Algebra I Syllabus      Central High School, 2017-2018
Teacher:  Mr. Dion S. W. vonAllmen
Contact:   (502) 485-8226

Email: Dion.vonAllmen@Jefferson.KYSchools.US

Curriculum:  Prentice-Hall Algebra 1 (Kentucky Certified Edition) and/or CPM (College Preparatory Mathematics) Algebra 1 Connections
Materials you need for this class: 
YOU MUST HAVE A SCIENTIFIC CALCULATOR OF YOUR OWN FOR THIS CLASS.  Everyone must have their OWN Ti84(+) Graphing Calculator ($80-$100)  If you have an ANDROID phone, you can DOWNLOAD a TI-84+ for free or a very small fee!  (Search for “WABBIT EMU.”)   You will be using the TI-84+ throughout high school and college!  PLEASE put your NAME in permanent ink on your calculator, in case it is misplaced.  

Loose-leaf paper, a 3-ring binder or 3-prong folder and a SPIRAL or COMPOSITION notebook (“quadruled” are best.) and GRAPH PAPER, pen or pencil.
You are responsible to come to class prepared each day with all of these items (including the calculator!) !!
The Idea of the Course: Algebra I is a first year math course that includes the study of linear equations, linear inequalities, linear functions, systems of equations, and polynomials. The beginning of the course will review and re-teach materials from earlier years of mathematics. This course will help to give students the required background knowledge and skills necessary to be successful in their future Mathematics classes and to help begin to become prepared for the ACT.

Focus Topics:
1) Solving Linear Equations and Inequalities and Adding/Subtracting Polynomial Expressions
2) Multiple representations and function notation.
3) Systems of Linear Equations
4) Scatter plots and line of best fit.
5) Arithmetic and Geometric Sequences.
6) Construct and use exponential models.
7) Multiplying polynomial expressions and factoring quadratics.
8) Graphing quadratic equations/functions
9) Solving quadratic equations and applications of quadratic equations.
10) Graphing linear inequalities and systems of linear inequalities.
11) Expressions with rational exponents.
12) Further study of functions – including domain and range and the difference between discrete and continuous functions.
Grades: 


Grading Scale: 
A (89.5 - 100%)  
B (79.5 – 89.49%) 
C (69.5 – 79.49%) 
D (59.5 – 74.49%) 
U (59.49% or below) 
All grades will be entered on Infinite Campus (Parent Portal) no less than every three weeks.
The Details:
EITHER Student Engagement OR Student Progression (See below):

NOTEBOOKS: You will be keeping a binder which will include the work you do in class and , your classwork/homework, and your SPIRAL OR COMPOSITION notebook.  It will also include reflections, Math Notes, and your progress record on key standards. It will be your responsibility to keep up with these things as you go. EVERTHING MUST BE DATED!!!  AND KEPT IN ORDER!  EVERYTHING THE TEACHER WRITES ON THE SCREEN – YOU WRITE IN YOUR NOTEBOOK!! You will occasionally be able to use your notebook on quizzes and tests throughout the year.


Your notebook should not be any extra work. It is your lifeline and your study guide for the course! If you are keeping it up to date each and every day, then you should have no extra work to do at the end of each “cycle” to turn it in. In addition, by keeping it up to date you will have an easy study tool to use to prepare for any assessments given in class. 

30% of your grade:  STUDENT ENGAGEMENT:  (Participation Grade): Each day that you come to class on time, are not disruptive or loud and are being an active participant in class, and bring your materials, you will earn points. (Your participation grade will also be graded by “In-Class Projects” in which ALL students MUST participate in order to receive a grade!)


20% of your grade:  STUDENT PROGESSION (Classwork): Unless otherwise stated, you will have an assignment that will be due in class each day. Each classwork assignment is worth between 5 and 15 points, if collected.  These points are based on completion, accuracy and showing ALL work for each problem. If you are absent during class, you are responsible for making sure that you have the work that you missed and to get it turned in, if it was collected.  You will have the same number of days as you were absent to make up any missed work. (If you were absent on Monday, and return on Wednesday, Monday’s assignment will be due to me when you return on Friday.)

Homework: There will be homework throughout the school year. Homework is essential to continue to practice the concepts that are taught in class. Homework assignments will be due the next class period and may be graded for accuracy and/or completion. Each homework assignment will be worth 10-15 points, if collected.

Exit Slips: There will occasionally be an exit slip throughout the school year during the last ten minutes of class. These exit slips serve as one way to make sure that you are understanding the topics of that day and also help to communicate how well the class is understanding each topic.  Exit slips are usually worth 8-10 points, 2-3 points for each question. 
50% of your grade:  STUDENT MASTERY:  (Quizzes, DISTRICT/STATE Proficiency  Tests, other Tests):  









 Instead of giving larger tests, I prefer to have more frequent smaller quizzes. Typically, you will have a quiz every week to two weeks.  Quizzes will be worth between 15 and 35 points.  Proficiency Tests REQUIRED by the District and the Commonwealth of Kentucky and other tests will be worth 40-50 points.
Keys To Success In Algebra 1:
· RULE NUMBER ONE!!!  NEVER TALK or make ANY NOISE while the teacher is instructing or answering questions!!


· Come to class on time and LISTEN during class.
· Be an active participant (when in class, don’t be lazy and be productive!) and KEEP YOUR HANDS TO YOURSELF!

· Work with your classmates when it is appropriate.

· Ask questions, then ask more questions when you don’t understand.

· Keep your notebook up to date.

· Do your homework!

· Don’t give up, have a positive attitude and enjoy it!

My Promise to You:

If you give this your absolute best effort, I promise that you will learn more mathematics than you ever thought you would, and that you will be very prepared for any future academic activities.


NOTE:  I reserve the right to at any time change any of the details that are listed above in the syllabus. However, I promise you that if any changes are made, you will know about them.
