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From the Pen of Brother Len 

When It’s Hard to Give Thanks 

Although it’s Thanksgiving     Be 

thankful in all circumstances, for 

this is God’s will for you who 

belong to Christ Jesus. I Thessalonians 

5:18 NLT 

It’s a story of sacrifice and survival; partnership 

and progress. It was our country’s very first 

Thanksgiving.   

Imagine the challenges the first settlers 

endured in 1620. They left everyone they knew 

and everything that was familiar. The 

Mayflower carried 102 voyagers across the 

Atlantic on a 66-day journey full of sickness and 

storms. That winter, nearly half of the voyagers 

died from disease and lack of shelter. 

Yet, when the harvest season arrived, they set 

aside three full days to give thanks. In spite of 

the hardships, there was still much to be 

grateful for. They were alive. They were 

welcomed as strangers into a new land. The 

natives taught them how to grow their own 

crops. They had food to eat and friends to 

share it with. And...they had religious freedom, 

which is the very reason they came. 

The settlers’ simple decision to be 

intentionally grateful led to centuries of 

Americans doing the same every 

November. 

Let’s be real though. In some seasons of life, 

being grateful is just plain hard. We find 

ourselves overwhelmed with circumstances 

and underwhelmed with relationships. With 

preoccupied minds and aching hearts, it goes 

against our nature to give thanks anyway. But 

that’s exactly what the Lord asks of us. 

But...  

How can we give thanks if we lost our job? 

How can we give thanks if we’ve been 

diagnosed with a disease? 

How can we give thanks if we can’t conceive? 

How can we give thanks if our friend refuses to 

talk to us? 

How can we give thanks if we are spending the 

holidays alone...again? 

How can we give thanks if our marriage is 

falling apart? 

How can we give thanks if our child is 

suffering? 

How can we give thanks if we lost a loved one? 

How can we give thanks if we don’t know what 

the future holds? 

Because even though we are struggling, our 

God is still sovereign. 

In each difficult situation, our Creator gives us 

glimpses of hope in a sacred silver lining. It’s 

the place where God is working all things 

together for good. It’s where the hidden 
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blessings are stored. They aren’t always easy 

to find, but they’re always there.  

The secret to giving thanks in all 

circumstances is to find His sacred lining. 

We will find His sacred lining when we give 

thanks for what we do have, instead of 

complaining about what we don’t have. 

Not that I was ever in need, for I have learned 

how to be content with whatever I have. I know 

how to live on almost nothing or with 

everything. I have learned the secret of living in 

every situation, whether it is with a full stomach 

or empty, with plenty or little. For I can do 

everything through Christ, who gives me 

strength. Philippians 4:11-13 NLT 

We will find His sacred lining when we give 

thanks for what is right instead of worrying 

about what is wrong. 

Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about 

everything. Tell God what you need, and thank 

him for all he has done. Then you will 

experience God’s peace, which exceeds 

anything we can understand. His peace will 

guard your hearts and minds as you live in 

Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:6-7 NLT 

We will find His sacred lining when we give 

thanks for the process instead of grumbling 

about the problem. 

We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems 

and trials, for we know that they help us 

develop endurance. And endurance develops 

strength of character, and character 

strengthens our confident hope of salvation. 

And this hope will not lead to disappointment. 

For we know how dearly God loves us, 

because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill 

our hearts with his love. Romans 5:3-5 NLT 

We will find His sacred lining when we give 

thanks to God first. 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his 

love endures forever. Psalm 118:1 NIV 

 

Before we gather around the table this year, 

gobbling up turkey and a slice of pumpkin pie, 

let’s be intentional about giving thanks no 

matter what. Yes, circumstances can be 

challenging. Yes, relationships can be broken. 

But we serve a God who is for us, not 

against us. There is a holy gift waiting for us 

amidst the hardship. 

Let’s look hard for His sacred lining and 

give thanks to God when we find it, not just 

on Thanksgiving, but every day. 
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Circuit Rider, go to www.mississippi-
umc.org/pages/detail/1049. 
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(228) 284 - 4199. 

 

 

 

SHOEBOXES Praise to the good Lord,   
Coalville UMC packed 402 gospel 
opportunity boxes in the name of Jesus 
Christ.  Thank you to everyone, especially 
Bro Len, Jan Gum and the youth, Janna 
Household, and Karen Sherlock.  2020 has 
been a year of challenges but our God kept 
his and our mission successful.   Miss all of 
you.  Carolyn 
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Hello from Cornerstone.  Happy December.  We 

sure enjoyed our Sidewalk Service last month 

and would like to thank everyone who came out 

and worshiped with us.  It was great to get 

together. 

Unfortunately Cornerstone will not be holding 

our birthday party for Jesus this year due to the 

Coronavirus Pandemic.  We will however, still 

be taking donations to deliver to the Seashore 

Mission as their need is always great. These 

donations will be accepted by any Cornerstone 

member or in the church office through 

December 13th. Some items to donate would be 

men's socks, gloves, underwear, knit hats, back 

packs, LED flashlights, small tents, sleeping 

bags, small hand sanitizers and face masks. If 

you wish to make a monetary donation please 

make check payable to Seashore Mission and 

give to a Cornerstone member. (Please this 

year no used blankets or clothing. The Mission 

is still unable to have people in the building 

because of the virus.) Thank you so much. 

We pray you have a blessed Christmas season.  

And there were shepherds living out in the fields 

nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 

night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to them, 

and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were terrified.  But the angel said to 

them, “Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news 

that will cause great joy for all the 

people.  Today in the town of David, a Savior 

has been born to you; He is the Messiah, the 

Lord.  This will be a sign to you:  You will find a 

baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 

manger.”  Suddenly a great company of the 

heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising 

God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom 

his favor rests.”   

Luke 2: 8-14 

 

 

 

Brothers and Sisters, I just bet 

you are ready for a positive 

good time this month.  It is a 

challenge to be positive in a 

not so positive 'atmosphere'.   But we can.  May 

we let go of the' visible' kingdom and focus on 

the' invisible' kingdom.  It is Advent season of 

slowing down and experiencing God's 

presence.   

God's faithfulness gives us new hope for the 

future.  May God's love in you overflow to others 

and bring lasting joy.  Pray for peace and let it 

begin within yourself.    

We have already received the blessing of 

Christmas when we ask Jesus into our 

heart.  Celebrating His birth is joyful, and giving 

Jesus to someone else is the best gift we can 

give.   

May each of you experience the grace and love 

of our Savior.  

All day Wed. the 19th I kept sensing that 

someone new would come to our prayer group 

that next day.  I was excited just thinking about 

it.  Sure enough someone did come.  It is 

awesome to be able to pray with and for others.   

Remember to be still and know your Heavenly 

Father loves His people.  

Your Prayer Ministry,  

Barbara Jones 

 



WOW 

Thank you church family as you continue to pray 

and tie a knot for those who are in need.  We 

were able to do a prayer blanket for one of our 

long – time church family members, Juanita 

Nalley.   

 

Please continue to pray for Mrs. Juanita and her 

family.  

 

 

WORSHIP 
During Advent we not only prepare for the birth 
of Jesus, we also are in preparation for Jesus’ 
Return.   

This year we will be remembering the promises 
of God as we light the Advent candles and we 
will give the children an opportunity to place 
different figurines of the nativity scene on the 
altar each week.  This will allow them to watch 
the story of Jesus’ birth unfold before them. 

Thank you to Mike Comeau for putting the 
Advent banners up.  Again, the story is 
incomplete and banners will be added as it 
unfolds.   

December 13th, 9 AM, we’ll be remembering 
our loved ones who have left us this year. 

December 24th, 6 PM is our Christmas Eve 
service. 

December 27th, Children Celebrating Jesus’ 
Birth:  To celebrate the birth of Jesus, we’re 
inviting our children to draw a picture, make a 
card, or bring something of their own from their 
house to place at the manger.  You can bring 
something to either one of the services.   

 

 



Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

Monthly Events 

Scheduled Meetings 

Weekly Events 

CLC – Christian Life Center 

FH – Fellowship Hall 

S – Sanctuary  

CW – Contemporary Worship 

TW – Traditional Worship 

AB – Administrative Board 

CB – Cornerstone Band 

CM – Communications Meeting 

DD – Dixie Doll Twirlers 

FL – Fellowship Luncheon 

Pm – Prayer Ministry 

SL – Senior Luncheon 

WOW – Women of Worth

 

◄ November December 2020 January ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1  

 
 
 
 
 
5:30 PM, Yoga, CLC 
 

2 Fran Friis 

 Ren Nalley 
 

3 Travis Halvin 

 10:30 AM, Pm, FH 
 
 
 
 
 
 6 PM, CB, S 
 

4  

 

3 – 8 PM 
Craft Show 

CLC 
 
 
 7 PM, AA, FH 
 

5  

 
 
 

3:30 PM 
FH Reserved 

 

6 9 AM, TW, S 

  10 AM, SS, FH 
  11 AM, CW, S 
 
 Cheryl South 
 
 
 6 – 8 PM, UMYF & 
                 YA, CLC 

7 Holly Gibbs 

 
 3 – 6 PM, DD, CLC 
 
 
 
 
 6 PM, CB, S 
 

8  

 
 
 
 
 
5:30 PM, Yoga, CLC 
 
 

9  
 

10  

  10:30 AM, Pm, FH 
 Marjorie Carlow 
 Hunter Rodriguez 
 
 
 
 6 PM, CB, S 

11  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  7 PM, AA, FH 

12  
 

13 9 AM, TW, S 

      10 AM, SS, FH 
      11 AM, CW, S 
 
 Laura Ellis 
 
 
 6 – 8 PM, UMYF & 
                 YA, CLC 

14  

   
 3 – 6 PM, DD, CLC 
 
 
 
 
 6 PM, CB, S 

15  

 
 
 
 
 
5:30 PM, Yoga, CLC 
 
 

16  
 

17  

 10:30 AM, Pm, FH 
 
 
 
 
 
 6 PM, CB, S 

18 Mike Bahm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  7 PM, AA, FH 

19  
 

20 9 AM, TW, S 

     10 AM, SS, FH 
     11 AM, CW, S 
 
 Matthew Hansen 
 

All Day 
CLC Reserved 

 

21 Caleb Grant 

       Diane Sindle 
  3 – 6 PM, DD, CLC 
 
 
 
 
 6 PM, CB, S 
 

22  

 
 
 
 
 
5:30 PM, Yoga, CLC 
 
 

23  
 

24  

 
 

6 PM 
Christmas Eve 

Service 
 
 

25 Joan Cravens

 
 

26 Barbie Lepre 
 

27 9 AM, TW, S 

     10 AM, SS, FH 
     11 AM, CW, S 
 
 
 
 6 – 8 PM, UMYF & 
                 YA, CLC 
 

28 Jacob Quave 

   
 3 – 6 PM, DD, CLC 
 
 
 
 
 6 PM, CB, S 

29 Toogie Bahm 

 
 
 
 
5:30 PM, Yoga, CLC 
 
 

30  
 

31 Travis Moberg 
 

 
Backpack Blessings 

     6th – Oatmeal/grits 
   13th – Beanie Weenies 
   20th – Ramen noodles 
   27th – Ravioli  

 

https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/January-2021

