
  

 

to help and support local veter-
ans and their families. They 
were doing it because they 
knew that those same veterans 
and/or families would not get 
the support they needed if they 
weren’t there. They didn’t do it 
for a title or to wear a particular 
cover. To a certain extent we 
have lost that. It’s an issue that 
needs to be addressed to get 
New England Division back to 
where we once were. Now 
more than ever we need to get 
back to our grass roots of the 
League to get the Division 
where it needs to be. I am not 
saying that everyone needs to 
commit one hundred percent of 
their time and effort. What I do 
know is that we 

have Detachment and Department officers that 
have taken on all (most) of the responsibility, it’s 
difficult to get any cooperation and support from 
other members. 
 There will always be personality conflicts, 
you have that with any organization. We all dealt 
with different personalities in the units we served 
with. At the end of the day, we as Marines, had 
each other’s six. As Marines of the Marine Corps 
League, we need to continue to have each oth-
er’s six. We can’t sit back and watch one of own 
fail. I am respectfully asking that 
everyone reach out, lend a hand 
and help each other out. Let’s not 
forget, we are all still part of the 
same team. 

Message From The Division  Commandant 

August 2024 — September 2024 

Newsletter of The New England Division of The Marine Corps League Vol. 3 Issue 6 

Members, 
 
 I hope everyone is en-
joying their summer. As we all 
know, the summer comes with 
a Marine Corps League Nation-
al convention. This year will be 
in Palm Springs, California. It 
should be a good time and 
those who have spent their en-
tire life living on the east coast 
will have a chance to see how 
the west coast lives. If you are 
headed to the convention, send 
me an email or text when 
you’re out there. I 
want to get everyone from New 
England Division together to do 
something as a group. 
 I would like everyone to 
know New England is unique. 
We are not like other Division’s where you must 
travel ten hours to get to a neighboring Depart-
ment meeting. For the most part, we can be 
there in 3-4 hours. We are unique because we 
are a small Division in the sense of membership, 
having six Departments. We are unique because 
attending different League events, it’s like walk-
ing into the bar Cheers, where everyone knows 
your name. Those who have attended the mid-
winter conferences or national conventions have 
heard many times, me included, New England is 
such a tight, friendly, enjoyable area to visit. 
Those comments are not made because of me 
or any one individual. They are made because 
of what so many League members have built 
this Division to be. This Division had six strong 
Departments with members participating, help-
ing at events, filling positions as officers of their 
respective Detachments/Departments. They 
wanted to keep the tradition alive and continue 

Patrick Maguire  

National Vice Commandant  

New England Division 
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Division Vice Commandant Patrick Maguire Coventry, RI 02816 
PMaguire@mcleague.org c-401-481-7995 Dept. of RI   Kent Country Det. 453 

   

Assistance Div. Vice Comdt. Michael Hinds Woburn, MA 01801 

Mhinds579@gmail.com C-617-960-6595 Dept. of MA   Honorable Few Det. 1302 

   

Chief of Staff Joe Afonso Pawtucket RI 02861 
bucciatwood@rimcl.org 401-454-9010 Dept of RI Bucci Atwood Detachment 376 

   

Division Adjutant / Newsletter Editor Walt Benson Prospect, CT 06712 

walt.benson5@gmail.com c-203-768-8435 Dept. of CT   Brass City Memorial Det. 31 

   

Aide de Camp Laurent J. Chretien Gorham, ME 04038 

Lschris68@msn.com c-207-894-8906 Dept. of ME   Southern Maine Det. 1324 

   

Division Paymaster Wayne Hamilton Johnston RI 02919 

Wayham913@gmail.com c-401-719-6386 Dept of RI Bucci Atwood Detachment 376 

   

Division Chaplain Jane Deptula Coventry, RI 02816 

Janie.deptula@gmail.com h-401-825-6685 Dept. of RI   Kent Country Det. 453 

   

Division Sergeant at Arms Jim Soder Berlin CT. 06037 
412redbone@att.net 860-262-2690 Dept of CT Hardware City Det 781 

   

Div. Compliance Officer Bernard Heaney Baldwinville, MA 01436 

Bernieandnancy1@comcast.net h-978-939-4414 Dept. of MA  Pequoig Det. 1168 

   

Div. Legislative Officer Warren Griffin Holliston, MA 01746 

wgriffin@mcleague.org c-774-292-1527 Dept. of MA   Metro West Det. 1037 

   

Div. Legal Advisor OPEN  
   

   

Div. Photographer Peter King Raynham, MA 02767 

chiefk@comcast.net c-508-230-4117 Dept. of MA   Grtr New Bedford Det. 1399 

   

Div. Historian OPEN  
   

   

Div. Toys 4 Tots Laurent J. Chretien Gorham, ME 04038 

Lschris68@msn.com c-207-894-8906 Dept. of ME   Southern Maine Det. 1324 

   

Div. Young Marine Liaison Bruce Katz Swansea, MA 02777 

brucejkatz@gmail.com c-603-866-1183 Dept. of MA   Van Gyzen Det. 1285 

   

Div. BSA Liaison Christopher Cekovsky Westfield MA. 01085 
ccekovsky@gmail.com c-413-427-8456 Dept. of MA. Westfield River Valley Det 141 

   

New England Division Contact Information 

2023 — 2024 

mailto:PMaguire@mcleague.org
mailto:Mhinds579@gmail.com
mailto:bucciatwood@rimcl.org
mailto:walt.benson5@gmail.com
mailto:Lschris68@msn.com
mailto:wayham913@gmail.com
mailto:Janie.deptula@gmail.com
mailto:412redbone@att.net
mailto:Bernieandnancy1@comcast.net
mailto:wgriffin@mcleague.org
mailto:chiefk@comcast.net
mailto:Lschris68@msn.com
mailto:brucejkatz@gmail.com
mailto:ccekovsky@gmail.com
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New England Division Contact Information 

2023 — 2024 

New England Division Contact Information 

2023 — 2024 

    important 

Laskey’s Telegraph is published every two months in the 

first week of the following months. 

FEBRUARY. APRIL, JUNE, AUGUST, OCTOBER AND 

DECEMBER.  

The cut off date for submitting material is the last week 

of the following months. JANUARY, MARCH, MAY, JU-

LY, SEPTEMBER AND NOVEMBER.. If there is a spe-

cial circumstance please call to make arrangements.  

Send submissions to: 

Walt.benson5@gmail.com 

203-768-8435 

Send pictures, please include names and what you and 

your detachment is doing. 

 

Div. MODD Liaison Patrick McMahon 24 Newton Rd. Norwich CT 06360 
VCDDMcMahon@gmail.com c-207-752-0025 Dept. of CT Thames River Det. 1334 

   

Div. Auxiliary Liaison OPEN  

   

   

Div. Web Sergeant  Brian Brooks  

Sgt_brooks@yahoo.com 413-768-0316  

   

Dept of CT Commandant Rich Daigle  

Poppop.daigle@gmail.com 860-222-5024  
   

Dept of MA Commandant Jon Zwirbilia    

commandant@mcldeptofmassachusetts.org   

   

Dept of ME Commandant Tom Purtell  

tarps96cu@gmail.com 207-380-8229  
   

Dept of NH Commandant Cody Dumont  

cody@melcara.com 603-785-2665  
   

Dept of RI Commandant Joe Afonso   

bucciatwood@rimcl.org 401-454-9010  

   

Dept of VT Commandant Bob Mayers  

mayersra1@outlook.com 802-626-8058  
   

  What  Should  

       I Submit? 

This is your Newsletter, so anything 

you think others might be interested 

in. Look at the categories, Depart-

ments, Toy for Tots, Devil Dogs, 

Taps, Birthdays, Sick and I  Need. 

Upcoming Events, Help Wanted, 

History, League and Marine Corps, 

Birthdays, Awards and Recognition. 

Community Events, Scholarships, 

Conventions, Meetings and Grand 

Growls, and ongoing projects. What 

are we doing for recruiting? What 

are we doing for Marines for Life? 

What can we do to bring back the 

Auxiliary? Think of some of the pro-

grams we have expanded and can 

you think of any others you want to 

create or expand? We expanded 

the Dogs to include donations to 

provide help to animal shelters, 

what about other groups? What 

about donations for women's shel-

ters for women and children of 

these women? Toys For Tots ex-

panded there program to allow year 

round help to children in distress. 

Someone had an idea and this grew 

from it, you could start your idea 

here. I am sure there is more but 

this is a good start 

   Walt Benson 

mailto:sgt_brooks@yahoo.com
mailto:poppop.daaigle@gmail.com
mailto:commandant@mcldeptofmassachusetts.org
mailto:tarps96cu@gmail.com
mailto:cody@melcara.com
mailto:bucciatwood@rimcl.org
mailto:mayersra1@outlook.com
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From the national 
commandant 

  Marine Corps League members all, 

 

 The country is now in full campaign mode. 

It is all around us in various forms: phone calls, tv 

commercials, campaign rallies, mailings, etc. This 

is what 

democracy is all about and many of us will join in 

with some of these activities in one form or an-

other. Candidates will be running for national, 

state, county, city, or town political offices. They 

will be seeking as much support from as many 

people and places as they can muster. 

 Many Leaguers will be taking part in any number of campaigns in various 

capacities. This is their right and the League respects that. This can lead to a 

conflict/problem that we need to address up front. The League is under legal 

obligation as a Veterans Service Organization not to support any candidate or 

political party. Support includes any website, Facebook site, podcast site or any 

other entity designated as having a Marine Corps League affiliation. This also 

obviously would include attending a political rally or fund raiser wearing any 

Marine Corps League apparel. 

 I encourage anyone to take part in any form in this democratic process. Your 

Marine Corps League side just cannot join you. As a Marine or as a Veteran is fine. 

Thank you all for being understanding in this important restriction we all must 

live by. 

 

Semper Fi, 

Warren Griffin 

National Commandant 

Marine Corps League 
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From the editor 

Hello Marines, 

 Summer is here and we are in full 

speed ahead mode for cele-

brations and all types of 

events. All of our local con-

ventions are over and only 

National remains. The time 

has not passed without the 

loss of many in our ranks. 

Cheryl Griffin wife of our 

National Commandant 

passed after a long battle 

with Cancer as well as our 

PNC Jack Ryan who also 

passed away. We pause to 

remember them and reflect 

on their contribution to the 

League. We also lost many 

members in our local de-

tachments as well, please 

take time at your next meet-

ing or Growl to note their passing and moving 

on to their final post.  

 There are many changes in this issue 

as we strive to make this publication better 

and coordinate with the different organiza-

tions we work with and expand the partner-

ships we share with them. We are trying to 

build our relationships with the Young Ma-

rines, wherever we can. We are looking to 

work closer with  Marine 4 Life in helping 

transitioning Marines as well as Marines in 

need. We want to work with the Youth Physi-

cal Fitness program and the Boy Scouts. We 

want to create more events to bring younger 

Marines with families  to join us and partici-

pate with us. We want to celebrate the Birth-

days of all of our Marines and offer praise 

and honor to those Marines who have 

passed.  

 We want to garner more support and 

participation in events, 

Conventions and meet-

ings as well as 

GROWLS. We want to 

showcase the achieve-

ments and awards that 

our Marines are given. 

And we want to en-

courage all Marines to 

take an active part in 

our League. Come to 

meetings, attend 

Growls. Take part in 

Toys for Tots, it could 

be as little as putting 

out one box and moni-

toring the box 

 Start a calling 

campaign in your De-

tachment to remind Marines we have a 

Meeting and ask them if they want to ride 

together. We are more than a Birthday Ball, 

we are more than a rose fundraiser. We are 

more than a Breakfast once a year. 

 I said this at the CT convention and it 

is worth repeating, “We are not a Club” we 

are a veterans service organization, that is 

here to serve our fellow Marines and veter-

ans. Bring yourself to the next meeting and 

when you get there be part of the mission 

we are trying to accomplish. Take a position  

in the Detachment or Department or Divi-

sion. Support something we are doing. 

Send pictures, ideas, an article or most im-

portantly serve as an officer, it’s easier than 

you think. 

                                  Walt Benson 
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                         Fun, fun, fun,  

        we are never too old to play!!

  

 We used to have an activities committee, and they used to talk about 

activities for the membership to do. I know in Connecticut this group hasn’t 

met in at least six years. There used to be bus trips offered each summer, I 

don’t know what group set them up with us and if that is even the way we 

want to go but it seems to me that we should try to do some things that are 

fun. The younger members we have want and need to do things that involve 

their families. Rhode Island did a Family Fun Day, CT has an annual pic-

nic in some detachments and at some of the Conventions we have had 

other activities, Hatchet Throwing, tours, and extra dinner. If we can do it 

for this we can do it for ourselves. Fun Days and Picnics can be held at 

State Parks and offer Bouncy houses, corn hole, wiffle ball, swimming, card games, magic shows. 

All of these can be subsidized by the detachment or the Department to keep the cost down to the 

Membership, Family Fun Day was $5 or $20 a carload. These activities should be for FUN because 

we deserve the Break. No fund raising, no recruiting, just Marines and their Families having a good 

time, decompressing, and enjoying the comradery. If your detachment of Department has a good 

idea lets share it, and don’t stop there if someone has an event lets go and support it. Maybe your 

detachment or all of our detachments can plan one event each year. It could be summer or fall or 

winter. If we want or can find a company that offers day trips, to Historical places or a casino, or an 

amusement park. We work hard all year so lets celebrate what we do and have our families join us 

in the activity           Walt Benson 

From the editor 

Have you joined any of these meetings? Well if you missed any oft 

them, they are available on You Tube and there are a lot of good top-

ics to choose from 

        OPEN FOR ALL 

MEMBERS OF THE MCL 

    & MCL AUXILIARY 
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Let’s hear from writers 

 Since the middle ages poets and writers have been the keepers of history and legends. They 

immortalize those who have died and paint pictures of history so that all may realize what has hap-

pened here. There are many writers within the Marine Corps some published some not but all have 

a story to tell. They tell of their experience in war and in life. They tell of Fear, of Heroism, of Suc-

cess and Failures or to over simplify it they tell of life. Warriors feel passion at the highest levels. 

They love harder and stronger, as well as fight and sacrifice more than others. In the middle ages 

the term was coined, “The Warrior Poet” as they demonstrated through words all of the great deeds 

these warriors have displayed. I know many of you have books, poems, and thoughts both pub-

lished and not, Pick a passage that is meaningful; to you, that tells your story or sends your mes-

sage. If it is published give us the link to where it is for sale in case anyone wants more of it. If not 

send it anyway even if you choose to publish it anonymously. 
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Message from the commandant 

 Thank you to all the Marines who selected me as Department of 

Connecticut Commandant for 2024 – 2025. It is an honor to serve in 

this capacity, especially with the fine men and women who make up 

this Department. 

 We have several open positions. The most important one is 

Paymaster. Marine Walt Benson has been trying to step down for 

about three years. For that to happen, someone else must step up. NO 

EXPERIENCE NECESSARY. I know Walt would be willing to guide a 

new Paymaster, as would former Paymaster Jack Dougherty. 

There are a few positions that absolutely must be filled for the Depart-

ment to operate. A Paymaster is critical. 

We also need people, Regular or Associate Members, to fill the following: 

Sergeant-at-Arms (Ray Burrington needs to step down.) 

Boy Scout Liaison (Vacant) 

Historian (Vacant) 

Legislative Officer (Vacant) 

Public Relations (Sal Sena needs to step down.) 

Scholarship Chair (Sal Sena needs to step down.) 

Weapons Compliance Officer (Sal Sena needs to step down.) 

Youth Physical Fitness Officer (Vacant) 

Most of our members are Marines. We were either drafted or we enlisted, but we all stood on 

the yellow footprints. I did over 50 years ago. In any case, we did our jobs because we had to. Now 

we’re all volunteers, but we still have jobs to do in the Marine Corps League. 

The strength of the League is in its members. Please think about that as you consider taking 

on a new task.  

Semper Fidelis.  
Rich Daigle 
Commandant 
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 The Iwo Jima Memorial Foundation partic-

ipated in the Independence Day Parade in Madi-

son CT.  I think it is the largest 4th of July parade 

in the state.   The parade lasted almost an 

hour.  There were thousands of people along the 

parade route.  

News & photos of  

Iwo Jima Memorial parade in Madison CT  
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 Five signers were captured by the British and brutally tortured as traitors.  Nine fought in the War for 
Independence and died from wounds or from hardships they suffered.  Two lost their sons in the Continental 
Army.  Another two had sons captured. At least a dozen of the fifty-six had their homes pillaged and burned. 
 What kind of men were they? Twenty-five were lawyers or jurists. Eleven were merchants.  Nine were 
farmers or large plantation owners.  One was a teacher, one a musician, and one a printer. These were men 
of means and education, yet they signed the Declaration of Independence, knowing full well that the penalty 
could be death if they were captured. 
 In the face of the advancing British Army, the Continental Congress fled from Philadelphia to Balti-
more on December 12, 1776. It was an especially anxious time for John Hancock, the President, as his wife 
had just given birth to a baby girl. Due to the complications stemming from the trip to Baltimore, the child lived 
only a few months. 
 William Ellery's signing at the risk of his fortune proved only too realistic. In December 1776, during 
three days of British occupation of Newport, Rhode Island, Ellery's house was burned, and all his property 
destroyed. 
 Richard Stockton, a New Jersey State Supreme Court Justice, had rushed back to his estate near 
Princeton after signing the Declaration of Independence to find that his wife and children were living like refu-
gees with friends. They had been betrayed by a Tory sympathizer who also revealed Stockton's own wherea-
bouts. British troops pulled him from his bed one night, beat him and threw him in jail where he almost 
starved to death. When he was finally released, he went home to find his estate had been looted, his posses-
sions burned, and his horses stolen. Judge Stockton had been so badly treated in prison that his health was 
ruined and he died before the war's end. His surviving family had to live the remainder of their lives off chari-
ty. 
 Carter Braxton was a wealthy planter and trader. One by one his ships were captured by the British 
navy. He loaned a large sum of money to the American cause; it was never paid back. He was forced to sell 
his plantations and mortgage his other properties to pay his debts. 
 Thomas McKean was so hounded by the British that he had to move his family almost constantly. He 
served in the Continental Congress without pay, and kept his family in hiding. 
 Vandals or soldiers or both looted the properties of Clymer, Hall, Harrison, Hopkinson and Livingston. 
Seventeen lost everything they owned. 
 Thomas Heyward, Jr., Edward Rutledge and Arthur Middleton, all of South Carolina, were captured by 
the British during the Charleston Campaign in 1780. They were kept in dungeons at the St. Augustine Prison 
until exchanged a year later. 
 At the Battle of Yorktown, Thomas Nelson, Jr. noted that the British General Cornwallis had taken 
over the family home for his headquarters. Nelson urged General George Washington to open fire on his own 
home. This was done, and the home was destroyed. Nelson later died bankrupt. 
 Francis Lewis also had his home and properties destroyed. The enemy jailed his wife for two months, 
and that and other hardships from the war so affected her health that she died only two years later. 
 "Honest John" Hart, a New Jersey farmer, was driven from his wife's bedside when she was near 
death. Their thirteen children fled for their lives. Hart's fields and his grist mill were laid waste. For over a year 
he eluded capture by hiding in nearby forests. He never knew where his bed would be the next night and of-
ten slept in caves. 
 When he finally returned home, he found that his wife had died, his children disappeared, and his 
farm and stock were completely destroyed. Hart himself died in 1779 without ever seeing any of his family 
again. 
 Such were the stories and sacrifices typical of those who risked everything to sign the Declaration of 
Independence. These men were not wild-eyed, rabble-rousing ruffians. They were soft-spoken men of means 
and education. They had security, but they valued liberty more. Standing tall, straight, and unwavering, they 
pledged: 
 "For the support of this declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of the Divine Providence, we 
mutually pledge to each other, our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor." 
 

 

What Happened to the Signers of the Declaration of Independence?  
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 The Convention started off with dinner at Maggie McFly’s in Glastonbury. 

The Connecticut convention 

Lynn Maguire, Pat McMahon, Tom Jackson, Ray Burrington, Ellen Timms , Teri Benson, Jack Dougherty, 

Rich Daigle, Walt Benson, Liz Anderson, David Porter, Gregg Timms, Bill Lamb, Dave Rosa, and Mike 

Hinds, taking the picture Pat Maguire. 

The grand growl swearing in officers 

 

Bill Lamb, Pat, McMahon, Jim Lauber, Rich Daigle, Walt Benson, Jack Dougherty, and Bill Lee. 

The Pack Dog of The Year is Rich Daigle and a new twist, The pack dog of the year will bring the above dog 

to our Growls all year 
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The Connecticut convention 

Left top: Charise Hewitt Associate Member of the Yr. 

2022, Jack Dougherty National Marine of The Yr. 

Steve Pocaro , Associate Member of the Yr.2024 

and his wife Sue, Rich Daigle MOY 2024. 

 

Above. National Vice Commandant Pat Maguire pre-

sents Commandant Pat McMahon, Distinguished Cit-

izen Award Bronze. 

 

Left: Our Substitute Guest Speaker SgtMaj. John 

Ploskonka, Commandant of Peter P. Monaco Jr. De-

tachment. The SgtMaj was among one of the best 

speakers I have heard. He was funny, informative 

and did not bore anyone in the least. I have never 

been to one of these where we needed a substitute, 

but in addition to doing an excellent job of filling in, 

he showed us how much talent we actually have 

within our organization without going outside. Thank 

You SgtMaj Oh-rah!! 
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Paul c Houghton picnic 

Lake at the picnic site         Quilting Associate member and           Chef for the Day 

                                                  Paymaster Susie Lee                  Leann Jean 

NEVC Pat Maguire &             Susies Brother & sister in law         Denise And Cooper           

Det Commandant Bill Lee           Joe and April Kling                         Dalton 
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Paul c Houghton picnic 

Elizabeth Buzalski                    Det Adjutant  Sergeant –at- Arms 

                                                      Elizabeth Sears                 Steven Sears 

Malcolm and                             Sr. Vice Commandant    Jacob Houghton 

NanRhines                                        Kevin Houghton     Leann Jean 
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MCL Dept. of Connecticut Chaplain 

 It is my honor and privi-

lege to follow in the footsteps 

of Marine Jack Doughtery and 

be appointed as Chaplain for 

the Department of Connecti-

cut. Jack has been in this po-

sition for many years and has 

done an outstanding job. 

Thank you, Jack, for your tire-

less dedication to serving the 

League members in our state. 

 The first lesson I 

learned was the importance of timely and accu-

rate reporting of our deceased members. Re-

sponding to the passing of a fellow League 

member is a high priority for each of us. One 

way we can help each other is to ensure our 

personal information is current and accurate. 

Just like our active-duty days, any change in 

status should be reported to the Detachment or 

Department. These include changes in marital 

status, new address/email/phone, or a change 

to next of kin. I encourage members to check 

with their adjutant and paymaster to confirm 

their personal data is correct. 

 When a League member passes, it is our 

duty as chaplains to complete the Notice of 

Death (NOD), which is a pdf fillable form. The 

following is the sequence for submitting the 

NOD. 

1) Detachment Chaplain fills out the form then 

sends a copy to the Department Chaplain 

(
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m
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From the chaplain 
copy for detachment records. 

2) Department Chaplain sends 

a copy to the Marine Corps 

League National Headquarters 

and the MCL National Chap-

lain

(MCLnationalchap-

lain@gmail.com) retaining a 

copy for department records. 

3) Detachment Paymaster 

must attach this form when 

submitting a Notice of Death 

via Transmittal Also, be sure to 

check on any member, or member’s family, who 

may be sick or in distress. Many of us are stub-

born and try to keep our health issues to our-

selves but we are here for each other. Wellness 

checks and buddy checks are important tools for 

physical health and mental health. Let us share 

and care for each other.  

 In closing I offer this scripture from Josh-

ua 1:9 – “Have I not commanded you? Be 

strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, 

and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God 

is with you wherever you go.” 

 

S/F 

Peter DePaola 

Chaplain 

Dept of Connecticut 
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Massachusetts  

  

Lcpl john j. van gyzen det. 1285 mcl 

 

 

Top left: Det 1285 Paymaster Robinson 

and Family  

 

Top Right:  Rhode Island Gold Star Fam-
ilies Float -  
Det 1285 Members with - Chaplain Car-
valloh  holding boot John J VanGyzen 
Boots 

 

Left: Det 1285 Members with - Chaplain 
Carvalloh  holding boot John J 
VanGyzen Boots 
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Massachusetts  

Marc Connolly, Adjutant 

Adjutant from the  

William R. Caddy Detachment #12 

Met with Matthew Edwards at the Brockton VA Hospital Campus on Monday, June 
17

th
 and delivered the four (4) donation checks (Brockton, Jamaica Plain, Huntington 

House & West Roxbury).  

  

Mission Accomplished! 
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Massachusetts  

FROM THE CHAPLAIN 

Meet the New Incoming Department Chaplain Oorah Marines, From the Department Chaplain: 
I pray this newsletter finds you all well. 
 
My name is Ed Yung,  
I am honored to represent you as the new incoming Department Chaplain, replacing Roger Hoffman. I am a member of 
the Worcester #144 Detachment, where I serve as Detachment Chaplain as well. 
I continue to assimilate into my new role…Please, always feel welcome to reach out to me for anything that I may be able 
to serve. 

Honoring and Remembering Those Who Served 

Roger Hoffman: 
What a noteworthy job Roger has done for nearly 2 decades, serving as our Department Chaplain. Well done Devil Dog. 
I certainly have big boots to fill. Over the years, Roger has laid the Department Chaplain groundwork that has made my 
transition smooth. Roger took his time and was patient transitioning the role over to me. Feeding me bite size oppose to 
a fire hose. I never felt overwhelmed or the proverbial “what did I just get myself into”. Thank you Roger for your long 
served commitment and easy transition. 
I wish him well and know he will transfer all that extra FREE time into RIDE time. Be Well Devil Dog and safe travels. 
Paul Manna: 
An icon figure around the Worcester #144 Detachment. I am honored to have meet this Marine both at his tribute and 
later at his home prior to his passing. Paul was before my time joining the Detachment, so we did not know each other. 
When visiting his home, there was a moment where he opened his eyes, turned his face towards me and looked into my 
eyes. I took the moment to thank him for his service to the Corps and the Detachment. Afterwards, he turned his head 
back away and closed his eyes. As Department Chaplain, I attended and participated in his funeral ritual and firing. Ma-
rine Paul G Manna received full military honors…Color Guard Commander Richard Duffy officiated the ritual and firing 
and did a noteworthy job! Thank you Marine Manna for ALL you did for our Detachment. Marines, like me, benefit from 
your labor of love and commitment. Rest in peace Dog.  
Cheryl Griffin: 
Friday, July 5th I attended Cheryl Griffin’s Funeral Mass. Cheryl is our National Commandant Warren Griffin’s wife. We 
all are sorry for your loss…What an incredible turn out to honor and support our National Commandant during this painful 
time. When Marines hurt - we ALL hurt. I am reminded…“Behind every successful Marine is a strong woman who held it 
all together”.  
While you did not serve in our beloved Corps or League - you served one of ours; for this, we Thank you Cheryl Griffin 
Rest in Peace 
I trust our National Commandant will reach out to any one of us for any support he needs. 
PNC John “Jack” Ryan: Saturday, July 5th I attended the funeral mass of Marine and PNC John “Jack” Ryan. I did not 
know Marine Ryan or any of his family. But once again, I saw the outpouring of Marine support from those who did. You 
can read his full obituary here at this link https://www.keohane.com/obituaries/john-ryan-jr 
But for this Newsletter I wanted to cut and paste the following accolades: 

In 1956, Jack joined the Marine Reserves as a junior in high school, beginning a remarkable 30-year journey of service to 
his country. His time in the Marines and the Army took him through the Cold War in Germany, where he honed not only 
his military skills but also his eye for a good story. 
After retiring from the Marine Corps, Jack's leadership journey continued as he was elected Commandant of the Marine 
Corps League. He proudly led over 70,000 Marines, both active duty and retired, and used his position to help Marines 
overseas return home. He was instrumental in the Toys for Tots program and worked tirelessly to support Marine families 
in need. 
Marine Hoffman, Marine Manna, Cheryl Griffin and Marine Ryan…Thank you all for a Noteworthy job. Thank you for your 
service to our beloved Corps and to the Marine Corps League.  
Semper Fidelis… 
Always Faithful… 
Always Remembered 

Thank you 
Ed Yung 
Chaplain 
Department of Massachusetts 
Cell: 508.902.7212  
Chaplain@MCLdeptofMassachusetts.org  

https://www.keohane.com/obituaries/john-ryan-jr
mailto:Chaplain@MCLdeptofMassachusetts.org
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maine 
July 4th Shaw’s fund raiser. We did well, community was very receptive to our being there. It is always a wonderful experience 
talking to veterans, family of veterans, or families who have a love one currently serving in the military. A huge Thank You to all 
who participated in the event. We are successful because we have a Detachment who cares about our veteran community.  
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maine 

Our small community had a Thank a Veteran parade in our community today. It was such a fun 
idea, great community activity. Car, golf carts and riding mowers - awesome! 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE 

GRANITE STATE DETACHMENT #542 

From the commandant 

 I am happy to report that we had a success-
ful fundraising campaign last weekend June 29-30th 
at Bass Pro Shop and Market Basket in Hooksett 
and Bedford. Thank you to all those that volunteered 
to man the tables. Our next fundraiser will be at the 
end of August, watch for emails with more infor-
mation and to volunteer. 
 I am looking forward to the booth we will 
have at the car show on Elm Street in Manchester 
during Labor Day weekend. We are working out all 

the details now and I 
think it is really going 
to be a fun event to 
get the word out on 
the best kept secret 
in NH, who is the Ma-
rine Corps 
League! Watch for 
more details to come 
out in emails from us 
looking for volunteers 
and information to 
come out and enjoy 
the event. am looking 
forward to the booth 
we will have at the 
car show on Elm 
Street in Manchester 
during Labor Day 

weekend. We are working out all the details now and 
I think it is really going to be a fun event to get the 
word out on the best kept secret in NH, who is the 
Marine Corps League! Watch for more details to 
come out in emails from us looking for volunteers 
and information to come out and enjoy the event.  
 We are also planning a detachment picnic at 
the end of the summer. A couple of our members 
are working on making it a fun day. As soon as the 
location and plan for the day is nailed down, we will 
let everyone know the details. 

 
 Alieni Semel, Saepius Exertus, Semper Fi-

delis, Fratres et Sorores in Aeternum!    
Strangers Once, Often Tested, Always Faith-

ful, Brothers and Sisters Forever   
Quidam Dedit Omnibus  

All Gave Some, Some Gave All 
          Commandant - Gary Gahan   

From the chaplain 

   “Duty” 
 We Marines who served in Vietnam did our 
duty, for our country. We did so much hiking, we 
never complained. We did our duty, as we were 
trained to do. Some-
times in 120⁰ heat. Dur-
ing the monsoon sea-
son it was 50⁰, we were 
often wet and cold and 
dealing with jungle rot 
(athlete’s feet). 
 So many of us, 
18 - 19 year olds died. 
Those Marines who 
lived dealt with guilt & 
suicide. There was no 
help for PTSD formerly 
called shell shock, in 
those days. We heard 
North Vietnamese bu-
gles during the night. 
Asians dying in front of us. Wave after wave of 
young soldiers, many who looked 15 - 16 years old. 
We were all praying for morning light. 

 When we returned home, we were unpopular 
& told not to wear our uniforms, some did so any-
way. We did our duty and never complained. As the 
years have gone by, there are less Vietnam Veter-
ans. Remember us in your prayers & remember a 
war that happened a long time ago. 

 

Rest In Peace 
 

 Gerard "Gerry" B. 
Tanguay, beloved husband, 
father, grandfather, and great-
grandfather, passed away on 
June 3rd, 2024, after a long 
illness. 
 
 Born on December 
12th, 1931, in Manchester, 

NH, Gerry was the fourth of eleven children to Ern-
est and Aurore (Gagnon) Tanguay. He attended 
Mount St. Mary's Elementary School and Central 
High School. 
 
God Bless, 
Joe Duquette, Chaplain  
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NEW HAMPSHIRE 

GRANITE STATE DETACHMENT #542 

NEW GSD BOARD ELECTED & SWORN IN   
 At the May 14th monthly meeting, GSD held 
their election for the officers of the detachment; 
Commandant, Sr. Vice Commandant, Jr. Vice Com-
mandant, and Judge Advocate. 
Pictured below is the newly elected officers, Gary 
Gahan - Commandant, Michelle Van Valkenburg - 
Sr. Vice Commandant, and Chris Pierce - Judge Ad-
vocate; as they were sworn in by the National Vice 
Commandant Patrick Maguire. No Jr. Vice Comman-
dant was elected.  

WELCOME TO GSD NEW MEMBERS 

Left to right: Suzanna Rak, Kayley Bass, Bill 
Rogers, and Gary Gahan  

 

 For those that joined us, and for 

those that were not able to attend the 

Quad State in April of this year, we hope 

that you enjoy these pictures from the 

days of the convention  
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NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Quad state conference and convention 

   

 

 Quad State memorial service for those mem-

bers who have passed and gone to their final post 

since we last met. 

Division Vice Commandant Pat Maguire opens the conference 

left. Above, The six Department Commandants receive a 

Plaque for the Conference with the new Division Logo. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Quad state conference and convention 

  

Chief Devil Dog Alan Sanning, 

spoke on Efforts for the Children's 

Hospital, Operation Chowhound 

and the upcoming Supreme 

Growl in Palm Springs in August 

Col. Bill Davis gave a 

presentation on the Young 

Marines and the ongoing ef-

fort for the Marine Corps 

League and the Young Ma-

rines  to work on projects to-

gether. To some this may 

seem like a difficult task to 

accomplish as some detach-

ments are older and have 

difficulty in doing physical 

events but not every event 

requires physical effort. The 

Rose Program, Recruiting, 

Toy4Tots all can be accom-

plished with a table and sit-

ting in chairs. There have 

been many success stories 

of the two organizations working together and having success in 

recruiting for both organizations as the parent signing up their 

child for the Young Marines is in fact a Marine. In addition to that 

we could just show support by simply attending the event. 

 Brian Gillespie, who has a program, 

H.A.M.S.A.L. Help A Marine Save A Life, which deals 

with Mental health in Veterans. There is a Power-

Point Presentation on the National website that can 

be used by your Department or Detachment to edu-

cate Marines how to help other Marines in crisis. 

  

 Professor Da-

vid Ulbrich gave a 

presentation on the 

Battle of Cuzco Wells 

which he presented at  

Guantanamo Bay Cu-

ba when he traveled 

there with Pat 

Maguire. 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Quad state conference and convention 

  

 

Our National Chaplain Howard Schaefer, spoke about his 

ongoing efforts with the Chapel of the Four Chaplains and 

his efforts on behalf of the Marine Corps League Association 

National Judge Advocate David Porter, spoke on his work as 

the NJA, and it would be more beneficial to work things out 

between disagreeing parties rather than going to Article IX. 

Brigadier General Raymond L. Adams 

Commanding General  

Force Headquarters Group 
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  Bucci-atwood detachment  

Rhode island 
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  Bucci-atwood detachment  
 

 The above event was scheduled for July 20th a Christmas in July themed Toys4Tots event. It 

was a great day with exceptional weather and as you can see by the picture the support was amaz-

ing. Great job by Dave Creamer and all those who helped with the event. In the past few years Toys 

4 Tots has continued to grow and has now extended to donating toys and books to at risk children 

who have been identified through local police agencies.. 

 There is also a Golf tournament scheduled for July 28th which is postponed from June due to 

inclement weather. Golf can be a very successful way to raise funds for your detachment and many  

people are into playing it, maybe I should try it, it could be easy. If you would like to learn about the 

game or to put it in plainer language, there is a program called PGA HOPE, https://

www.pgareach.org/services/military, where you can get 6 to 8 lessons FREE from a PGA Profes-

sional. The Program is available in 47 States, details are available at the above web-site. 

 

Coming Events 

Bucci Atwood is planning a Christmas Dance to collect Toys4Tots at the Valley 

Country Club in Warwick and will feature Marine Sergeant Dan Clark who is a 

Massachusetts State Trooper and is known as the Singing Trooper who will 

sing The National Anthem and a patriotic Medley and there is a 10 piece band 

“The Nakeds”,. Last year this event was a huge success. Last years pic below 

Rhode island 
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Young marines 

 

  JOIN TODAY! 
Find a unit near you 
To find a young Marine unit in your hometown visit our locator and 

enter your zip code. A list of Young Marine Units in your area will 

appear. Click on the unitor units closest to you and information  

regarding that unit and their contact information will appear. 

UNIT LOCATOR 

   

  

  Start a Young Marines Unit in Your Community
  Since the program’s beginnings, we have tried to provide a  

  structured and disciplined environment for youngsters who will  

  eventually make up the nucleus of your organization. 

START A UNIT 

https://youngmarines.org/public/page/JoinUs
https://youngmarines.org/public/page/StartAUnit
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Young marines 

 

https://youngmarines.salsalabs.org/rleeermeymemorialgolftournament2024/index.html
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Young marines 

Training Day 1 is in the books at Division 1 Young Marines Senior Leadership School. I am so proud of our 
YM students for their efforts and enthusiasm in the Physical Fitness Test and academic instruction led by 
our quality YM cadre. There was a great deal of positive feedback from all participants and staff members. 
We even received compliments and praise from several personnel at Naval Station Newport, Rhode Island.  

Division 1 senior leadership school 

                                                                          Bruce Katz via FaceBook 

https://www.facebook.com/Division1YM?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXyPIePhhhwYgmISftJoJp54IAJjsfwVoMe6ouFJlGIap3gbbnG38lxnW-n8ehbvBxJ_XjohqRf_0PH-kTEdloBdcNYSiNGLBWLpOKf_E3G18az_xJ1OvpbzNfYHUfWWZ0j8IBdewk8Tb-xkjP7XXQnWzvno20H9m_lIbSF4QiH2y5vqr7nkLZ4-Oebg_63uGA&__tn__=-%5d
https://www.facebook.com/NAVSTANewport?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXyPIePhhhwYgmISftJoJp54IAJjsfwVoMe6ouFJlGIap3gbbnG38lxnW-n8ehbvBxJ_XjohqRf_0PH-kTEdloBdcNYSiNGLBWLpOKf_E3G18az_xJ1OvpbzNfYHUfWWZ0j8IBdewk8Tb-xkjP7XXQnWzvno20H9m_lIbSF4QiH2y5vqr7nkLZ4-Oebg_63uGA&__tn__=-%
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Young marines 

Day 3 at Division 1 Young Marines Senior Leadership School was completed yesterday. Students had the 
opportunity to meet and speak with Young Marines National Young Marine of the Year, YM SgtMaj. Susan 
Suber the evening prior and complete some fun and entertaining classroom assignments and activities. 
Then, the group took part in a Military Appreciation Night hosted by the Newport Gulls. They joined the Fall 
River Young Marines in carrying out a large American Flag for the National Anthem and opening ceremo-
nies.  

https://www.facebook.com/Division1YM?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVSj-3YhW0hYzM8xfsCLE-JzcFaRkkyHYSh0k0HrHMi3KYnGkr-qDHy5Jx_qWHT6LVGVaDhFo47kmVb3I4pR9hJkiLsZ29MMHpKK0EC9oAEoUxdzdSz079mrHYF6YxMnNfjQipWjyJJnKg5bomp0NlA83_xxeqox_Wm2tZRyhe5QcrFLZF-mFDRwWm10baXwVA&__tn__=-%5d
https://www.facebook.com/USYoungMarines?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVSj-3YhW0hYzM8xfsCLE-JzcFaRkkyHYSh0k0HrHMi3KYnGkr-qDHy5Jx_qWHT6LVGVaDhFo47kmVb3I4pR9hJkiLsZ29MMHpKK0EC9oAEoUxdzdSz079mrHYF6YxMnNfjQipWjyJJnKg5bomp0NlA83_xxeqox_Wm2tZRyhe5QcrFLZF-mFDRwWm10baXwVA&__tn__=-
https://www.facebook.com/FRYM2013?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVSj-3YhW0hYzM8xfsCLE-JzcFaRkkyHYSh0k0HrHMi3KYnGkr-qDHy5Jx_qWHT6LVGVaDhFo47kmVb3I4pR9hJkiLsZ29MMHpKK0EC9oAEoUxdzdSz079mrHYF6YxMnNfjQipWjyJJnKg5bomp0NlA83_xxeqox_Wm2tZRyhe5QcrFLZF-mFDRwWm10baXwVA&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/FRYM2013?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVSj-3YhW0hYzM8xfsCLE-JzcFaRkkyHYSh0k0HrHMi3KYnGkr-qDHy5Jx_qWHT6LVGVaDhFo47kmVb3I4pR9hJkiLsZ29MMHpKK0EC9oAEoUxdzdSz079mrHYF6YxMnNfjQipWjyJJnKg5bomp0NlA83_xxeqox_Wm2tZRyhe5QcrFLZF-mFDRwWm10baXwVA&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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Young marines 

Training Day 4 featured final drill evaluation at Division 1 Young Marines Senior Leadership School. All the 
Young Marines did well, even though the test was something most were anxious about. There are only two 
items left to complete the academic portion of the school. Tonight is Mess Night and final graduation preps.  

https://www.facebook.com/Division1YM?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUR8efMRk1nCJgt5DHOysFAV7diwURhkjuR_ITs63BzFU06Ck_P05nhaRM0Nas690sz42oIKhDItTJ-hgP8CQqeRgKOyDHs-UR37qyg1YVDsNlzzeE6iu314QjPbq2khmt9D6LVld5BnTrFTYtrShvNCdAzXnMbS5-rR0nfDHz-2jsQlTuvSjTsPU1zG7Cpuug&__tn__=-%5d
https://www.facebook.com/USYoungMarines?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUR8efMRk1nCJgt5DHOysFAV7diwURhkjuR_ITs63BzFU06Ck_P05nhaRM0Nas690sz42oIKhDItTJ-hgP8CQqeRgKOyDHs-UR37qyg1YVDsNlzzeE6iu314QjPbq2khmt9D6LVld5BnTrFTYtrShvNCdAzXnMbS5-rR0nfDHz-2jsQlTuvSjTsPU1zG7Cpuug&__tn__=-
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Young marines 

The last day of Division 1 Young Marines Senior Leadership School included final grading, an opportunity to 
sit in on Officer Training Command Newport class with candidates, and a Mess Night. Rehearsal for gradua-
tion and final administration is now complete. Tomorrow features the motivation run and then graduation.  

https://www.facebook.com/Division1YM?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWdg984645L75M-ZcgrA06SKb9KdVJgWmAm_3CIy65g6AKApAj8mM53xzLwS1xKQDd80Kr9CIObdO_1rbIUUxmZzpiw-bUWrfkzvJpjocLoXFHifcMGZQWguv_U9ezFhkgTsdbg4WU4TTbI0NmdJf6iWvP3UhoqUyuQmP4eUEK1msnrIH6y8adFRFGqieRijpY&__tn__=-%5d
https://www.facebook.com/OTCNewport?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWdg984645L75M-ZcgrA06SKb9KdVJgWmAm_3CIy65g6AKApAj8mM53xzLwS1xKQDd80Kr9CIObdO_1rbIUUxmZzpiw-bUWrfkzvJpjocLoXFHifcMGZQWguv_U9ezFhkgTsdbg4WU4TTbI0NmdJf6iWvP3UhoqUyuQmP4eUEK1msnrIH6y8adFRFGqieRijpY&__tn__=-%5dK
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Young marines 

At the close of the program Sgt. Major Ruiz was the guest speaker at the Young Marines Leader-
ship school. I have heard the Sgt.Maj. Speak before and he speaks with both passion and convic-
tion, two qualities that I would look for in todays youth. These plus other qualities derived from the 
Young Marine Program are what we need from the future leaders of tomorrow. Who is Gen. X, or 
Gen. Z or Millennials, doesn’t matter, what matters is who are the leaders. 
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Scratching's from the dogs 
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Connect to resources and opportunities: 

Whether you're just starting the transition pro-

cess, or you've already made the move to civilian 

life, the Marine 

for Life Network 

is here to help 

you grow your 

professional net-

work and provide 

the support and 

guidance you 

need to succeed 

beyond the mili-

tary.    

Strengthen your professional relationships 

and expand your network.: Networking is cru-

cial in today's professional world. The Marine for 

Life Network facilitates your networking capabili-

ties through two lines of effort: virtual and face-to

-face communication. 

Virtual: Join the Marine for Life Network's grow-

ing community of Marines, Veterans, and military 

community members on LinkedIn. This premier 

professional networking site is an excellent re-

source for accessing career tools, staying con-

nected with peers, and developing your profes-

sional brand. To connect, start by setting up a 

profile and joining a Marine for Life regional net-

Marine for life 

work group.    

Face-to-Face: More than 70 Marine for Life 

Representatives serves our program as 

hometown links. 

These represent-

atives create a 

bridge between 

the military and 

civilian communi-

ties across the 

nation, connect-

ing you to military

-friendly job op-

portunities, career resources, and networking 

events. Your local representative will help you 

build relationships and explore employment, ed-

ucation, and community resources in your cur-

rent area or the area where you plan to move.  

Military Spouses too!   The Marine for Life Net-

work is committed to helping military spouses 

build relationships and connections that can ben-

efit them in both their personal and professional 

lives. By leveraging the power of the Marine for 

Life Network, military spouses can tap into a wid-

er network of employers, academic institutions, 

entrepreneurship resources, and more!    

 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/marine-for-life-network/
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Marine 4 life 

Boston irr muster 

Zachary Bennet, Brendan Tallon, Members of The Marine Corps League, Wounded Warrior Regi-

ment, along with IIR Staff, Medical personal, and Employers Attended The Individual Ready Re-

serve, in Boston Massachusetts. 
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 It has been two years since we had the op-

portunity to participate in an IRR Muster, but going 

forward it is somewhere we want to be and  Ma-

rines can benefit from us being a participant in this 

event. Recently I have come in contact with many 

parents of Marines and I always engage in a con-

versation with them and they are all willing to share 

their story. When I got out of the Marine Corps I 

never knew anything about the Marine Corps 

League and I really wish I had found it, but it took 

me 40 years to find it. But 

lets talk about their stories. 

I spoke to a woman a few 

weeks ago about her son 

who did four years in the 

Marine Corps and wanted 

to get out and start off in 

life. He quickly realized the 

big difference between the 

Corps and civilian life. 

 In the Corp he had 

a very structured and orga-

nized life. He ate three 

times a day worked a set 

schedule had friends who 

lived with him and were 

available to go out every 

night to do things. Then 

one day when you get 

home its all gone. You 

have to think about and 

plan your meals. If you 

want to go out at night or 

on the weekend you need 

to find someone who is free 

ands wants to do the same 

thing you do. He quickly 

discovered that this was 

easier said than done. He 

decided he wanted to go back to Military life but 

this time he went to the National Guard, got hurt 

and was discharged. I gave his mother my contact 

information but I know he will try other thing first 

because the conversation is second hand. Marines 

who leave active duty still want part of the structure 

and feeling of contributing and they will keep that 

for their entire life. We crave the comradery we 

have always embraced and the satisfaction from 

completing our mission, no matter what that new 

mission is. 

 The Marine Corps League serves Veterans 

and Veteran Families in many ways. We are the 

proudest Veterans on the Planet. If you go into a 

neighborhood you will find more Flags, bumper 

stickers, clothing for Marines, more than any other 

service. You will always 

know where the Marines 

live. What do we do with 

this? Everyone is different 

and we need to nurture 

the Marines we get from 

events like this. We are all 

Marines but we are all 

slightly different. When I 

went to boot camp it was 

eight weeks. There was 

no crucible, there was El-

liot's Beach. No one gave 

us an EGA, instead on the 

last night before gradua-

tion our Drill Instructors 

sat us down and told us 

“you are no longer hogs, 

you are now part of my 

Marine Corps”, different 

but the same. 

 Marines fit in here 

and belong here because 

in this group the brother or 

sister to our right or to our 

left is the same. Our lives 

have changed our uniform 

is different as is our mis-

sion but we are all Ma-

rines. We are the Few, The Proud and Semper Fi-

delis are not just words or a motto, it is our way of 

life. 

                                                Walt Benson 

Boston irr muster 

David Porter, National Judge Advocate   

and Colonel Reyes Rivas, Director, Ma-

rine Corps Individual Reserve Support 

Activity, Marine Forces Reserve 
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Wounded warrior regiment 

 

MSgt Charles You 

District Injured Support 

Coordinator (DSC) 

508-740-4331 

Charles.you.mil@usmc.mil 
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Marines serving marines 

Marines serving Community 

 CALLING ALL      

   CHAPLAINS 
All Detachment and 

Department Chap-

lains should forward 

the names and con-

tact information to 

the newsletter so that 

we can reach out to 

our Marines and As-

sociates by phone 

and Mail while they 

are on the mend 

It’s never too early, When we are out in the com-

munity doing roses, Flags and recruiting  ask for 

dates to collect Toy For Tots or to leave collec-

tion boxes. The needs we fill grows larger each 

year. For help or information contact Larry Chre-

tien. 

     Happy, happy birthday 
I want to try this again please send in your Birthday we want to acknowledge you on your birthday. 

Send it directly to me and I will put it in.  I actually send Happy Birthdays on FaceBook even if I 

don’t know you. So send it to me.  

  The marine corps league auxiliary 
Where are you? In New England this group has disappeared and we need someone who is strong-

willed and determined to bring it back. Some have become associate members which is great but 

we had a need and purpose for this already can we bring it back. We don’t want them back to do 

cooking and cleaning we want them to participate in the same type of activities we do. Reaching 

out to women’s shelters and working with veterans and children of veterans. Some of these women 

are not doing anything right now but the need is still there. 

  Scholarship     

applications     

are out 

Contact your  

department 
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Humor Around The Division 

 

  

 

New Marine Corps League 

Word of The Day: 

“ FOCUS” 
Fuck Off Cause 

U’re Stupid  
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As a member of the Marine Corps Association, you will be well-

connected with the Corps with MCA’s membership benefits: 
Resources: 

Leatherneck – Magazine of the Marines and The Marine Corps Gazette are our monthly flagship publications 

that feature valuable information from the Corps. Members can select print and/or digital issues and can ac-

cess more than one hundred years of issues of both magazines online for free. Non-members do not have 

access to our Magazine archives. Click here to see sample issues. 

• The MARINE Shop is our retail store that assists Marines with their uniform requirements regardless of 

rank and offers many Marine Corps themed gifts and apparel. 

MCA Group Insurance Program features valuable insurance products with your needs in mind – all 

backed by an association you can trust. We leverage the buying power of our MCA members to bring 

you competitive group rates and offer one convenient source for 

the following products: 

Term Life Insurance 

TRICARE Supplement 

Dental Insurance 

Vision Insurance 

Pet Insurance 

Long-Term Care Insurance 

Medicare Insurance Plans 

Individual and Family Health Insurance Plans 

To learn more about the benefits of the Marine Corps Association 
Group Insurance Program, Click Here or call (800) 845-4685. 
 

Networking Opportunities: 
Discounted Professional Events: Our members receive discounted  
rates for our MCA professional dinners and events held annually  
throughout the Corps. Our dinners provide members with access  
to senior leaders of the Marine Corps, Department of Defense, and  
industry. Active-duty members can attend for free.  

Professional Development: 
MCA Battle Study Packages: Members will have access to all of our  
Battle Study Packages and learn from the lessons of the battles of  
the past to excel in the Corps battlefields of the future. 
MCA Decision-Making Exercises: Members can practice solving  
issues to increase their ability to make decisions through dozens  
of tactical and ethical decision games 
MCA Corps Voices: Hear the Corps’ icons from Chesty Puller to  
Alexander Vandegrift to Al Gray discuss issues, challenges, and  
battlefield tactics in these audio excerpts recorded over the last  
one hundred years. 

Building a strong relationship to secure the future  

https://mca-marines.org/magazines/
https://mca-marines.org/magazines/
https://marineshop.net/
https://insuremca.com/group-term-life-insurance-plan
https://insuremca.com/TRICARE-Supplement
https://insuremca.com/Dental-Insurance
https://insuremca.com/Vision
https://insuremca.com/Pet-Insurance
https://insuremca.com/Long-Term-Care-Benefit-Program
https://insuremca.com/Medicare-Insurance-Plans
https://insuremca.com/Individual-and-Family-Health-Insurance-Plans
https://insuremca.com/
https://mca-marines.org/mcaevents/category/professional-and-award-events/
https://mca-marines.org/bsp/
https://mca-marines.org/decision-making-exercises/
https://mca-marines.org/corps-voices-podcasts/
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Walt Benson RECRUITING “IT’S JOB ONE”!! 

 In December of 2023 I created instruc-

tions on how to create a PatchAd. If you don’t 

know, The Patch is an on-line publication where 

you can run an ad for your organization, it’s 

FREE, and this publication is sent out I think 4 to 

6 times a day with little news bits and if you open 

it and look further community news like the Ad 

you create. The sample below is to join the 

League but you could adapt it to anything you 

like, meeting, events, or celebrations.  

The Marine Corps League is Looking for a Few Good Marines 

You can create the Ad and then once a month 

you can go in and change the date to address 

the upcoming meeting. This process will ac-

complish several things. First, it will help with 

recognition, who and what is the Marine Corps 

League? It may get one or two new members. It 

may get more people to come out and support 

your event. I have created a PowerPoint on 

how to create an ad and with that the possibili-

ties are endless. All you need to do is create an 

account and all you need to do that is have an e

-mail.  If you would like the material, just e-mail 

me and I will send it to you and of course be 

available for any questions you may have while 

using it.                                       Walt Benson 
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DIVISION SPOTLIGHT  
 In each Issue I would like to focus on Marines that are bringing their A GAME to the Division 

and our mission. I would ask that Detachment and Department Commandants, as well as Pack 

Leaders send in their choices of  Members and Dogs who deserve recognition for the work they do 

and the contributions they make to our success. You should describe their contributions and why 

they are being recognized , since you know them the best. 

 
 This edition does not have a person to 

put in the Spotlight, but when all else fails we 

move to Pan B, and will 

put a Position or job in 

the spotlight. This edition 

the Chaplains have im-

pressed me. I have al-

ways included the Chap-

lains in a request for in-

formation for our News-

letter. Two new chaplains 

have stepped up and 

submitted information for 

our Newsletter. 

 The information I 

would hope to see from a 

chaplain would be who in the Division is sick or 

in distress, a fellow Marine who we should reach 

out to by phone or e-mail, to show our concern 

and cheer up that Marine while they convalesce. 

Also, provide us with information on those who 

have gone on to their final post. What I have 

seen in this issue is all of that as well as some 

spiritual passages as well to inspire us all. 

 In fairness to our chaplains they can only 

fulfill their mission if we supply them with the in-

formation. Please do not assume that if you 

know, everyone does because that rarely hap-

pens. Please pass on all vital information to the 

Chaplain, such as those who have passed, as it 

is the Chaplain that fills out the required paper-

work to remove those members from the active 

rolls and to move them to the list of those who 

have passed to include them in our next memo-

rial. We as an organization 

should be more aware of 

the things that happen 

around us such as mem-

bers that stop showing up 

for meetings and Growls. 

We should call to find out 

why the members stopped 

coming and if it is for sick-

ness or distress then the 

members name should be 

passed on to the Chaplain 

so that the Chaplain could 

maintain a list and follow 

up with that member as well as pass the mem-

bers contact information on to us, so that we 

may do the same. 

 I can’t stress this enough, that each job in 

our organization is important. Each one helps us 

achieve our goals and complete our mission. As 

we struggle with reduced attendance, and mem-

bers not wanting to step up and fill open posi-

tions, think about what that means and who is 

served by these positions. The people you help 

or serve are our brothers and sisters. I cannot 

stress to you enough how moved I was when I 

found e-mails from Chaplains this week, stating 

this is my contribution to the Division Newslet-

ter, Semper Fi Chaplains, well done. 

    Walt Benson 
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MONDAY SUNDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

2024 2024 

3 

4 5 

11 12 14 

7 

15 

8 

1 2 

20 21 22 23 18 19 24 

27 26 

AUGUST 

28 

16 17 

6 

25 

13 

29 30 

10 9 

31 

 

2024 national convention Palm Springs California 
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MONDAY SUNDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

SEPTEMBER 2024 2024 

5 

12 13 14 

15 19 20 21 16 

22 

17 18 

10 11 

25 26 27 28 23 24 

29 

3 4 7 

8 9 

1 2 6 

30 

“No Day Shall Erase You 

From The 

Memory of Time” 

            Virgil 
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National convention 

Please Visit the Department website to register for the Convention and the additional events as well 

as the Banquet at https://www.mcldeptca.org/event-exursion. 
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National convention 
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National convention 
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National convention 
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National convention 
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Classified section 

                       HELP WANTED 

 
Department of CT– Is seeking a Paymaster. The 

Paymaster is one of most important positions in the 

Department. No Department can function or conduct 

any business without a paymaster. One need not  be 

able to function as an accountant you need only to be 

able to balance a check-book and care. It is an oppor-

tunity to move up in the league and serve at a higher 

level. You will learn more about how things work in 

the league than in any other job 

Department of CT– Is seeking an Americanism 

Chair. Your duties would include overseeing the De-

partments participation and entries into the American-

ism program. 

Department of CT– Is seeking a VAVS NORTH and 

VAVS SOUTH. These position have been open for a 

while there are training videos available on the Na-

tional Website. 

Department of CT– Is seeking a Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Department of CT– Is seeking a Boy scout Liaison 

Department of CT– Is seeking a Youth Physical Fit-

ness liaison to make contact with schools to set up 

the program and help out wherever needed. 

Department of CT– Is seeking a Historian 

Department of CT– Is seeking a Legislative Officer 

Department of CT– Is seeking a Public Relations Of-

ficer 

Department of CT– Is seeking a Scholarship Chair 

Department of CT– Is seeking a Weapons Compli-

ance Officer 

 

New England Division– is seeking a Historian, who 

will take over keeping the history and accomplish-

ments of the Division. 

New England Division– is seeking a Legal Advisor 

and for this position you would need skills to advise 

the Division on all legal matters. 

New England Division– is seeking a Auxiliary Liai-

son . This position needs to be filled by a strong indi-

vidual who would basically bring the Auxiliary back to 

life. You would need good communication skills as 

well as drive and ambition.  

New England Division– is seeking a seeking a 

Youth Physical Fitness liaison to make contact with 

schools to set up the program and help out wherever 

needed. 

                       HELP WANTED 

 
 Each edition I will list any job a Department 

has that is open. We need to encourage Marines to 

step up and fill these positions. Many people think 

that those of us that hold positions have some special 

skills that allow us to do these things we do but that is 

not true. WE are all here because we feel we have 

more to offer and more to do. We appreciate that you 

come to the meetings but think how much more you 

could help by stepping up. I think by now I have heard 

just about every excuse to why people can’t do things 

but you can and that is a conversation you need to 

have with yourself. No one ever joined the Marine 

Corps because they thought there were easy no 

stress jobs here. There are jobs listed here that if not 

filled would prevent a Department form functioning. 

There are only two people authorized to handle mon-

ey in the Department one is the Commandant the oth-

er is the Paymaster. These are the only two people 

that can sign checks, the only two people listed on the 

accounts for banking and scholarship. What are your 

special skills? Ou Can deposit money in the bank 

write checks and keep the checkbook balanced. 

There are other jobs that are just as important but this 

is the one I know the best right now. When I took it I 

did so in a situation similar to this there was a new 

commandant coming in and I did not want them to 

struggle or be limited. We need someone to do this 

again. 

 Youth Physical Fitness liaison is another posi-

tion that we are desperately seeking to fill. If you were 

a teacher or a coach you may have the connections 

we need to get this program off the ground. I have 

some ideas that are being used in other states by 

people, we need people here with connections to help 

implement them. I am sorry that I didn’t give more no-

tice but this was a last minute idea by someone who 

is desperate to bring us back to where we were. It is 

time to come off the sidelines your brothers and sis-

ters need you now more than ever. I'm pretty sure I 

learned this in bootcamp when I was tired the DI said 

sleep when your dead. So in the future send us your 

open jobs better yet send us your Marines. 

    Walt Benson 
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Regardless of the situation, the Marine 

Corps has an answer for almost every-

thing. 

                 A Marines Prayer       

     Almighty Father, whose command 

is over all and whose love never fails, 

make me aware of Thy presence and 

obedient to Thy will.  Keep me true to 

my best self, guarding me against dis-

honesty in purpose and deed and help-

ing me to live so that I can face my 

fellow Marines, my loved ones, and 

Thee without shame or fear.  Protect 

my family. 

 Give me the will to do the work 

of a Marine and to accept my share of 

responsibilities with vigor and enthusi-

asm.  Grant me the courage to be profi-

cient in my daily performance.  Keep 

me loyal and faithful to my superiors 

and to the duties my Country and the 

Marine Corps have entrusted to me.  

Help me to wear my uniform with dig-

nity, and let it remind me daily of the 

traditions which I must uphold. 

     If I am inclined to doubt, steady my 

faith; if I am tempted, make me strong 

to resist; if I should miss the mark, 

give me courage to try again. 

      Guide me with the light of truth 

and grant me wisdom by which I may 

understand the answer to my prayer. 

Amen 

Marine Corps League         

National Convention 2024 

Westin Rancho Mirage Golf Resort and Spa 

71333 Dinah Shore Drive,  

Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 

August 12th through August 16th  

Banquet is Friday August 16th 


