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From the Pen of Bro. Len: 

Questions to Ask in Every 
Season of Life  

I love Spring!  It’s a time of new life 
and new beginnings. Patty & I 

enjoy gardening and plants.  I enjoy watching 
things grow. I enjoy getting my hands dirty and 
playing in the dirt. I’ve learned a few things 
about life while learning how to be a better 
gardener. And every gardener knows that if you 
don’t have changes in seasons, your plants will 
not make it. You need seasonal changes in 
order for plants to grow.  The same is true in 
your life. You need to experience various 
seasons in order to mature and grow.   

All of us go through different seasons along the 
journey of life.  You’ll experience joyous 
seasons, like a new marriage, a new ministry, or 
a new child. And you’ll experience tough ones 
too, like when you are grieving, experience a  
loss, or struggle with family dynamics or a host 
of other issues. But here’s the good news: God 
wants to use every one of the seasons you’re in 
for your good. I try to ask and answer at least 4 
questions during the changing seasons of life. I 
offer them to you…. 

1. What can I learn? 

We can only learn certain things through 
experience. Deuteronomy 11:2 tells 
us, “Remember today what you have learned 
about the Lord through your experiences with 
him” (Deuteronomy 11:2 GNT). 

To understand the seasons of life, you have to 
realize---Life is a test. Life prepares you for 
eternity. You’ll live on earth 60, 70, or 80 years. 

Then, if you’re a Christian, you’ll spend the rest 
of eternity with God. But God wants you to learn 
a bunch of things before you get to heaven. Of 
course, he wants you to know that he died for 
you, rose and conquered death for you, and 
wants a relationship with you. Then he wants 
you to learn certain character qualities, because 
the kind of person you are is what you’ll take 
with you into eternity. 

There are important lessons to learn in every 
season of life.  

• If you flunk a test in the school of life, 
you can retake it. If you’re not learning 
to be patient, God will put more 
irritations in your life. He wants you to 
grow. Without tests, you can’t grow.  

• Then, when you think you’ve 
graduated, you’ll discover even 
more classes to take. As long as 
you’re on Earth, you won’t stop 
learning. You’ll always have something 
to learn about God, yourself, other 
people, and about the world. God wants 
you to grow up. God will give you the 
kinds of experiences you will need in 
each season to help you grow in the 
ways he wants you to grow. 

2. What can I enjoy in this season of my life? 

Life is short. Too often we tell ourselves that 
we’ll enjoy life more in the next season, whether 
that’s when we graduate school, get married, 
have kids,  become empty nesters or some 
other event. But when we wait for the next 
season to enjoy life, it doesn’t happen. We need 
to enjoy every single season of life now. Life is 
too short to do anything else.  



Ecclesiastes 11:8 tells us, “People ought to 
enjoy every day of their lives” (NCV). That’s not 
always easy. You’ll have many rough days 
along your journey.  But, as 1 Thessalonians 
5:18 tells us, I’ve found that we can “give thanks 
in all circumstances” (NIV). On bad days, good 
days, hard days, and easy days, we can live with 
a sense of gratitude because it’s a day that God 
has given us. “THIS is the day that the Lord has 
made. I will rejoice and be glad in it.”  

3. What should be a priority during in this 
season? 

Life is about choices. Sometimes we believe the 
lie that we can do it all. We simply can’t. You’ll 
have to make tough choices about what matters 
most in the particular season you find yourself 
in. Ephesians 5:15-16 tells us to, “Live life, then, 
with a due sense of responsibility, not as men 
who do not know the meaning and purpose of 
life but as those who do. Make the best use of 
your time, despite all the difficulties of these 
days” (PHILLIPS). 

To make the best use of your time, you will need 
to say no to certain things. Maybe it’s a ministry 
you’ll need to pass on to someone else. Maybe 
a hobby you love should go to the back burner. 
Maybe you’re spending more time chasing 
dreams than you are investing in those things of 
eternity. 

One of the most important considerations when 
thinking through what matters most in your 
current season is your family circumstances. 
Many seasons of marriage and parenting will 
require additional attention from you. Don’t 
hesitate to put as much energy as you can into 
those relationships. You’ll never get those days 
back. Sadly, the way we treat our “real” family is 
the way we treat our church family.  If this needs 
some work or tweaking, spend the time and let 
God help you “fix” those areas needing 
attention. 

4. How can you help others in this season of 
life? 

It’s easy to get entangled in the things of life and 
living to the point we forget about others who 
need encouragement, comforting, friendship or 
a whole array of things involving and requiring a 
“personal touch.”  Proverbs 3:27 reminds 

us: “Whenever you are able, do good to people 
who need help” (NCV). 

I hope these thoughts help you during this 
season of Lent & Easter. 
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Brothers and Sisters, you are 

truly a family of God's 

children.  You have pleased 

God by responding to the call 

to pray for our church families, the church, 

military, law enforcement, our nation, and so 

much more.  Eighteen signed up to pray. 

Hallelujah!!   

Our awareness of His Holy Spirit will continue to 

increase as we all continue to 

pray.   Remember, prayer is the most 

effective and powerful weapon we have 

against the enemy.  Our God is so good.   

As Lent season begins may His Holy Spirit 

guide each of us in our cleansing, rededication, 

and an even greater thankfulness and love for 

Jesus for all He has done for us.   

Do share your answered prayers.  It 

encourages all of us.   

Let's remember to pray for the universities and 

colleges as their students are experiencing 

revival in this important time of their lives.             

Rejoice and again, I say rejoice!    

 

http://www.coalvilleumc.org/
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CORNERSTONE 

Hello from Cornerstone!  

Thank you to all who participated in our soup 

and cake fundraiser. We were able to raise a 

little over $750 to go towards our mission events 

for the year.  

Please join us March 12th for our second 

Sunday luncheon directly following 2nd service. 

It's always good fellowship.  

We appreciate you all.  

 

Senior Luncheon, Wednesday, March 1st, 

11:30 AM in the fellowship hall.  Hope to see 

you there. 

 

SHOEBOXES. Please think about donating 

Mardi Gras leftover beads for shoeboxes.  Drop 

them off in fellowship hall. Thanks 

 

 

 

From Jan 

YOUTH  

The youth continue to be busy.  Last month they 

enjoyed a super bowl party, they had a 

worknight to get the youth room spruced up, and 

they are practicing the Easter play.  We are 

looking forward to sharing the message of Holy 

Week and Easter with everyone.  The play will 

be on Palm Sunday at 6:00 in the CLC.   

JAM 

We have grown a bit in our numbers! The 

children will have a small part in the youth 

play.  We are practicing each week along with 

our regular program. 

FISH 

The young adult group have volunteered their 

time to redo the upstairs bathrooms in the 

CLC.  We need to appreciate the fact that these 

young people are willing to give up a few 

Saturdays to do this for our church! They are a 

blessing. 

PRAYER CHAIN 

Just a note about the prayer chain text.  These 

are group texts with some as many as 10 in a 

group.  When you get a prayer text please do 

not respond in any way.  This includes liking the 

text, comments, or pictures etc.   Your 

responses will go out to everyone, and some 

people are at work and do not need numerous 

texts.  If you need to ask a question, or want to 

comment, please text me separately.  Also, if 

you want to put a request on text that to me also 

separately- please do not post it on your prayer 

group.  This will keep this effective ministry 

going smooth.  If you wish to be taken off, or you 

want to be put on let me know.  If you have 

asked to be put on but are not receiving them, 

please let me know.  Sometimes there are 

unexplained glitches that cause them to drop.   

Keep on praying! 

 

 

 



How is a Certified Lay Minister different 
from other recognized ministers? 

By: Lay Speaker, Jan Garner 

The Coalville UMC Administrative Board 
recommended and our Congregation was 
notified, I would begin attending the Certified 
Lay Minister Academy, in January 2023.  What 
does that exactly mean? What does a Certified 
Lay Minister do and how is it different than an 
Ordained Minister or other ministers in the 
United Methodist Church?   
 
A Certified Lay Minister is a unique, 
recognized lay servant in the UMC intended for 
missional leadership in churches as part of a 
team ministry under the supervision of a 
clergyperson. CLMs are part of the historic 
continuation of lay leadership in our church 
resembling earlier Exhorters, Class Leaders, 
Lay Preachers, and Missioners. CLMs are 
assigned by the District Superintendent and 
operate under a system of training, support, 
supervision and accountability. The following 
are short descriptions of how a CLM differs 
from other recognized ministers…  

• Lay Supply  
Lay persons are often appointed as lay supply 
pastors as an interim measure until a 
clergyperson can be appointed.  Lay supply 
persons often do not have training, very little 
supervision and are not usually held to the same 
system of accountability as a CLM.  
Lay supply tends to be temporary while a CLM 
has potential for continued ongoing ministry.  

• An Elder  (Bro. Len McRaney) 
An Elder is a clergy member of the annual 
conference ordained to a lifetime ministry of 
Word, Sacrament Order and Service.  Under the 
guaranteed appointment of a Bishop, they 
usually have completed seminary training. Their 
sole livelihood comes from a church.  

• A Licensed Local Pastor  
A Licensed Local Pastor is a clergy member of 
the annual conference providing pastoral  
leadership in a local congregation. They are 
appointed by the Bishop for non-  
itinerant ministry. Their license is tied to their 
appointment and when not under appointment, 
the Licensed Local Pastor reverts to a lay 
status. Their training includes attending a 
Conference Licensing School and completing 

the Course of Study program available from the 
General Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry.  

• A Certified Lay Speaker ( Currently, 
Jan Garner)  

A Certified Lay Speaker is a Certified Lay 
Servant who is called and equipped to serve the 
church in pulpit supply in accordance and 
compliance with ¶341.1 of Book of Discipline. 
Their purpose is to complement and support, 
not replace, pastors. The lay speaker has 
completed a track of study which includes the 
“Introduction to Lay Ministry: The BASIC 
Course” and 9 advanced courses on leading 
worship, leading prayer, discovering spiritual 
gifts, preaching, United Methodist heritage, 
United Methodist polity, and other courses as 
determined by the annual conference 
committee on Lay Servant Ministries (or 
equivalent structure). The Certified Lay Speaker 
is to complete another advanced course every 
three years.  

• A Certified Lay Servant  
Certified Lay Servants serve in ministry and 
mission within the local congregation where 
they are a member in good standing, or they 
may serve beyond their local church. They may 
provide temporary pulpit supply and serve in 
any way in which their witness, leadership, and 
service inspires others to a deeper commitment 
to Christ and more effective discipleship. The 
Certified Lay Servant is to complete an 
advanced course every three years. 
 
I hope this helps clarify the difference, if you 
have further questions, please ask me or Bro. 
Len. 
 
Blessings!    Jan Garner  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

Monthly Events 

Scheduled Meetings 

Weekly Events 

CLC – Christian Life Center 

FH – Fellowship Hall 

S – Sanctuary  

CW – Contemporary Worship 

TW – Traditional Worship 

2nd SL – 2nd Sunday Luncheon 

AB – Administrative Board 

CB – Cornerstone Band 

DD – Dixie Doll Twirlers 

FISH – Young Adults 

JAM – Children’s Ministry 

SL – Senior Luncheon  

UMYF - Youth

 

◄ February March  2023 April ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Backpack 

5th –  

12th –  

19th –  

26th –  

 

Blessings 

Beanie Weanies 

Ramen Noodles 

Ravioli 

Tuna 

 1 Gilbert Holland 

 11:30 AM, SL, FH 

2 Peggy Bleil 

 Charles Cruthirds 
 Janie Foote 
 
 
 
  
 6 PM, CB, S 
 

3  

 
 

         [----CLC--- 
 

 

  

 7 PM, AA, FH 

4  

 Michael Gallagher 
 

Reserved-----] 
 
 
 
 

5 9 AM, TW, S 

  10 AM, SS, FH 
  11 AM, CW, S 

 Chloe Fayard 
Jordan Sims 

4:30 PM, JAM, CLC 
6 PM, UMYF, CLC 
6 PM, FISH, CLC 

6 Billie Jones 

 
 3 – 6 PM, DD, CLC 
 
 

7  

 
 
 
 
 
5:30 PM, Yoga, CLC 
 

8  

 

 

 

 

  

 6 PM, GS, CLC 

9  

 
 
 
 
 
   
 6 PM, CB, S 
 

10  

 

 

 

 

 

  
 7 PM, AA, FH 

11  
 

12 9 AM, TW, S 

  10 AM, SS, FH 
  11 AM, CW, S 
  12 PM, 2nd SL, FH 

 Danny Crosby 

4:30 PM, JAM, CLC 
6 PM, UMYF, CLC 
6 PM, FISH, CLC 

13  

 
 3 – 6 PM, DD, CLC 
 
 
 
  
 6 PM, AB, FH 

14  

 
 
 
 
 
5:30 PM, Yoga, CLC 

15  

 

 

 

 

  
 

16  

 
 
 
 
 
   
 6 PM, CB, S 
 

17 Rossi  

      Trochesset 
 

 

 

 

 

 7 PM, AA, FH 

18 Valerie Moore 

 Paula Yennie 
 

19 9 AM, TW, S 

  10 AM, SS, FH 
  11 AM, CW, S 
 
 
 
4:30 PM, JAM, CLC 
6 PM, UMYF, CLC 
6 PM, FISH, CLC 

20  

 
 3 – 6 PM, DD, CLC 
 

 
 

21 Candy Webb 

 
 
 
 
 
5:30 PM, Yoga, CLC 
 
 

22  

 

 

 

 

  
 6 PM, GS, CLC 
 

23  

 
 
 
 
 
   
 6 PM, CB, S 

24  

 

 

 

 

 

  
 7 PM, AA, FH 

25  
 

26 9 AM, TW, S 

  10 AM, SS, FH 
  11 AM, CW, S 
 
 
 
4:30 PM, JAM, CLC 
6 PM, UMYF, CLC 
6 PM, FISH, CLC 

27  

 
 3 – 6 PM, DD, CLC 
 

 
 

28  

 
 
 
 
 
5:30 PM, Yoga, CLC 
 

29  

 Megan Laferrier 
 

30 Joel Byrd 

 
 
 
 
 
 6 PM, CB, S 
  
 

31 Robert Arnold 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 7 PM, AA, FH 

 

 

https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/February-2023
https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/April-2023

