
Let Go or Be Dragged

Control is a crucial part of human experience, but how much of our lives can we truly 
manage? While we aspire to shape our entire destiny, reality is more complex. Although we have 
major influence over our inner world – our thoughts, choices, and responses, many aspects of life 
remain outside our control. For example, we can make plans, but unexpected circumstances or 
the actions of others many contradict those plans. This forces us to accept and adapt, showing 
that total control is not definite. This essay explores the extent of our control, focusing on 
personal responsibility, external influences, and the power of acceptance.

Some of the limited areas where we have control are over our minds, emotions, and 
behaviors. We may not control what happens to us, but we can shape our reactions to it. Through 
self-discipline, we can regulate our emotions, make thoughtful decisions, and work toward 
personal goals. For example, when faced with adversity, being optimistic can help us overcome 
challenges, showing that while life is erratic, it is possible to manipulate our reactions to it. The 
ability to manage emotional reactions allows us to navigate tricky situations elegantly, 
reinforcing the idea that internal control can create stability amidst chaos. 

However, while we can control our inner world, much of what happens in life is beyond 
our reach. External factors – such as the behavior of other people, unexpected events, and 
societal structures – are often things we cannot change. For instance, we cannot dictate how 
others will act or how certain global events will unfold. Despite our utmost efforts, many 
outcomes in life depend on forces outside our influence, reminding us that control is limited. The 
unpredictability of the world means that no matter how prepared we are, life will throw lemons 
that we must turn into lemonade without all of our tools.

Given the limits on what we can manage, acceptance becomes a necessary thing – that 
one cannot live without. By acknowledging that some aspects of life are beyond our influence, 
we free ourselves from the frustration of trying to manage the uncontrollable. Acceptance allows 
us to focus on what we can change – our attitudes and actions – while letting go of anxiety about 



things outside our control. This mindset can bring peace, reduce stress, and help us go through 
life gracefully, enabling us to work harmoniously with others while maintaining inner stability. 

In conclusion, while we have extensive control over our thoughts, attitudes, and actions, 
the external world often remains incontrollable. The key to balancing these realities lies in 
practicing self-control where we can and accepting the things we cannot edit. By focusing on 
what is within our authority and embracing acceptance, we can lead more fulfilling lives. 
Understanding the boundaries of control helps us make peace with uncertainty, making life 
enriching.


