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& .  What kind of thmgs do you like to make
ge=and what kind of projects do you like to,,

" do around the house?
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«If you knew it would fail and turn out very flawed. s S
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A quick recap of parts 1 & 2 so that we can
see more clearly & feel more deeply about the
birth of our Messiah!




> allof thzs




We saw that God’s Word says He knows our thoughts
before we think them and that He knows our hearts as

well.
Isaiah 46:10-13 & Psalm 139 (especially vs 1-5) John 2:23-25
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b s
od loves us so much and desires an intimate spiritual relationship
With all of us ; so He gave us free will

> Sin is disobedience to God’s Word. When we choose to be

disobedient, then we sin and evil is the consequence. j
N

> Yet knowing all of this before creation, He still chose to speak His it
creation into existence out of love for us. AND, not only did He still C: — S
create us, He gave us a way back to Him from the beginning!!! ‘?f e
HOWAMAZING IS THAT? S
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Jesus' birth was prophesied throughout the OT

Peace _ Isaiah 9:6

; “ﬂahnotwﬂwnwupfromﬂbahunpof]auﬁomﬂumﬂa‘&wmhwﬂbwrﬁw — .7

Isaiah 11:1 2
/

“The days are coming, declares the TORD, ‘When { will raise up for Dagid arighteous
Branch, a fing who will reign wisely and dow what isjust and right id the land.”
Jeremiah 235 o g éa-
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X0 v""; :_(see parl 2 of the study-where we dug into the prophecies throughout the -
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Part 3 of Messiah Study

An in immersive study to experience the birth of Messiah!



‘The birth of Fesus is a wholly orchestrated event! All the pieces
we looked at in parts 1 & 2 and the pieces in this lesson will come
together and hopefully give you an impactful understanding of
the fact that all of this is one amazing event and not just several

different events not fully related!



It is zmportcmt to understand that durmg the time of 7esus s
birth, the Fewish nation was eagerly awaiting a savior (o freg S il
Wl them from the bondage of the Romans and their history of 2 &l
Lheing conquered. Roman historians Suetonius, lacitus, and:
7o.s‘el)hus all wrote that evervhody was talking expectedly aboul

Ya ruler coming from Fudea to rule the world Yhere was a buszst
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D Bith l lhc Son of God!

i

The PROPHESI I

-

~ we see the build up ‘ | r:f is visited by an
briel, who tells hi -~ | he : is wife
Eéold) thls son would he | Jo Il of the
AN( 1im-thewa: 2 gcomes pregnant,
h‘the Son of
aews! HOW
ILIES’
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Read Luke 2:1-20 ~describes the birth of Jesus and the announcement
spread throughout the land by the shepherds

< Intersting notes:

ot % The Greek word for “inn” in Luke 2:7 is ‘kataluma’ which

' means a room in a guest house or inn. In Luke 22:11 the
same word is used to describe a room in a residence.

% Jesus was born and wrapped in swaddling cloths

(protective cloths)and laid in a manger (trough.feed

holder. open box).
% Shepherds, lowly or highly regarded? Some insight will

add some extra meaning and insight into the event!
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"or hich society?

Some theologians believe that the shepherds were considered the lowest of the low, )

),‘
““only group below them are the lepers. OUCH! That is low for this time period. Lepers

= were considered unclean outcasts; they had to announce they were lepers as they |
walked near anybody and had to stay outside the city. They were looked down on and |

I’:
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i kind of the ‘forgotten scum’ of the time. What might be one reason God would call on
—this lowly group lo spread the news of the birth of yesus?

‘.

Some theologians argue that the shepherds were considered to be of some reverence,
high in the class system. King David, Abraham, Moses, Amos were all shepherds.
And Jesus was the ‘Shepherd of His people.”
8o, which is correct? This is one of those things we talked about before in
¢ translations of the Bible. THE PLAIN MESSAGE IS THE MAIN MESSAGE! AND That
is, The Angel told the shepherds (who as we will see are humble people whether low =«
—eclass or high class), they worshipped the Lord, theywere chosen by God to reveal the—~
+ birth, AND they spread the good news!

C 1st0r1cal background! Y
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\_ BUT, let’s study this part of the story y w1th.ﬂ-

NSO T



1)The Mishnah (collection of rabbinie sayings; traditions, and interpretations ;

... of the OT that were written down in this book) and Babylonian Talmud ‘,
- (book of Rabbi debates on contents of the Mishnah) states the regulation for |

) shepherds that “expressly forbids the keeping of flocks throughout the land »({

; of Israel exceptin the wilderness - and the only flocks otherwise keptwould

Jrats be those for the Temple services (Bab k. 7:7:80a). So00, since these —

shepherds were not in the wilderness but outside the city of Bethlehem, they }

were likely priests watching over flocks used for temple sacrifices and
services. These sheep had to be ‘unblemished lambs with no broken bones ’
(Read Exodus 12:3-14 The Passover; a representation of the blood covenant
of Jesus)

2) The Mishnah also states that the MESSIAH would be revealed from the
Midgal Eder, which translates as ‘tower of the flock.” These shepherds
actually had towers built in the fields (as did farmers) to watch over their

Do you see how the 7ewzsh customs

s ;-7‘/—~_,__,\,

ke 1 he bzrth that much more [)owerful?
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3) The priests would have known abdht the prophecy of Messiah. Now
with His birth, there would not be a need for blood sacrifices of animals-

they could leave their posts. Jesus was the perfect unblemished lamb
See 1 Peler 1:19

4)The baby Jesus was wrapped in swaddling cloths. Swaddling cloths
were not ordinary cloths. They were used by shepherds to wrap around
the unblemished lambs to protect them and keep them clean for sacrifice

in the temple! Say What? Does that help you understand the magnitude
of the birth of Jesus?

5) WHAT DO YOU THINK I'T WAS LIKE WHEN THE HEAVENLY HOS'T
APPEARED ‘10 THE SHEPHERDS? DO you think they also joined in
singing and praising? Do you think they were afraid or amazed or excited
or bewildered? Can you imagine thg: beauty of the event?
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Whether the shepherds were lozaly or hzghly is really of no !
& consequence- Fesus was born and He is Messiah. (‘The main ‘,
message is the plain message). )

BUT if they were lowly, it adds to the humbleness and humanity
T of our Savior Fesus Christ.

If the shepherds were highly, then knowing the insight into the
._ priestly shepherds adds to the impact of the event with little
) nuances like the watch tower or swaddling cloths.

L My opinion is that the shepherds were both humble and lowly as
: well as highly and priestly~ take them together and the event is
impacted greatly!
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The role of the Wisemen in the birth of Jesus:

Read Matthew 2:1-12 ~ the wise men (Magi) are lead to Jesus: we really

don’t know much about the Magi-only what is in these verses. The magi
were typically priestly-political class of the Parthians who lived east of
Palestine. Typically magi were students of science, agriculture,history,

astronomy and astrology (which were often studied together at the time).

And they often dabbled in the occult yet believed in only one God.
Historians say that the magi’s teachings were essential to one being
crowned king in Persia. AND that the magi had to approve and crown
the king. They are mentioned in the books of Daniel, Esther, Jeremiah.

Many traditions and legends have settled into that there were 3 named
Casper, Balthazar, and Melchior. One is pictured as Ethiopian as well.
But none of this is written in the Bible. May have been descendants of
Noah’s son Shem. |



The Magi cont’d. :

We do not know what star they followed. Maybe it was the North star,
maybe it was a great star God put in the sky, maybe it was the light of God
as mentioned often in the Bible. Whatever it was, it was unique and
amazing! Numbers 24:17 states the Messiah is “a star (that) shall come
forth from Jacob” " anether WOW moment! {also in Revelation 22:16 Jesus
refers to Himself as “the bright morning star”}

Bul the plain message is thal the Magi were lead by God lo follow a starlo
find Tesus and to worship Hzm as Ring!

The gifts the Magi brought
- GOLD~ symbol of material value and wealth AND of nobility/ royalty
FRANKINCENSE~ costly beautiful smellin incense used for important -

occasions (used in The Temple as symbol of people desiring to

please God) -
MYRRH~ costly perfume often used in preparing body for burlal thus

symbol of belng human/ mortal
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Do vou see ALL of the intricate details that
God has lined up and fulfilled in the birth of
TJESUS?

> God, knowing our hearts and
minds loves us so much that He
gave us a savior, a Messiah, so that
we could live in communion with
Him!

> The ENTIRE Bible is all about
Jesus!

> The birth of Jesus is an amazingly
orchestrated event!




Do yvou see it now! ALL of it goes logether like a puszsle~ each piece
can be looked at individually. BUT the full picture is seen when it is
all fit together into one big picture.

God loves us and created us, but before He did all this, He knew our
hearts and thoughts. He knew we would rebel and sin. Yet still, He
created EVERY THING as a home for us where He could commune
with us. AND ALL ALONG he made a way for us to come back to
Him and be forgiven of our sins. He gave us a Messiah, a Savior! He
gave us Jesus and the birth event is a fully orchestrated set of events
THAT ARE FUST ANOTHER PART OF THE BIG PICTURE OG
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