Political Polarization in the American Public” – Pew Research Center, June 12, 2014
	Abramowitz, Alan I., and Morris P, Fiorina. “Polarized or Sorted? Just What’s Wrong with Our Politics, Anyway?” The American Interest, March 11, 2013

	Fiorina, Morris P. “America’s Missing Moderates: Hiding in Plain Sight” – The American Interest 8, no. 4, February 12, 2013
	Pew Research Center “A Deep Dive Into Party Affilliation”

	Sanger-Katz, Margot. “Your Surgeon is Probably a Republican, Your Psychiatrist Probably a Democrat”, The New York Times, October 6, 2016
	


Activities: 
· Using Gallup.com, PollingReport.com, and the Pew Research Center, study different polls regarding a variety of policy issues in the United States

· Take the Pew Research Center’s Political Typology quiz

· Analytical paper “Polarized or Sorted? Just What’s Wrong with Out Politics, Anyway?” and “America’s Missing Moderates: Hiding in Plain Sight”

· Debate (in small teams) the resolution, “Demographic changes represent a threat to the long-term electoral success of the Republican Party.”

· Class poster presentations of party platforms

· Quantitative FRQ regarding changing demographics in the United States

Big Idea #5: Political Participation

(3 1/2 weeks – 18 days)
Key Concepts:

1. How have changes in technology influenced political communication and behavior?


2. Why do levels of participation and influence in politics vary?


3. How effective are the various methods of political participation in shaping public policies?


4. The evolution of voting rights and the current state of voter turnout


5. Factors that influence voter choice in elections


6. The functions of political parties in the United States and third parties in United States government 

    and politics

7. The development of candidate-centered campaigns

8. The theory of critical elections

9. Interest groups in United States government and politics

10. Nominations, campaigns and elections, including changes in media, such as the growth of social 
     media and partisan media sources
MCCCD Competencies:


19.
Indicate values held by each of the two major political parties in the United States
Readings: 

	Chapters 7-10 in Edwards textbook
	Federalist No. 10

	Desilver, Drew, ”U.S. trails most developed countries in voter turnout.” Pew Research Center, May 15, 2017
	Citizens United v. FEC

	Gaslowitz, Lea. “How to Spot a Misleading Graph – Lea Gaslowitz.” TED-Ed video, 4:09
	Barthel, Michael and Amy Mitchell. “Americans’ Attitudes About the News Media Deeply Divided Along Partisan Lines.” Pew Research Center, May 10, 2017.

	Kiely, Eugene and Lori Robertson. “How to Spot Fake News.” FactCheck.org, November 18, 2016.
	Neale, Thomas H., “The Electoral College: How it Works in Contemporary Presidential Elections.” The Congressional Research Service, May 15, 2017.


Activities:
· Analyzing voter turnout, especially in states with strict voter ID laws (Wisconsin, Indiana, or Texas)

· Debate (in small teams) the resolution, “Interest groups have too much influence in the policy process and are detrimental to democracy.”

· Analytical paper “The Electoral College: How it Works in Contemporary Presidential Elections”

· Classifying critical and deviating presidential elections

· Analytical essay examining the influence of interest groups on the policy-making process in the United States

· Analyze liberal and conservative news articles

· Political Science Research Project regarding fake news stories
The AP Exam

The AP United States Government and Politics Exam date will be on




.
Please check the College Board Website regularly for updated information.
Early testing or testing at times other than those published by the College Board is not permitted under any circumstances. (http://professionals.collegeboard.com/testing/ap/about/dates)

Closing


I understand that during the school year there are a variety of events that can happen that may hinder your ability to complete homework and/or stay focused in class.  I strongly encourage you to let me know of situations whether it be technical difficulty, struggling with school in general, or other difficulties.  I can not help and be flexible if I do not know what is going on.


I know that we will have a great semester and I look forward to having the opportunity to guide you down the road of U.S. government.  If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please feel free to contact me or schedule a time to come in and chat.

Items included in this syllabus are subject to change at the teacher’s discretion.

By signing below, I am saying that I understand and will adhere to classroom policies, and expectations for the duration of the semester. Neatly write e-mail addresses and names, complete the scavenger hunt, detach this portion of the syllabus, and return it to Mrs. Gardner NO LATER THAN FRIDAY of the first week of school.
Student__________________________ Printed Name _______________________ Date______

Parent___________________________ Printed Name_______________________ Date______

Student’s e-mail address:









Parent’s e-mail address:









Is there anything that you would like me to know about you in order to help you succeed in this class?  If so, please tell me here:

Scavenger Hunt:
1.  What is the late-work policy for this class?  What is the policy for papers turned in without a heading on them? 






































2.  What is the make-up work policy for homework and/or assessments for this class?  How can I find out what I missed in class when I was absent? 


































3.  What are the consequences of plagiarizing work in this class?































4.  After school hours, what is the best way to get in touch with the teacher?
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