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Two Years of Recruiting 
Opportunities

MARINES: I stand here today, humbled, and 
appreciative of your support over the last 10 
years. It’s been a long journey and one I could not 
have done alone. There are so many to thank, but 
I will save that for a public forum.

First, let’s talk about membership. We are in 
decline. Plain and simple. We have an excellent 
opportunity to increase membership and retain 
members simply because we are celebrating our 
250th birthday. Regarding recruiting efforts, I’ve 
asked for, and by vote of the membership at the 

National Convention, an investment in our future to the tune of $50k. That 
money is to be used in hiring an outside marketer and to use social media 
influencers to promote our brand and invite Marines and others to join our 
ranks. This is huge. We’ve never hired anyone to do what we can do our-
selves. But, at this point, we’re investing in what will keep us sustained as 
a VSO.

Retention is our biggest problem. Looking at what we do to retain our 
members is not enough. We must do better. I am challenging you to get our 
annual membership payees into the database with a good email address. 
We have the capacity to send each member of the MCL a reminder to pay 
their dues. We also have the capacity to send out polling data to capture 
things like how many funerals were conducted, how many local commu-
nity hours were served? Right now, we only have valid email addresses for 
about 25% of our membership. We will work on annuals first, followed by 
our PLM members, next.

Second is an issue you’ll hear me shout from the rooftops. All politics 
aside, I’m sure most would agree we have lost our history and values as 
a country. You can help fix that by starting a Young Marines unit in your 
detachment. I have been a big supporter of the YM program, and I have 
also been to an adult leadership conference and been asked to sit in on 
the selection process of the YM of the year. The young adults I saw in that 
board room left me speechless. Mentoring these young people and spend-
ing time with them is an extremely rewarding venture. I promise, you will 
not be disappointed in your efforts. Now is the time to make a generational 
change in our country and It starts with you! 

Thank you, again, for the grand opportunity to lead you in the next year, 
celebrating our 250th birthday!  Semper Fi!

NATIONAL COMMANDANT’S LETTER
TJ MORGAN
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Making an Impact and 
Providing Value to Marines

MARINES: I recently spent time going 
through the pages of our magazines going back 
as far as the 1920’s. It really is amazing to see 
the growth and changes to our League. One 
consistent message I observed was the call to 
have younger members join. This is certainly 
not a new challenge for veteran’s organiza-
tions. Our national board of trustees is think-
ing of new ways to reach Marines and FMF 
Sailors and companies like Clear Channel have 
been amazing to work with. I am hopeful that 

departments around the U.S. are reaching out to Clear Channel to see 
if they can get free ad space (because we are a non-profit organization). 
According to information gathered by Tom Mueller, there are about 1.8 
million Marine Corps veterans in our communities, plus those on active 
duty and in the reserves. Only about 2.2% of those Marines are members. 

Speaking of active duty and reserve Marines and FMF Sailors, there is a 
misnomer that the MCL is for veterans only. A sergeant major expressed 
to me that he looked forward to being eligible to join once he retired. 
This is inaccurate because those Marines and FMF Sailors on active duty, 
reserve, retired, and veteran status are eligible for membership.

Another way to make an impact on our veterans is through veteran 
service officers. We have some dedicated VSOs in Ohio making a posi-
tive impact with over $29.4m in recovered in benefits in FY24. They han-
dled 737 claims and 571 appeals last fiscal year. Really, remarkable work 
on their part. Imagine if we can build on that success across the United 
States. We become a tangible “value” to veterans and their families. This 
impact would likely also have an impact on our MCL’s membership num-
bers.   Semper Fi! 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/COO
BOB BORKA

Honorary National Commandant
Alfred M. Gray 

General, U.S. Marine Corps (Ret.) 
29th Commandant of the Marine Corps

Marine Corps League National Board Of Trustees
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National Judge Advocate
Bruce Rakfeldt
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Warren “Griff” Griffin

WGriffin@mcleague.org

National Vice Commandants

Central Division
Dave Englert

DEnglert@MCLeague.org

Mideast Division
Rick Thomason

RThomason@MCLeague.org

Midwest Division
Jim Maevers

JMaevers@mcleague.org

New England Division
Pat Maguire

PMaguire@MCLeague.org

Northeast Division
Robert Ziltz

RZiltz@MCLeague.org

Northwest Division
Mike Flynn
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Rocky Mountain Division
Tom Krueger
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Southeast Division
Jerry Holt

JHolt@MCLeague.org

Southern Division
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RRigg@MCLeague.org

Southwest Division
Roger Smith

RSmith@MCLeague.org

Continued Next Page

NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF EVENTS
ROB BROOKS, USMC (RET).

Continuing Service
and Growing the Tribe

MARINES: It’s an honor to serve as the new 
MCL national director of events. I have some 
big shoes to fill as Tom Mueller moves on to 
his next adventure, but I’m confident I can live 
up to his reputation.

Having recently retired from active service, 
I remember the fear of leaving what I had 
known my entire adult life and trying to figure 
out what I was going to do next. After 22 years 
serving as a musician and drum major for the 

Continued Next Page
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What is “Public Relations?”
MARINES: The definition of “public relations” is (in part) 
the professional maintenance of a favorable public image by 
a company or other organization. With this definition guiding 
our committee, we’re always 
looking for your help as mem-
bers. Sharing a story, image, 
or positive message on social 
media, with a local news sta-
tion or newspaper, and similar, 
goes a long way in recruiting 
new members. Retaining new 
members can be challenging, 
but that too is all about posi-
tivity.  Sharing a smile goes a 
long way. Share images and 
stories of not only what you do 
as a member, but why you do it. 
This will encourage your mem-
bers to also want to be a part 
of all the happenings in your 
detachment and your commu-
nity.

As many of you know, the 
MCL is working on a huge marketing project. The National Public 
Relations Committee (NPRC) has been asked to be a vital part 
of this process. This will include sharing content and influencer 

videos to social media platforms.
In other news, we are continuing our ‘MCL Scuttlebutt’ zoom 

sessions each month. They are always scheduled for the sec-
ond Tuesday at 1900 eastern 
time. If you’re not receiving 
the information, please reach 
out to your chain of command 
or contact the NPRC chairper-
son for the details. All con-
tact information can be found 
in the MCL member library, 
National roster. These ses-
sions are not held in February 
or August.

Always know that the 
NPRC (as well as many other 
National committees) is ded-
icated to helping you all suc-
ceed. Never be reluctant to 
reach out to any committee 
for advice and council, and 
at the same time, share with 
them what’s working so they 

can help spread your great ideas.
“Semper Fidelis” is not just something we say, it’s how we have 

dedicated our lives as Marines ~ “Always Faithful”. Semper Fi! 

NATIONAL PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Marine Corps, I wasn’t ready to stop. I had more left to give. In 
the big-picture world of the Corps, I was replaceable; the big 
green machine would keep moving forward without me. But, 
how was I going to survive without being around my Marines?

Though I had been exposed to the Marine Corps Associa-
tion by supporting their ceremonial events during my career, 
I didn’t know what they did (or could do) for Marines, and I 
had no real knowledge of the MCL until this opportunity 
presented itself. I’d been stationed at multiple commands 
around the world, yet no one had mentioned the League. 
There were no classes, no informational pamphlets… noth-
ing. As I take on this new role and I read our history and mis-
sion statement and become more knowledgeable of WHY 
the League exists and WHAT it does for Marines, I see the 
answers to the questions that stirred the fear and anxiety of 

life after the Corps.
As the new director of events, my goal is to provide the 

League with a standard operating procedure of ceremonial 
events (primarily support requests) which hold close to MCO 
5060.20, our Drill and Ceremonies manual. This baseline 
SOP will be created with regard to Marine Corps Order and 
what fits the needs of YOUR events so that WE keep his-
tory, tradition, and camaraderie blazing forward. I will hold 
monthly Zoom conferences for department and division 
staff to discuss local and national events while also using 
our mobile app to support important events.  I look forward 
to bringing a fresh and younger perspective to determine fun 
and memorable things to do at our National Midwinter con-
ference, and to bring the League closer to the active ranks, 
as we have been in the past. Planning for Modern Day Marine 
is already underway, and after determining what right looks 
like from last year, we’re continuing to evaluate opportuni-
ties.  I’m excited to continue serving Marines, FMF Sailors, 
and our Associate Members and add to the legacy we’re a 
part of. Once a Marine, always a Marine. . Semper Fi! 

EVENTS
From Previous Page
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NATIONAL PRESIDENT, MCL AUXILIARY
DOTTY SANNING NATIONALMCLA.ORG

AUXILIARY AND LEAGUE MEMBERS: 
It’s my honor and privilege to serve as the 2024-
2025 national president and follow in the foot-
steps of many 
amazing women 
who have held this 
position. Thank 
you to Jr. Past 
President Linda 
Chamberlain who 
led us for the past 
two years with 
p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m 
and confidence. If 
you were unable 
to join us at the 
National Conven-
tion in Rancho 
Mirage, I can tell 
you that after the 
business was done, 
we had a particu-
larly exciting time 
having our hair 
and makeup done 
– not just auxiliary 
members were 
part of the group, 
but other women in attendance at the conven-
tion also.

Now, as we begin to have a different sort of fun in 
the fall, many of us will experience crisp and cold 
temperatures plus ever-changing skies. Through 
our changing season, what will not change, how-
ever, is our commitment to each other, as well as 

to the Marine Corps, all veterans, and our com-
munities. During the next few months, we will 
have quite a few opportunities to honor all vet-

erans, such as on 
Veterans Day and 
raising a glass to 
toast the birth-
day of the United 
States Marine 
Corps. Further, we 
may also take this 
time to be thank-
ful for our families 
and bond together 
during gatherings. 
As an auxiliary 
or MCL member, 
we have a family 
to enjoy camara-
derie with. I hope 
you will be able to 
put a face to the 
names of these 
auxiliary family 
members when 
you meet them in 

your division, department, unit, or detachment. 
Semper Fi!

Please look on our website or in the newsletter 
for changes to the National Staf f and Committee 
Chairpersons

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE AUXILIARY
NATIONAL PRESIDENT

 Dotty Sanning

National Sr. VP
Mary Brief

National Jr. VP
Darlene MacCubbin

National Judge Advocate
Lynn Cortright

Jr. Past National President
Linda Chamberlain

DIVISION VICE PRESIDENTS
Central Division

Patti Morgan

Mideast Division
Patricia Smith

Midwest Division
Jan Crowe

New England
VACANT

Northeast Division
Ruth Moyse

Northwest Division
Vickie Brown

Rocky Mountain
Dale Wingert

Southeast Division
Rebecca Marcel

Southern Division
Antonia Hurtado

Southwest Division
Shannon Lopez

KEY STAFF PERSONNEL & 
PROGRAM DIRECTORS

National Chaplain
PNP Evelyn Joppa

National Secretary
Ramona Smith

National Regent
NeTasha Loyd

National Big Flea
PNP Linda 

Chamberlain
 3619 Jefferson Davis Highway, Suite 115

Stafford, VA 22554-7771
P.O. Box 3038, Stafford, VA 22555-3038

Phone: (571) 477-2780
Email: mclahq@nationalmcla.org

www.nationalmcla.org

Greetings from the Marine Corps League Auxiliary



29 Sep – Oct                   
WWI & WWII in 

Belgium – plus Waterloo & 
Dunkirk 

– Oct               
MHT s Civil War North to 

e s urg

– Oct      
S Militar  & Civilian Women 

in Vietnam
– Oct                            

Birth o  merican Democrac  
Boston to Yorktown
– Dec                              
earl Har or & WWII Sites

2 – Dec    
Holi a  Vietnam

– Mar  
Victor  in the aci c             
Iwo Jima—Guam—Saipan—
Tinian— earl Har or

— Apr   
Philippines—WWII in the PI

– Apr 
Saigon to the DMZ 60th  

Anniversar  VN Ba le el s

– Apr
Turke –WWI Gallipoli

– Ma                         
WWI Dough o s & Devil Dogs 
Ba le el s o  rance

– Ma    
Special Turke  WWI Gallipoli 

pe i on
 Ma  – Jun                   

The ongest Da D-Da  & 
Ba le o  the Bulge & Paris

– Aug                                 
Guadalcanal 83rd Op Watch-
tower & Tarawa

13198 CENTREPOINTE WAY STE 202      
WOODBRIDGE, VA 22193-5285                   

703-590-1295   no miltours com     
Read the MHT Blog  www miltours com  USMC Veteran Owned & Operated Since 1987 

10% MCL  
MEMBER DISCOUNT 

t  Hacken erg & the Maginot ine

REGISTER NOW FOR 29 MARCH 25      

80TH ANNIVERSARY OF IWO JIMA!
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CHIEF DEVIL DOG
JEFFREY JONES, 61ST CHIEF DEVIL DOG   

Woof, Woof! Dogs of the Order
MARINES: I would like to thank all the Dogs for 
their support and confidence in electing me as the 61st 
Chief Devil Dog. There will be some changes made in 
the future. I will ask for advice from the elected BOT’s. 
Then a decision will be made, right, wrong, or indiffer-
ent. If mistakes are made, we will learn from them and 
take corrective actions.

The Order’s strength is 4,436 Dogs which is 1% 
of the MCL’s membership. I challenge every Dog to 
recruit one new member to The Order.

We raised a staggering 105,000 Big Bones for the 
Children’s Hospital Fund and 4,000 Big Bones for 
Operation Chow Hound. By increasing our member-
ship these numbers will only grow. We can, and will, 
make a difference.

The Order has just unveiled a new front-end data-
base that will make keeping up with our numbers eas-
ier and more accurate. I would personally like to thank 
PDD Chris Soldano & PDD Jim Breen for developing 
this database. The Senior Vice PDD Joe Deangelo will 
be reaching out to Pound Keepers and Pack Leaders 
about this. There is also a class on the website.

The Orders website is a valuable tool to access 
information. There are raffles that are available to 
all! items change throughout the year so check back 
often. If you are a Dog and are not getting the Woof- 
O-Gram, please go to the website and register your 
email address to ensure you’re getting the latest 
Barks. The address is: www.militaryorderofthedevil
dogs.org.

At the convention in Palm Springs, we had to 
change the Past Chief’s Thursday Luncheon to a Din-
ner and Auction on Wednesday night because of the 
trip to 29 Palms. It turned out to be a great event. No 
one felt rushed and there was plenty of food for 15 
Big Bones, compared to meals in the past that were 
crammed into an hour (squeezed between the Morn-
ing and Afternoon MCL Business sessions for 40 Big 
Bones.) It was a great social time which brought The 
Order and The League together for some joint social 
time. How about that? We tried something new and it 
succeeded!!!

It is an honor to be your 61st Chief Devil Dog!!! Sem-
per Woof! Semper Woof!

An Operation Chow Hound check for 4,000 Big Bones for the Animal Rescue Center of California.
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Photo courtesy of the United States Department of Defense. The DOD 
does not endorse any company or their products or services.

To get a quote and apply online, visit NavyMutual.org/Marines.
Prefer to speak with a person? Give us a call at 800-628-6011.

Active Duty / Reserve / Veterans / Military Spouses and Children

We deploy with you.
Navy Mutual has your back. Our life insurance products feature no active 
duty service restrictions or aviation clauses so you can rest assured your 
loved ones are protected no matter where your service takes you.

                 MODDKENNEL.ORG

Above, Senior Vice Chief PDD Joe Deangelo, Chief PDD J.D. 
Jones, and Junior Vice Chief PDD Mike Frances.

Left, a donation to Loma Linda Children’s  Hospital Check 
for $105,000 big bones.
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One Team Making a Difference into the Future
MARINES: Well, we have completed our 2024 National Conven-
tion, and we can all welcome TJ Morgan as our new national com-
mandant. We have a great slate of officers to lead us, but as our ritual 
states, they are not doing this job alone. It is up to all of us to make the 
League successful. We can do this. 

I have now received my final cover as the new jr. past national 
commandant. Years of commitment to serving the League in various 
volunteer capacities have been rewarding. They say “the more you 
give, the more you get back” in the good feelings you have. For that, 
I am very grateful. Members, we are on a good path to move forward 
and will be growing in support of our Marine Corps. Our League has 
many programs that need our hands in active participation. I know 
the members who attended the Convention are motivated to help, 
but many hands lighten the load. So, join them as that one extra hand 
that we need. Those who attended will very shortly be forwarding 
along all of what was discussed in Palms Springs. Listen to them and 
see if there is one thing you are not involved with that you might find 
interesting. Remember, you are working with Marines.

Over our 101 years, we have impacted our nation by representing 
our Marines and preserving our heritage. The nation is in a better 
place for it. We are strongly supporting our youth in a variety of pro-
grams, but we need your support – Young Marines (not every depart-
ment has a Young Marines unit), OUR Youth Physical Fitness Program 
– this needs every department to become highly active in reestablish-
ing this program for America’s future. It will not take many members, 

but we do need a few to take the torch 
and vigorously spread the word. This 
would be easier for members involved 
in the school department in some way. 
Right now, the schools’ departments 
are looking for innovative programs to 
introduce to the curriculum. YPF fits 
their needs. They just must be made 
aware of it.

Our efforts are appreciated by the 
Marine Corps and especially by Sgt. Maj. 

Ruiz. He has stated many times we are his greatest recruiters. People 
look at us volunteering in various capacities and parents think, ‘that is 
what I want my child to grow up to be like.’ Your efforts to assist with 
funeral honors is just one area where the work is well-known. 

You will soon be asked to record all your volunteer efforts as an 
MCL member. We now have a VAVS committee. If you are not aware 
of this committee, many volunteer organizations use these commit-
tees to keep track of ALL volunteer efforts. When asked, please coor-
dinate with this committee. Our efforts must be known — no more 
working without letting people know who we are. 

Our new leadership on the National level is fully capable and will-
ing to steer the ship on a successful voyage, but this can only happen 
with all our support. I am looking forward to seeing you throughout 
the year as we all work together.  Semper Fi!

It is an honor to serve all of you!
MARINES: I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of 
you for electing me as your new national judge advocate at the 
101st National Convention. It’s an honor to serve you in this posi-
tion and represent you wherever I travel. I want to also take this 
opportunity to recognize our outgoing national judge advocate, 
David Porter, for his service and dedication to our organization. 
He’s an outstanding Marine and a great friend. I look forward to 
continuing the positive momentum he has set for our organiza-
tion.

My goals for this coming year are:
• Update the national bylaws and administrative procedures 

and have them published as quickly as possible after the National 
Convention.

• Ensure every department judge advocate has their bylaws up 
to date by the Mid-Winter Conference.

• Incorporate all five of the National judge advocate rulings into 
the National Administrative Procedures.

Communication is the key to any successful organization, so I 
plan on keeping in contact with all of our department judge advo-

cates to ensure they have all the infor-
mation and tools they need to per-
form their jobs as well as keep them 
informed with updates pertaining to 
our national organization.

Our outgoing national comman-
dant, Warren Griffin, along with the 
assistance of his national board of 
trustees and chief operating officer, 
Bob Borka, did an outstanding job over 
the last year. They all deserve our grat-

itude and thanks for all of the hard work they put in and the dedica-
tion they have for our beloved MCL.

Again, thank you for this opportunity to serve as your national 
judge advocate for the next year. As I visit your departments and 
detachments, I look forward to meeting old friends as well as 
making new ones. Take care of yourselves and each other and let’s 
always keep our overseas Marines and corpsmen in our thoughts 
and prayers.  Semper Fi!

NATIONAL JUDGE ADVOCATE
BRUCE RAKFELDT

JUNIOR PAST NATIONAL COMMANDANT
WARREN “GRIFF” GRIFFIN
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A HANDSOME WAY TO
SHARE YOUR PRIDE OF THE U.S. MARINE CORPS

Available Only from 
The Bradford Exchange

We’re excited to introduce a super versatile bag showcasing a top-notch design! 
Our “USMC” Sling Bag can be worn as a crossbody or over the shoulder and 
features multiple pockets to carry all your essentials in an organized, compact 
way. Plus, you can carry the proud symbol and name of the U.S. Marine Corps 
everywhere you go!

Superior Craftsmanship in a Compact Design
Expertly crafted of brown faux leather, this sling-style bag features a total of 6 
pockets (5 zippered and 1 slip for easy access) with plenty of room to carry all your 
daily essentials. The 48" adjustable strap can be clipped onto either side so the 
bag can be slung over the left or right shoulder. The strap also features a metal 
buckle that clips into the front fl ap to secure your belongings. On the front, you’ll 
fi nd embroidered patches showcasing ‘United States Marines’ and the EGA.

 The attention to detail on this handsome bag is stunning! Metal hardware, 
brown lining, nylon zippers, and faux leather on the pullers complete the stylish 
look. A metal eyelet on the top front of the bag allows you to run your headphone 
cord through for hands-free convenience.

A Remarkable Value… Available for a Limited Time
Our trendy sling-style bag is a remarkable value at $129.95*, and you can pay 
for it in 4 easy installments of $32.49 each. To order yours, backed by our 
unconditional 90-day guarantee, send no money now, just mail in your Priority 
Reservation. This versatile brown faux leather messenger bag is not available in 
stores, so don’t miss out. Reserve yours today and share your pride of the U.S. 
Marine Corps wherever you go!

®Offi cially Licensed Product of the United States Marine Corps
©2024 The Bradford Exchange  01-38223-001-BIBQR

Versatile Sling-style 
Bag Can Be Worn as a 
Crossbody or Over the 

Shoulder

Embroidered Patches 
Proudly Displaying
U.S. Marine Corps

EGA and Name 

6 Pockets (5 Zippered 
and 1 Slip) with Plenty 

of Room to Hold All Your 
Essentials

48" Adjustable
Shoulder Strap

Actual size is 
7" wide x 12" tall

Order Today at bradfordexchange.com/38223

PRIORITY RESERVATION          SEND NO MONEY NOW

The Bradford Exchange
9345 Milwaukee Ave., Niles, IL 60714-1393

✁

YES. Please reserve the “USMC” Sling Bag for me, 
as described in this announcement.

*Plus a total of $16.99 shipping and service (see bradfordexchange.com). Please allow 
2-4 weeks after initial payment for delivery. Sales subject to product availability and order 
acceptance. Product subject to change.

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                                            Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City                                                                           State            Zip

Email

01-38223-001-E26401

ame

   

arly

St

N

     ate  

(Please Print Cle

      S       

Where Passion Becomes Art

SCAN 
HERE TO 

SHOP

01_38223_001_BIBQR.indd   1 8/7/2024   1:39:44 PM



O N C E  A  M A R I N E ,  A LWA Y S  A  M A R I N E

 1 6                                                                    S|F  F A L L  2 0 2 4

Understanding Why We are Here
MARINES: Before I start, I would like to thank you all, especially 
my family and friends, for the support over the past year as NJA. 
Even though I would have liked another year as NJA, your moti-
vation and encouragement will push me to continue to serve the 
League as your national junior vice commandant.

I am not going to come out and preach, “We need to recruit and 
retain” as your new junior vice. This slogan has been pushed out 
since I have been in the league. The world will change by your exam-
ple, not your opinion. To lead by example, I have listened to you, and 
I will act to build an even stronger foundation. We need some pos-
itive changes, and one of those changes will be sending out a wel-
come letter to new members with their welcome package. Positive 
energy going into a new membership also needs to be directed to 
the outgoing membership as well. We will be drafting an exit fol-
low-up letter that will be and sent to departing members. We need 
to know why members did not return. An opinion is not an action, 
but everyone should be heard. None of us are perfect, and you are 
not always right. Yes, I said that because we need to be teachable to 
know how to improve.

Communication is crucial to keeping the network of information 
flowing smoothly. Zoom worked well when I was NJA, and numerous 
department JAs enjoyed zoom meetings. I will be doing the same 

with the department junior vice com-
mandants. This is a great path to push 
information down through the chain and 
stay on top of things. It’s also a great tool 
to hear what works and what does not. I 
want to hear why you joined the League, 
and to transition that motivation into a 
mentorship program.

The League is not the Marine Corps, 
but we love and take pride in being 
Marines. We need to take care of each 
other. Having a welcoming, open door 

will create gratitude, which will be the doorstop that keeps the 
doors open. Making meaningful first connections will pave the way 
towards understanding and acceptance. Listening and mentoring 
will strengthen our organizational foundation, help prospective and 
new members understand why we are here, and help us in our effort 
to pass a healthy organization on to future generations.

Life gets busy, but if we all come together to support one another 
we can build a stronger family that will encourage Brothers and 
Sisters to be the reinforcements we need to make sure the torch is 
passed for generations to come. Semper Fi!

Maintaining Momentum
MARINES: What a wonderful National Convention in Palm 
Springs. Thank you to the Department of California and its’ 
detachments that participated in putting together a great week 
in southern California. It gave those of us fortunate enough to 
have never served aboard 29 Palms a small glimpse of just how 
lucky we really were. The greatest part of these conventions is 
the fun and camaraderie as we reconnect with old friends and 
make some new ones. I can only begin to express my gratitude 
to all that voted for me to continue serving our beloved MCL and 
her members as our new senior vice commandant. I’m so looking 
forward to the opportunity to support our new commandant, TJ 
Morgan, and the rest of the board of trustees as every member 
around the nation keeps moving the League on to bigger and bet-
ter things together.

As we close out the year since you chose me to serve as our 
national junior vice commandant in Oklahoma City, I would ask 
that we all maintain the enthusiasm we have for the League and 
keep growing our ranks. I congratulate all the detachments that 
worked so hard this past year to maintain and increase their 
numbers and thank the members that got out there and found us 
those new members. As I traveled to many of your department 
conventions and division conferences this past year, I offered a 
challenge that I hope we will tackle under the leadership of our 

new national junior vice; that each of 
us recruit just one new member in the 
coming year. This would double our 
ranks. Imagine if the next year we ALL 
went out and did that again.

I recommit myself to all of you as we 
continue to make great strides toward 
becoming the premier veteran service 
organization. Our national office staff 
keeps streamlining their operations in 
support of all that our detachments, 

departments, and divisions are accomplishing. At every level in 
the League, Auxiliary, MODD, and Fleas, our members continue 
to recruit new members, serve in our communities, support 
our brother and sister veterans as they face their physical and 
psychological wounds through our VAVS and HAMSAL (Help a 
Marine Save a Life) efforts. Add to that NED/COO Borka’s tireless 
efforts in helping every division (and before long every depart-
ment) in expanding our VSO program. We will become an even 
more integral component in helping our fellow Marines and FMF 
Navy personnel with their VA claims, so they receive all the bene-
fits that they’ve earned through their service to this great nation. 
Semper Fi!

NATIONAL SR. VICE COMMANDANT
RUSS MILLER

NATIONAL JR. VICE COMMANDANT
DAVID PORTER
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Young Marines of the Marine Corps League
MARINES: By now, I’m just about caught up and recovered 
from another great summer of events. From the National Memo-
rial Day Parade to Navajo Code Talker Day, we at Young Marines 
are on the go around the country. Camps, Schools, and a Public 
Affairs Course in DC covered the gamut. A special shout out to our 
National Young Marine Unit of the Year, PFC Bruce W. Carter MOH 
Young Marines in Miami-Dade, FL. We recognized them at a spe-
cial ceremony on 3 June along with the MCL PFC Bruce W. Carter 
Detachment. Teamwork is what it is all about!

National Leadership Academy - Advanced Leadership School 
was hosted this year at NS Newport, RI. Your Young Marines made 
sure to look sharp and sound off around those Navy officer candi-
dates. We were especially grateful to have the National Comman-
dant, Warren Griffin, National Judge Advocate, and Vice Comman-
dant for New England join us for our graduation. The guest speaker 
was the Sg.t Maj. of the Marine Corps—outstanding motivation! 
We hosted another dozen Junior and Senior Leadership Schools 
around the country. 

Camps happened in every clime and place. Who are we kidding, 
the clime was just hot everywhere. I attended the Midwest Regi-
ment Camp outside of St. Charles, MO. There I saw the motivated 

Marines of the South St. Louis MCL Detachment help with land 
navigation and mentoring. The normal end of summer event is 
Navajo Code Talker Day. A special event on every level – scenery, 
history, community service, and veteran support. We then trav-
eled from the Navajo Nation to Rancho Mirage, CA. It was getting 
cold on the reservation (mid 80s) so I was glad to get to the MCL 
Convention for those balmy 100s. National Young Marine of the 
Year, YM/Sgt. Maj. Susan Suber from Lancaster Young Marines in 
Lancaster, PA was along for the adventure and engagement with 
our fellow MCL members.

Our program congratulates TJ Morgan, Russ Miller, Dave Porter, 
and Bruce Rakfeldt for assuming their respective roles at the MCL 
National level. It is a blessing to have such dedicated servant lead-
ers as our partners and supporters in our mission to “strengthen 
the lives of America’s youth”. The League remains our biggest sup-
porter, ready to help us grow this program, now more than ever.

My personal thanks to Warren Griffin for his service and sup-
port. Back in 2016, Warren welcomed us to dinner with his New 
England family at our first MCL Convention in Tulsa, OK. Thank 
you, my friend, I’m looking forward to continuing to work together.  
Semper Fi!

YOUNG MARINES OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE
BILL DAVIS

Young Marines of the Marine Corps League
MARINES: The Marine Corps League and the Young Marines 
of the MCL are partners in America’s youth to help them to lead a 
healthy and drug-free life, focus on leadership, citizenship through 
community service, and becoming productive members of Ameri-
can society. The YMs is a youth education and service program for 
boys and girls, ages 8 through 18. The program focuses on teaching 
the values of leadership, teamwork and self-discipline. The partner-
ship between the YMs and the MCL is paramount in the success of 
the YMs and often to the success of the League. The MCL is the larg-
est individual supporter of the YMs program. 

In July, the YMs were at the National Leadership Academy - 
Advanced Leadership School (ALS) at the Naval Station in New-
port, RI. This institution trains the top YMs in leadership skills 
with support from adult volunteers. High-ranking youth mentors 
inspire their peers, shaping the leaders of tomorrow. While there 
for a week, they were engaged in the essentials of advanced leader-
ship by attending leadership classes, team-building exercises, and 
physical training. They participated in the Four Lenses class, which 
enhanced their understanding of diverse personalities and empow-
ered them to collaborate effectively with individuals who have dif-
fering styles of communication. These extremely important lessons 
have helped these YMs to better themselves, be better citizens, and 
live a drug-free lifestyle.

The YMs National Leadership Academy graduates celebrated 

their graduation with a special keynote 
speaker. Sgt. Maj. of the Marine Corps 
Carlos Ruiz made an exciting finale to 
their training by speaking at their grad-
uation. This will be an event they will 
remember forever. The MCL was also 
there, supporting the National Young 
Marine Program. Thanks go to our 
National Commandant Warren Griffin, 
National Judge Advocate David Porter, 
and National Vice Commandant of the 
New England Division Patrick Maguire 

who all supported these YMs by attending the graduation cere-
mony.

USMC Col. (Ret.) William “Bill” Davis is the National Executive 
Director/CEO and Wilson Lee is the Deputy Director/Chief of Staff 
of the YMs. They are supported by about eight full time employees. 
Col. Davis’s wife, Brenda, is also an integral part of the Young Marine 
program. This great group of YMs staff members are always ready 
to help units perform better and help anyone to start a new Young 
Marine unit. Please reach out to them if you’d like some help.

Our youth needs the YMs and the YMs need the MCL. The League 
stands ready to help forge the skills of leadership, teamwork, and 
discipline in these important Young Marines.Semper Fi!

YOUNG MARINES LIAISON
JOHNNY BAKER
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delivery.
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details and make sure 
everything is correct.



©2024 BGE  01-39604-057-BD24QR

The Bradford Exchange Mint
9 3 0 7  M i l w a u k e e  A v e n u e  ·  N i l e s ,  I L  6 0 7 1 4 - 9 9 9 5

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
                                                  Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City

State                                       Zip

Email (optional)

240 4-E26 01

 Zipp

Clearly)

RESERVATION APPLICATION       SEND NO MONEY NOW

YES.  Please reserve The 50th Anniversary Vietnam Homecoming $2 Bill as described 
in this announcement. I am under no obligation. I understand that I can return any item 
free of charge. I need send no money now, I will be billed prior to shipment. Limit: one per 
household.
*$0 shipping and service on the fi rst issue, and $6.99 shipping and service on subsequent issues, priced at $39.99 each. 
Sales subject to product availability and reservation acceptance. Please allow 4-8 weeks after initial payment for delivery. 
By accepting this reservation you will be enrolled in The 50th Anniversary Vietnam Homecoming $2 Bill Collection with the 
opportunity — never the obligation — to complete the collection. You’ll also receive a deluxe wooden display with your 
third shipment — FREE. Issues will arrive about once a month. You may cancel at any time by notifying us.

50 YEARS AGO, OUR HEROES

MADE IN THE U.S.A.

U. S. Vietnam Veterans Anniversary 
Legal Tender Tribute!

The Bradford Exchange is proud to support the Gary Sinise Foundation!  In honor of the 50TH Anniversary of the U.S. Vietnam 
Veteran Homecoming, we’ve made a donation to thank senior war veterans for their bravery and sacrifi ce to our country. 

    

The bill’s front features third 

portrait, privately-enhanced with 
full color artwork of U.S. soldiers 
in country, and returning P.O.W.s.

The back of the bill features the 
historic depiction of
the presentation of the 
Declaration of Independence.

The $2 bill arrives in crisp, 
uncirculated condition and is 
permanently preserved within a 
tamper-proof holder to protect its 
beauty and value.

In January of 1973, the United States entered into an agreement with North Vietnam 
to repatriate POWs held during the war.  Over three phases in February through April, 
depending on which combatants held the prisoners, the Americans were returned to 
their countrymen in Saigon, Hanoi or Hong Kong. Code-named Operation Homecoming, 
this return of those held as prisoners marked the fi nal end of the Vietnam War and 
is now seen as the date of homecoming for all Vietnam Veterans. Now The Bradford 
Exchange Mint salutes the 2023 50TH Anniversary of U.S. Vietnam Homecoming with this 
extremely limited U.S. legal tender $2 Bill. This privately-enhanced, legal tender currency 
can now be yours at a special price of just $9.99.  That’s a 78% savings versus the regular 
price of $39.99 (shipping and service is FREE).

 Genuine U.S. legal tender and scarce collector favorites, even ordinary $2 
bills are rarely seen. They make up fewer than 1% of all currency produced in the 
United States today. This offi cial $2 bill features third President Thomas Jefferson’s 
image on the front. What’s more, it has been privately enhanced by The Bradford 
Exchange Mint with custom photographic imagery that depicts returning U.S. 
P.O.W.s and soldiers in action in country. The back features the traditional depiction 
of the presentation of the Declaration of Independence. It’s a magnifi cent expression 
of American pride to enjoy for years to come.

A superb value …
 100% guaranteed.

How can we offer you this exclusive commemorative currency at 78% off?  We 
know that once you see just one of these meaningful and exclusive $2 Bill tributes 
honoring our Vietnam heroes you’ll want to purchase more of them, backed by our 
unconditional, 365-day guarantee. Your genuine, crisp $2 Bill arrives in a crystal-
clear, tamper-proof holder. This could be your one-and-only opportunity to claim The 
50th Anniversary Vietnam Homecoming $2 Bill at this special price. So respond now!

A crystal-clear, tamper-proof holder keeps your 
historic currency secure. 

GENUINE 
LEGAL 

TENDER

The Bradford Exchange Mint is not affi liated with the U.S. Government or 
U.S. Department of the Treasury. ©2024 The Bradford Exchange Mint.  

ACT NOW AT BRADFORDEXCHANGE.COM/VIETNAM$2SPECIAL 

78% off  the 

regular price!

SCAN HERE 

TO SHOP

01_39604_057_BD24QR.indd   1 1/5/2024   5:08:33 PM



O N C E  A  M A R I N E ,  A LWA Y S  A  M A R I N E

 2 0                                                                    S|F  F A L L  2 0 2 4

DIVISION REPORTS

The Arrow of Time Points 
in Only One Direction

MARINES: Author Bill Abbott wrote, 
“Time marches ever forward and there is 
no way to go back. The older we get, the 
more we notice the arrow of time points 
in only one direction.” We should reflect 
on where we’ve been from time to time to 
help us shape the march forward and to 
point the arrow in a direction of our choos-
ing. 

My journey in the MCL would never have 
happened except for an invitation to “come 
check us out” followed by a friendly wel-
come into the comradeship of the detach-
ment. That first meeting is one that reso-
nates after 24 years. I hope that all new 
members receive that sort of welcome into 
this tribe we call the Marine Corps League. 

More recently, I’ve been blessed with 
the friendship of outgoing Central Division 
Vice Commandant Mike Sturch. The divi-

sion has done well during his term of office and I’ve been lucky 
to receive his guidance and mentorship. It is reassuring to have 
his experience to turn to as needed. Thank you, Mike, for all that 
you’ve done and for all that you might unknowingly volunteer for 
in the future. The division is in your debt. 

To the central division members: Moving forward, I believe 
strongly in what PNC Johnny Baker has described as “servant 
leadership.” My duty is to listen to you and represent you at the 
national level. Providing guidance and a common direction for all 
to follow once I have your input is paramount. Being responsive 
in a timely manner and acknowledging communications are my 
normal practice and I expect the same from all. I do answer all 
questions as quickly as possible but it’s not uncommon to send a 
reply of “have you brought this up to your chain of command?” or 
“what do your bylaws say?” Please, give your chain of command 
a chance to help you. 

Finally, I urge everyone to follow the example set by PNC’s 
John Touhy and Jim Touhy who took the time to pull a new guy 
aside at his first National Convention to provide corrective uni-
form guidance. When you see a member needing guidance, pull 
them aside and provide mentoring quietly and respectfully. If on 
social media, send that person a personal message or give them 
a call rather than blasting it out to the entire world. Be kind, be 
helpful, be there for someone that needs you.. Semper Fi!

Division Website: mclcentdiv.org

A World Without 
the Marine Corps?

MARINES: Imagining a world without 
the United States Marine Corps opens up 
an uncomfortable exploration of how mil-
itary history, global conflicts, and national 
defense strategies might have evolved dif-
ferently. The USMC, established in 1775, 
has played a pivotal role in numerous con-
flicts and operations, shaping not only the 
United States’ military capabilities but 
also its global influence.

Without the Marine Corps, the United 
States would have had to rely more heav-
ily on the Army and Navy to fulfill the roles 
typically assigned to the Marines. This could 
have led to significant changes in military 
structure and strategy. We are known for 
our rapid deployment capabilities, amphibi-
ous warfare expertise, and ability to operate 
in diverse environments. The jungles of the 
Philippines to the cold of the Chosen Res-

ervoir. Without them, the Army would have had to develop similar 
rapid response units, potentially altering its traditional focus and 
training.

The absence of the Marine Corps would also have impacted ma-
jor historical events. For instance, during World War II, the Marines 
were crucial in the Pacific Theater, executing amphibious assaults 
on heavily fortified islands. Without the Marines, these operations 
might have been slower and more costly, potentially altering the 
course of the war.

Domestically, we have also been a symbol of American military 
prowess and resilience. Our absence might have influenced public 
perception of the military and national identity. Our motto, “Sem-
per Fidelis”, and our reputation for toughness and honor have in-
spired generations of Americans. Without us, another military enti-
ty would have had to fill this cultural and symbolic role, potentially 
leading to a different national narrative around military service and 
heroism.

Internationally, we have been a key player in humanitarian mis-
sions and peacekeeping operations. Our absence could have affect-
ed the United States’ ability to respond quickly to global crises, from 
natural disasters to conflicts requiring immediate intervention. This 
might have led to a different global standing for the United States, 
with other nations possibly stepping in to fill the void left by the Ma-
rines’ absence.

In summary, the absence of the United States Marine Corps 
would have had profound implications for military strategy, histor-
ical events, national identity, and global influence. The Army and 
Navy would have had to adapt significantly to cover the roles typi-
cally filled by the Marines, potentially leading to a very different mil-
itary and geopolitical landscape. Never think for one minute that 
you did not make a difference in this nation’s history.. Semper Fi!

Division Website: mclmideast.com

Dave Englert 
NVC, Central 

Division

Rick Thomason
NVC, Mideast 

Division
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Honor and Excited to Represent 
the Midwest Division

MARINES: I am writing this immediately 
after returning from the National Conven-
tion in Rancho Mirage, CA. I was honored 
to be installed as your division national 
vice commandant. During the process of 
reciting the oath of office, I realized I had 
recited this oath and administered it so 
many times in the past that I almost have 
it memorized. The words in the oath have 
a special meaning to me and I take them 
very seriously.

A little about myself. I joined the Ma-
rine Corps right out of high school in 1978. 
I earned my EGA at MCRD San Deigo and 
then went on to Basic Electronics School 
at 29 Palms. After completion of my pri-
mary MOS school of Ground Radar repair, 
I was assigned to the 2nd Battalion 4th 
Marines in Camp Schwab Okinawa. Our 
battalion united with other Marine Corps 

units to form a battalion landing team and went to Camp Fuji, 
Japan for cold weather training in the fall of 1979. During train-
ing, Camp Fuji was hit by a typhoon that caused a fuel bladder to 
rupture resulting in a fire in the base camp that ultimately took 
the lives of 13 Marines. I remember those 13 Marines every Octo-
ber 19th. As part of the installation ceremony, I referenced above 
I will be especially vigilant to respect and honor my deceased 
brothers and sisters-in-arms and i will assist and protect my fel-
low members and their families.

You should receive this edition of the Semper Fi magazine 
around the time of our United States Marine Corps birthday. In 
keeping with the mission of the MCL, I encourage you to cele-
brate our birthday with your fellow MCL members and be sure to 
invite the public to this patriotic event. 

As the saying goes there is no “I” in team, meaning that it takes 
a team to accomplish major goals and ambitions not just one per-
son. However, there is an “I” in Marine, and that means to me that 
as a Marine I take full responsibility and accountability for myself 
and my team. As I stated in the oath of office, I will follow the lead-
ership of the league and do my best to represent the members of 
the Midwest Division at the National level.  Semper Fi!

Division Website: midwestdivisionmarinecorpsleague.org

Great 
Opportunity

MARINES: If you were at the national 
convention in Palm Springs, then you 
most likely heard the presentation of 
the MCL’s Veterans Service Officer 
program presented by National 
Executive Director/COO Bob Borka. This 
program is exactly the reason we are 
here, to help Marines!! There are some 
League members across the country 
that have been doing this for some time 
now and have been very successful. 
Marine Borka is pushing this out and 
he’s pushing hard—”all in”, as he says. 
The MCL will become the VSO of choice 
for Marine Corps veterans. The VSO 
will answer questions about benefits, 
assist in completing and filing claims 
and represent them at V.A. hearings. So 
why is this a great opportunity? It’s a way 
for the League to get recognized while 

helping Marines. Marine 
veterans who choose the 
League to represent them 
when filing a claim may be 
inclined to join the League. 
This is a volunteer position 
that is needed in every 
corner of the country. 
Leave no Marine behind. 
There is more information 
on how to become a VSO 

for the League on the national website or you can email VSO@
MCLeague.org.  Semper Fi!

Division Website: mclnedivision.com

Pat Maguire
NVC, New 

England Division

Jim Maevers
NVC, Midwest 

Division



O N C E  A  M A R I N E ,  A LWA Y S  A  M A R I N E

 2 2                                                                    S|F  F A L L  2 0 2 4

Are YOU ready 
to step up?

MARINES: Are YOU ready to step up 
when the time comes? Are you mentor-
ing and helping our members to learn and 
grow in their current position and to de-
velop the knowledge and skills needed for 
the next one? Are you open to new ideas, 
new approaches, and new technologies? 
Or are you trying to be super-human and 
do everything yourself? Or, worse, are you 
trying to micromanage your members or 
your staff? As leaders, the impact of what 
you do may not show up until it is time for 
someone to step up. 

One of the first lessons I learned as an 
engineering manager was the difference 
between being in-charge and taking care 
of those in my charge. The distinction I 
made with my team was that the leader’s 
job was to put together the team, the re-
sources to accomplish the mission, and 

then clearly communicate the mission to the team. The team’s 
job was to carry out the mission. Success belonged to the team, 
failure to the leader. This is something we should always keep in 
mind—but sadly, we do not. Too often, leading means the leader 
does it all rather than delegate to others. The tasks get done, but 
is the short-term benefit outweighed by the long-term cost of not 
preparing our teammates to step up? I think not.

Taking care of those in our charge includes mentoring the next 
group of leaders. Mentoring is not training, although it may in-
clude training. Mentoring requires developing and maintaining 
relationships, asking questions, discussing problems, coaching, 
supporting and not barking orders. And most of all keeping an 
open mind.

There are many members of our League doing incredible 
things. We, as leaders, need to support their efforts and help 
them develop and grow and be ready when it is time to step up. My 
commitment to you is that I will do my part and do this job to the 
best of my ability. And I will always keep the good of the League 
foremost in my mind. Please contact me with your thoughts and 
questions. I look forward to working with you.  Semper Fi!

Division Website: nedmcl.org

After the Convention and 
Towards the Future

MARINES: One of the common themes 
discussed is growth of membership. Right 
now, it’s likely the most important issue we 
need to work on. We have so many valu-
able programs and causes: helping people 
through the V.A. system, working with our 
youth in both the Young Marines and es-
tablishing a robust Youth Physical Fitness 
program, our annual assistance for Toys 
for Tots… The list continues and really no 
one program is more important that the 
other.

We must recognize none of these are 
sustainable without an increasing mem-
bership. It’s a topic that we discuss at every 
level. At this year’s Commandant Council, 
members shared some great ideas. Hope-
fully you attend your respective depart-
ment conventions. This is another great 
place to share ideas of what works for dif-

ferent areas. Remember, we don’t have to invent new things if 
we listen to what we know already works. Having said that, fresh 
ideas are always great to share. Most departments hold a fall or 
winter conference. Be a part of those and share your ideas.

For me, the best part of every convention are the new mem-
bers I meet and the relationships I build. Just getting to know our 
fellow members is so rewarding. While we all have something in 
common, being a Marine or supporting our Marines, it’s incredi-
ble the variety of people we are. Our backgrounds, our lives in the 
Corps, and our lives after the Corps. It does not matter our age. I 
find I can speak to pretty much anyone at convention at length 
and discover what great people they are.

This is the biggest reason to have new members join us. You’re 
instantly surrounded by people you can relate to. You realize 
how much we are alike and yet how great to celebrate our differ-
ences. We can’t just offer a monthly meeting. We can’t just offer 
a chance of involvement in important endeavors. We must stress 
the relationships we can build by being a member. To be with 
people who get us. When we find this, it opens so many avenues 
to us, avenues of assistance, avenues of involvement, and, most 
importantly, avenues of friendship.

Reach out and invite someone new to join. Semper Fi!

Division Website: mcl-nwdiv.org  

Mike Flynn
NVC, Northwest 

Division

Robert Ziltz
NVC, Northeast 

Division

DIVISION REPORTS
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Trust,  
but Verify

MARINES: The USMC is more than 
just a military branch; it’s a brotherhood, 
a tight-knit community where the bonds 
of camaraderie run deep and last a life-
time. From the moment we stepped onto 
the yellow footprints, we were introduced 
to a tradition of unity and loyalty that de-
fines the Marine Corps experience. This 
brotherhood is not just about wearing the 
same uniform, it’s about a shared commit-
ment to the values of honor, courage, and 
commitment which bind Marines together 
across generations.

The brotherhood forged in the Corps 
does not end with active-duty service. It is 
a lifelong bond that transcends time and 
distance. Marines, whether active duty, 
reservists, or veterans, share a unique con-
nection that is understood by few outside 
the Corps. This connection is evident in the 
way Marines greet one another, regardless 

of when or where they served. The simple phrase “Semper Fi” is a 
testament to the enduring nature of this bond.

We put trust in one another to faithfully carry out the duties 
and responsibilities that have been voluntarily assumed by our 
comrades. When it comes to handling money, however, it’s im-
portant to keep in mind the old adage attributed to Ronald 
Reagan during the Cold War era – “Trust, but Verify”.  As a de-
centralized organization, our smaller units typically don’t use 
sophisticated financial management systems, but that doesn’t 
mean that we should be lax in our oversight.  

As Marines, we’re accustomed to rules and inspections, so no-
body should be offended when a practice of regular review of 
accounts and transactions is established. Officers and trustees 
have a responsibility to ensure funds and all other organizational 
assets are protected and properly accounted. We owe that to our 
members.

There have been far too many instances, in both large organi-
zations and small, where employees, or volunteers have mishan-
dled, or mismanaged funds. In some cases, it has led to the ruin of 
the company, or organization. Financial oversight and review is 
not a sign of mistrust of our fellow members, it’s a prudent prac-
tice for all of us to follow in order to maintain transparency and 
accountability. Semper Fi!

Division Website: seddiv.org

Recruit – Get Involved 
 – Retain

MARINES: We have come to that time 
of the year when all detachments and de-
partments must start their administrative 
requirements of ensuring they have filed 
the required documents for incorporation 
as well as their IRS form 990-N. I have 
tasked each department commandant 
with ensuring their department, as well as 
detachments within their department, file 
these documents and pass along up the 
appropriate chain of command.

I have challenged each department to 
work on recruitment as well as retention. 
Membership at the detachment level is the 
key to the continued growth and operation 
of the MCL. I know we all have heard that 
‘the detachment is the most important 
unit in the League, for it is composed of the 
membership, which is the very heart of the 
League.’ Detachments must be active to 
gain membership. No one wants to just sit 

and listen and never do anything. With that said, detachments, 
find out what each member enjoys and wants to do and get them 
to chair a function for the detachment. When a new Member 
comes in, find what they enjoy doing and get them involved.

I am asking each officer within the Rocky Mountain Division to 
get ahold of the detachment Officers Guidebook and read it. This 
book can help guide and spell out the duties of each officer and 
within the detachment. That also carries onto the department 
side of the house. First and foremost, officers need to listen to 
their membership and let them assist in the activities. Officers, 
recognize your membersfor their hard work and diligence in their 
duties. Semper Fi!

Division Website: rockymountainmcldiv.org

Tom Krueger
NVC, Rocky 

Mountain  
Division

Jerry Holt
NVC,  

Southeast 
Division
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Marines’ Story Written
in Sacrifice and Journey

MARINES: Every Marine’s story con-
tains sacrifice and journey. As veterans of 
the USMC, we understand these two ele-
ments better than anyone else, though our 
commitment to our fellow Marines and the 
Corps transcends mere words; it is embod-
ied by honor, courage, and commitment.

The Sacrifice
Every Marine’s journey begins a conscious 

decision to put this great nation before self. 
When we signed up, we knew we were step-
ping into a life that demanded more from us 
than most could fathom. For some, it meant 
forgoing higher education, for others, it 
meant being away from family and friends, 
missing milestones in our personal lives.

Yet, the greatest sacrifice was the accep-
tance of potentially paying the ultimate 
price – laying down our lives in service to 
our country. Each of us made this commit-

ment, understanding that freedom may demand it. In this sacri-
fice, however, we found something invaluable. We gained not just 
friends, but brothers and sisters forged in the crucible of shared 
hardship and triumph.

The Journey
Our paths to becoming Marines were as diverse as the back-

grounds we came from. Wealth, academic standings, race, culture, 
and gender – each of us brought different elements into the melt-
ing pot of the Marine Corps. Despite these differences, we shared a 
common goal: to serve our God, our Corps, and our country.

Each Marine faced unique obstacles. Some of us battled rac-
ism, sexism, and other forms of discrimination. Yet, we perse-
vered, united by the determination to earn the title of Marine. 
Boot camp, the most intense and grueling of all military train-
ing, transformed us. Like raw materials in a foundry, we emerged 
from this process as strong, like-minded Marines, ready to ac-
complish any mission.

Our service on active duty may have ended, but our journey 
continues. The MCL allows us to maintain our bonds. We connect 
with veterans from different eras, finding common ground in our 
shared experiences.

The Marine Corps becomes a part of who we are as American 
citizens, public servants, and leaders. The MCL keeps our cama-
raderie and esprit de Corps alive, providing a venue for us to con-
tinue our service in diverse ways.

I invite you to reflect on your own journey and sacrifices. Does 
this resonate with your experience? For me, it rings true and 
deepens my pride in calling each of you my brother or sister, and 
a fellow member of the MCL. Semper Fi!

Division Website: mclswdivision.org

Membership and 
Communication 

MARINES: Without members, our de-
tachments would cease to exist and all 
the good work that detachments do for 
their communities would end. At the Na-
tional convention, it was reported by the 
national junior vice commandant that the 
MCL has shrunk in regular membership 
by about 2% overall. I’m happy to report 
to the Southern Division members that 
we actually had an increase in our mem-
bership by 1.08% in large part to the re-
cruiting and retention efforts by the Dept. 
of Arkansas and the Dept. of Texas. The 
Dept. of Arkansas received third place in 
membership with 103.67% over last year, 
Dept. of Texas, Alberto Angel Avalos Det. 
671 with a membership of 250% over last 
year, and Rio Grande Valley Det. 1456 with 
a membership of 211.11% over last year. Rio 
Grande Valley Det. 1456 lead in recruit-
ing with first place for detachments of its 

size and member Leopold “Polo” Garza Jr. recruited enough new 
members to become the National Recruiter of the Year. Recruit-
ing and retaining members can be easy if a detachment provides 
those programs and activities that attract Marines and keeps 
them involved.    

One way to keep members involved is through communica-
tion, and I want to congratulate the Dept. of Texas and Chief Edi-
tor Ericka Hedlin for taking second place in this year’s newsletter 
competition. Newsletters have historically been one of the most 
popular forms of communication with the detachment member-
ship. Today, there are many social media platforms a detachment 
can use to communicate with their membership, but we need to 
make sure they use these platforms responsibly. 

One very important position for detachment communication 
is the public relations officer. They are the one that helps the de-
tachment officers develop and execute strategies’ for getting the 
detachment into the public eye in a positive way. They can help 
the detachment leadership raise awareness of programs and ac-
tivities that attract Marines and keep them involved. Good com-
munication is the best tool a detachment has in its recruiting and 
retention toolbox when it comes to building membership.

We’ve had a successful year with recruiting and retention for 
the Southern Division and I’m sure we’ll be able to meet or ex-
ceed those percentages next year if we use all the tools at our dis-
posal. I plan to do my best to promote the goal for the Southern 
Division of 102% increase in membership for 2025.  Semper Fi!

Division Website: southernmcl.org

Randy Rigg
NVC, 

Southern
 Division

Roger Smith
NVC, 

Southwest 
Division

DIVISION REPORTS
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BOOK REVIEWS
BOOKS FOR, ABOUT & BY MARINES – BY BOB BORKA

Rescued 
As Marines exit military service, we lose our tribe and the operational 
tempo of unique job duties. Veterans seek to find their way in the civil-
ian world. When Marine Corps League member Andy Vistrand left the 
Marine Corps, he found himself in dark times. By chance, he found an 
unexpected light that helped him find his path forward. A puppy, later 
named “Dozer”, came into his life and, over the course of the next 13 
years, had a profound emotional impact on Andy and his family.
The book is written as a tribute to Dozer, whose love and com-
passion helped the author overcome unseen battles. The 
book is easy to read with clean, family friendly language. 

Rescued
Author: Andy L. Vistrand
Pages: 86 pages
Publisher: Hillhelen Group, LLC
ISBN-13: 97908987320198 

Airborne Marine
Marine Corps League Member Eugene Dale Schwartzlow brings us his Vietnam War 
experiences wrapped in short, easy to read chapters. The author is able to articu-
late many events with photos and descriptions. We appreciate that he shared his 
experiences and documented the memories. It’s an arduous task to articulate 

these memories, and the hope is that by doing so, it can help calm the spirit.
To quote the author, “All veterans carry with them the burden of war; some are unable 
to cope and resort to suicide as a way out. My message is for veterans to talk to others 
or write their thoughts down in a story like I did. Maybe then they will find peace.”

Airborne Marine
Author: Eugene Dale Schwartzlow

Pages: 184
Publisher: Fulton Books

ISBN-13: 979-8887316055
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&
Bob Parsons is a self-made 

billionaire and philanthropist. 
Most people know him as the 

founder of MoneyCounts, GoDaddy, 
PXG (Parson’s Xtreme Golf) and the 
world’s largest Harley Davidson 
dealership, but few might know that 
he started life in poverty and served 
as a Marine with the 26th Marine 
Regiment during the Vietnam War.

He has a new book out titled Fire in 
the Hole, which details his life from 
cradle to CEO and his experience 
as a Marine in Vietnam and how he 
learned to cope with PTSD.

An Interview 
with USMC 
Vietnam Vet 
Bob Parsons

PTSD, 
Psilocybin,
Philanthropy

By Mike Searson
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Semper Fi: It seems like we ask 
everyone we feature in Semper F this 
question, but what made you choose 
the Marine Corps?

Bob Parsons: Well, you know, I’m 
almost certain if I went down with 
some friends to talk to an army 
recruiter, I would have joined the 
army. But that didn’t happen. I was in 
gym class and I had two friends come 
up to me and say they were going to 
go talk to the Marine Corps recruiter. 
Would I be interested in going with 
them? And I said, “absolutely.” When 
I got down there to the recruiting 
office, the recruiter had us at “hello”.

Mind you, this is during the height 
of the Vietnam War. He said he had 
to check our school grades. And of 
course I’m failing most of my subjects 
in my senior year. And he said to me, 
“Robert, we think you’ll make a fine 
Marine.” 

That’s how it happened! I went 
to boot camp and Infantry Training 
Regiment and I became an 0311, 
Rifleman. Three of us went through 
boot camp together and, while home 
on leave, one of [those guys] was 
stabbed to death in Baltimore. He 
didn’t even make it to Vietnam. I was 
assigned to 26th Marines. 

What rank were you when you got 
out?

Oh, I was a lance corporal. What did 
you expect a three-star general?

Well, you’ve obviously become one 
of the most successful entrepreneurs 
and philanthropists in history. Do 
you think that had a lot to do with the 
Marine Corps?

It had everything to do with the 
Marine Corps. Like I said, when I 
joined the Marine Corps, I was failing 
a lot of my subjects in my senior year. 
After I went to the Marine Corps 
recruiter and enlisted, I got my orders 
to report for boot camp in August. I 
showed all my teachers my orders 
and they all passed me. If it wasn’t 
for that, I wouldn’t have graduated 

high school. So, the Marine Corps got 
me my high school diploma, although 
it was not the best way… but, more 
importantly, they turned me around 
completely. I was a pretty, aimless, 
and unfocused knucklehead before 
I went in. But after I got out, I was a 
very focused individual. They taught 
me that responsibility is sacred and 
the importance of discipline.

In essence, you don’t have to like or 

even want to do something, but you 
have to do it. They taught me that I 
could accomplish far more than I ever 
dreamed I could if I only tried… and 
that I had a right to do it.

That’s a familiar story for a lot of us. 
The Corps makes you mature quickly.

I definitely matured during the 
time I was in the Marine Corps, but 
I matured under the right tutelage. 
When I came home from Vietnam I 

had a pretty righteous case of PTSD. 
And the way I dealt with that was to 
bury myself in my studies when I was 
in college. 

When I was in school from 
kindergarten through 12, every year 
for me was a photo finish whether I 
passed or not. When I went to college 
after the Marine Corps, I studied 
accounting, and I graduated magna 
cum laude.

That’s just amazing. 
I took the CPA exam, passed it the 

first time and I never would have done 
that without the discipline I learned in 
the Marine Corps. I wouldn’t have done 
that without burying myself in what I 
had to do and that was probably the 
upside of PTSD, and it was the same 
thing for my work career. I always was 
a worker bee and that was the way I 
dealt with PTSD.

Now, the downside to that is I wasn’t 
a great individual to be around a lot of 
the time. I had a flash temper, but it 
was only a flash, and I would never get 
violent or anything like that. It would 
last about 10 minutes and I’d usually 
apologize to whoever I lost my temper 
at, but it cost me two marriages and it 
wasn’t great for my family. 

Now, you didn’t know you had PTSD 
back then when you first got out. How 
long did that take for you to realize, 
“Hey, something’s wrong with me.”

After the guys came back from 
Desert Storm. With all the parades, I 
started literally breaking down, man. 
I just started crying over nothing, you 
know, especially if somebody asked 
me about the war. I mean, I’m having 
a hard time even telling you this. But 
that’s how I learned that I needed to 
do something.

What did you do to turn it around?
I did a number of things the best 

I could. I spent some time with my 
buddies that I served with and that 
helped. I did some neurofeedback 
stuff that helped I did a stellate 

 I was a pretty, 
aimless, and unfocused 

knucklehead before 
I went in. But after I 
got out, I was a very 
focused individual. 

They taught me that 
responsibility is sacred 

and the importance 
of discipline.
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ganglion block (SGB). That helped, 
but the thing that really made the 
difference was reading this book called, 
How to Change Your Mind by Michael 
Pollan. That book is a treatise on 
psychedelics, and it talks about their 
history, how they came to be in the in 
the United States and what they were 
known to do. For example, he talks 
about Bill Wilson aka “Bill W.”, the guy 
who founded Alcoholics Anonymous. 
He used LSD  in medically supervised 
experiments to get rid of his habit. 

Well, that stuff’s not available now 
and they have their other ways of 
dealing with it. But if the people in 
charge ever become illuminated, it will 
be legal, at least for therapeutic use, 
because it works so quickly and so well. 

I read everything that [psychedelics] 
can do and why they’re illegal, and I told 
my wife I wanted to try psychedelics. 
Now, I never did anything like that in 
my life before then. This is my third 
and current wife, Renee. She had me 
hooked up within a couple of weeks 
with some [psychedelic] guides who 
travel under the radar and treat people 
like me with psychedelics.

I met with them in Hawaii. They 
gave me three forms of psychedelics. 
The first was ayahuasca—and that is 
a nasty, foul-tasting stuff. But it made 
me remember all the stuff that got me 
bothered and all that came out with a 
lot of tears. The next day, I had magic 
mushrooms, and the guy said, “Look, 
I had a teapot that holds three cups, 
and I made this tea very, very strong. 
So, you probably only need to drink one 
cup of psilocybin.” Now, I swear this is 
true, I drank all three cups, and I ate 
the tea bags. 

Oh, jeez. 
Now, I’ll tell you what, brother, I was 

righteously stoned. I answered the 
questions and cried a lot. So, the next 
day I took off and the third day it was 
LSD and the same sort of thing. And 
then after that, everybody noticed 
it, “Man, you’re a different guy.” My 
wife noticed it first. She noticed that 

I was kinder, I was more thoughtful. 
I didn’t lose my temper. I was willing 
to go places again, all that sort of 
stuff. The people I work with noticed 
it immediately. It had been 48 or 49 

years since the war, but for me, when I 
did that, I finally came home. 

So, since then, no outbursts or 
negative feelings?

Yeah. Now, make no mistake here, 
I’m not perfect. The psychedelics 

didn’t make me perfect. What they did 
was they made me better. I’m still a 
knucklehead, just like most guys are. 
I expect I’ll never be any different, but 
I try, a lot more and I don’t carry that 
cross of PTSD like that anymore. 

Do you keep in touch with any of the 
guys you served with?

I’m in touch with about six of them 
on a regular basis and that includes 
Charlie. 

My buddy Charlie had an episode 
with a hand grenade and became 
a triple amputee. An NVA (North 
Vietnamese) hand grenade landed 
next to him, and he tried to throw it 
back. It went off when he picked it up. 
He lost an arm and both his legs. Now 
he lives down in South Carolina and 
he’s the happiest guy you’d ever want 
to meet. I said to him, “Charlie, you 
had something like this happen to you 
and you’re so happy. Why is that?” He 
said, “Bobby, I wasn’t gonna let a triple 
amputation mess up my life.” And if 
that doesn’t personify being a Marine, 
I don’t know what does. 

Right. We’re sure it must be terrible 
for him, but being a Marine, you just 
deal with it. It’s like you said in your 
book, “We choose to be happy.” 

One hundred percent!

You’ve worked with so many great 
causes, is there one that really stands 
out?

Now that’s a hard one to answer, 
but what I will tell you is the thing I 
enjoy the most is when we donate to 
organizations that have difficulties. 
They’re making a really big difference, 
but because of their nature they’re 
having difficulty raising money. I think 
we get the most satisfaction with 
them, and if you find organizations 
that fall in that category, usually that’s 
where you’ll find us. 

I’ll give you an example of one, 
Crisis Center Nurseries. Because of 
the issues with the border, you have a 
lot of people that are here in Arizona 

... what I will tell you 
is the thing I enjoy the 

most is when we donate 
to organizations that 

have difficulties. They’re 
making a really big 

difference, but because 
of their nature they’re 

having difficulty raising 
money. I think we get 
the most satisfaction 
with them, and if you 

find organizations that 
fall in that category, 
usually that’s where 

you’ll find us. 
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that come across the border illegally 
and, depending upon how you think, 
they’re either undocumented citizens 
or they’re illegal. But the bottom 
line is that these people have a more 
difficult time than any of us to be an 
American citizen. I mean, the path 
is long and hard for them because 
getting across the border is just part 
of it. There is a whole group of under-
the-radar sleazy businesses that exist 
just to take advantage of these people 

If they get a job, they make nothing. 
So, the big question is, when these 
people get jobs, and if they have 
kids, what happens to the kids? Well, 
the answer is, this organization. We 
support Crisis Center Nurseries which 
helps take care of them—and it’s not 
just young babies. It is for kids of all 

ages. They drop the kids off; the kids 
get a couple of square meals and they 
are taught English and Spanish in a 
fun way and learn history and play 
games. So, when their parents pick 
them up at the end of the day, they’re a 
little better than they were when they 
dropped them off. That’s the goal.

I love that organization and they’re 
one of my absolute favorites. When 
you meet these people that are 
actually dealing with that and they’re 
working hard to become American 
citizens, they are just wonderful. And 
you look at what they were willing to 
do to become an American citizen and 
you think, ‘that’s who we want here.’ 
I think they’ll be a day when we look 
back as a people and as a country 
when we’re glad and appreciative 

those people made the effort to be 
here. 

Are you still golfing? 
Oh, yeah. Before I got hurt and had 

three surgeries, I was hitting my drive 
about 230 yards, and it’s taken me a 
while to get back. I’m up at about 195 
now. So, I don’t know if I’m going to 
quite get there, but I compensate with 
closer tees. I’m playing the senior tees 
now and even a little more than the 
senior tees. But I still enjoy the game. 
And I get strokes from my buddies… 
when I get the right number of strokes 
(and I’m close enough to the pin) I take 
them downtown, brother! . Semper Fi!
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It’s August 1967. The location is Kansas 
City. The occasion is the 44th Marine 
Corps League National Convention and 

the MCL will present two prestigious awards 
for the first time. Comedian Bob Hope, Acad-
emy Award winner Lee Marvin, television star 
John Russell, and legendary photojournalist 
Larry Burroughs were named by the MCL 
to receive the first annual Iron Mike awards. 
Comedienne Martha Raye, who had recently 
returned from her fifth tour with American 
fighting units in Vietnam and who is now star-
ring in the Broadway musical “Hello Dolly!” is 
named by the MCL to receive the first annual 
Dickey Chapelle Memorial award.

The Iron Mike Award is named after the 
landmark World War I memorial statue 
located at the Marine Corps Recruit 
Depot, Parris Island. It was conceived by 
Lt. Robinson of the convention publicity 
committee for the purpose of recognizing 
a person who has contributed the most 
to the United States of America and the 
Corps. The Iron Mike award is a medal-
lion suspended from a scarlet and gold 
ribbon and with a bas relief of Iron Mike 
on the front and a Marine Corps League 
emblem and the words, “Marine Corps 
League, Semper Fidelis” on the reverse.

The Dickey Chapelle Award was conceived 
by the MCL for the purpose of recognizing a 
woman who has contributed substantially 
to the morale, welfare, and well-being of 

Marines and the USMC. The award is named 

to honor the memory of the late Georgette 

Louise Meyer, known as Dickey Chapelle, an 

American foreign correspondent who was 

killed on November 4, 1965, in Vietnam while 

on patrol with the U.S. Marines. The Dickey 

Chapelle award is a bronze statue of the 

famous woman who was the first American 

female correspondent to die in combat.

The Iron Mike and Dickey Chapelle 

awards would be presented at the MCL 

National Convention Grand Banquet for 

many years. It was only recently when 

the Modern Day Marine Expo, first held 

in 1981 in conjunction with the National 

Convention, was no longer co-located with 

the National Convention, that these two 

awards would be presented at the Modern 

The 2024 Iron Mike and Dickey Chapelle awards.

By Tom Mueller, past MCL National 
Director of Events and Veterans Service

The History and Lineage 
of the Iron Mike and 
Dickey Chapelle Awards
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Year Confirmed Iron Mike 
Recipient(s)

Possible Iron Mike 
Recipient(s)

Confirmed Dickey 
Chapelle Recipient(s)

Possible Dickey 
Chapelle Recipient(s)

1967 Bob Hope, Lee Marvin, John 
Russell, and Larry Burroughs

Martha Raye

1968 Howard K. Smith Lucy “Lucy Baby” Caldwell

1969 Col. Barry Zorthian, USMC Marjorie Merriweather Post

1970 H. Ross Perot Verona Denvey

1971 John Wayne Esther Clark

1972 Donald E. Johnson Betty Donovan Rentrop

1973 Sec. of the Navy John Warner Eleanor Washington Spicer

1974 Gen. Lewis W. Walt, 
USMC, (Ret.)

Claudia “Lady Bird” Johnson

1975 Gen. Louis H. Wilson, USMC Nguyen “Gwen” Thi Kang

1976 Ed McMahon ?

1977 Capt. Charles J. 
Covert, USN (Ret.)

?

1978 Sen. Dewey F. Bartlett Sister Maria Veronica

1979 Rep. Bob Wilson Mary Lou Kieswetter

1980 Ambassador Kenneth 
D. Taylor

Phyllis Stensgaard and 
Carole Darlington

1981 James Brady, Thomas 
Delahanty, and 
Timothy McCarthy

Lori Cox

1982 ? Philip I. Burman ? Kate Smith

1983 ? Sen. Zell Miller ? Jeane J. Kirkpatrick

1984 ? Congressman C.W. 
“Bill” Young

? Sally Ride

1985 ? Gen Raymond G. 
Davis, USMC (Ret)

? Col. Hazel E. Benn, 
USMC (Ret.)

1986 Donald T. Regan ?

1987 Sec. of the Navy 
James H. Webb, Jr.

Rear Adm. “Amazing” 
Grace Hopper, USN (Ret.)

1988 Rep. John P. Murtha Rep. Beverly B. Byron

1989 Rep. David O’Brien Martin ?

1990 ? Maj. Robin Higgins, USMC

1991 Gen. Alfed M. Gray, 
Jr, USMC (Ret)

Yvette Sommers

Day Marine Grand Banquet, now called the 
Grand Gala. The awards themselves would 
change over time, as would the names and 
contributions of the recipients on behalf of 
the Marine Corps, but the significance and 
purpose of the awards remains constant.

Many hours were dedicated to scouring 
MCL historical publications and documents 
to compile an accurate list of recipients for 
the Iron Mike and Dickey Chapelle awards. 

However, a few questions remain. It is 
possible that in some years an award was 
not presented. Unfortunately, the available 
archives did not always report the informa-
tion needed to provide a definitive lineage. 
Sadly, for some years, there was no men-
tion of the awards at all. Here is where the 
National team needs your help. If you have 
a document such as a magazine, awards 
program, or picture that can confirm the 

recipient of an award for a year, or confirm 
the year where a possible recipient has been 
identified, or know someone who witnessed 
an award presentation with a “?” below, 
please contact Rob Brooks (rbrooks@
mcleague.org) or Bob Borka (bborka@
mcleague.org). Your help producing this 
lineage is important and will help preserve 
the traditions and promote the interests of 
the Marine Corps and the MCL. Semper Fi!
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1992 Sen. Steve Simms Barbara Spyridon Pope

1993 ? Bettie Cooper

1994 Maj. Gen. Walter 
Churchill, USMC (Ret.)

Linda Mundy

1995 Rep. Gerald “Jerry” Solomon Elaine Rogers

1996 Rep. Ike Skelton Carmella LaSpada 
and Lois Braymes

1997 Sen. Dirk Kempthorne Susan Braaten

1998 Sen. Conrad Burns Zandra Meyers Krulak

1999 Sen. Charles S. Robb Stephanie Bates

2000 ? ? Katie K. Dixon

2001 ? ? Clara J. Miller

2002 Alfred Lerner Diane J. Jones

2003 Sen. John Warner Rita McMichael

2004 ? Rep. Jerry Lewis Karen Guenther

2005 ? Carol Sefton

2006 Col. Harvey “Barney” 
Barnum, USMC (Ret.)

2007 Gen Peter Pace, USMC (Ret.)

2008 Arnold Fisher

2009 Maj. Gen. Don Gardner, 
USMC (Ret.)

2010 Lt. Gen. Ron Christmas, 
USMC (Ret.)

Debra Dunham

2011 Maj Paul Hastings, 
USMC (Ret.)

Bonnie Carroll

2012 ? Sgt. Maj. Carlton 
Kent, USMC (Ret.)

? Sen. Kay Hagan

2013 Lt. Col. Tim Maxwell, 
USMC (Ret.)

Shannon Maxwell

2014 Rep. Howard Philip 
“Buck” McKeon

Cathy Lanier

2015 Rep. Mac Thornberry Debbie Paxton, RN

2016 Rep. Rob Wittman Dr. Betty Moseley 
Brown, Ed.D.

2017 Robert Simmons Rep. Susan Davis

2018 Sen. Thomas Tillis Rep. Niki Tsongas

2019 Sen. C. Patrick Roberts Ellyn Dunford

2020 Sen. James Inhofe Sen. Mazie K. Hirono

2021 No recipient/
COVID pandemic

No recipient/
COVID pandemic

2022 Sen. Jack Reed Sen. Tammy Duckworth

2023 Col. Nicole Mann, USMC Elizabeth King

2024 Rep. Seth Moulton Maj. Jacqueline 
Barnum, USMC

Year Confirmed Iron Mike 
Recipient(s)

Possible Iron Mike 
Recipient(s)

Confirmed Dickey 
Chapelle Recipient(s)

Possible Dickey 
Chapelle Recipient(s)
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Awarded in memory of Gen. John A. Lejeune, U.S. 
Marine Corps, Ret., thirteenth commandant of the Marine 
Corps, for the best paper on a military topic.

The 2024 Marine Corps Command and Staff 
College student recipient of the award for 
his paper, titled Departing from the Myth: 

A Cross-Analysis of Galula’s Counterinsurgency 
Principles in the Algerian War, is Cmdr. Marco Antonio 
Nepomuceno from the Brazilian Navy. 

Cmdr. Nepomuceno was presented the award by the 
National Executive Director/COO of the Marine Corps 
League, Bob Borka at the Marine Corps University 
Command and Staff College Awards Ceremony, Marine 
Corps Base Quantico, on 3 June 2024. 

With the author’s permission, we have included the 
paper’s preface and the executive summary of his very 
insightful work.  Semper Fi!

The Lt.
Gen. John 
A. Lejeune 
Award

Marine Corps League National Executive Director/COO Bob Borka presents the Lt. Gen. John A. Lejeune Award to Cmdr. Marco Antonio Nepomu-
ceno at the Marine Corps Command and Staff College Awards Ceremony.
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Cmdr. Nepomuceno with the Lt. Gen. John A. Lejeune Award.
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During a significant part of my career, I had the oppor-
tunity to witness, discuss, and learn the causes and effects 
of the rise of insurgencies in weak states. As a second 
lieutenant, I was deployed to Haiti, where I could see 
the malign effects of the rise of rebel groups in a failed 
state. Later, as I held the position of Military Advisor at 
the Inter-American Defense Board in Washington D.C., I 
discussed and learned how the rise of insurgencies and 
transnational crime in weak states of Latin America can 
undermine hemispheric security. After ending this tour, 
I worked in the humanitarian operation Acolhida at the 
Brazilian border with Venezuela, where I witnessed how 
an authoritarian regime destroyed the national economy 
and fostered a humanitarian crisis. Finally, as a student 
at the Brazilian Naval War College and Marine Corps 
University, I learned how insurgencies in weak states 
of Latin America, the Caribbean, Africa, the Middle 
East, and Asia, threaten international trade and create 
regional instability, as well as how a government col-
lapse may lead to the rise of insurgencies and civil war. 

Counterinsurgency is arguably one of the most com-
plex types of military operations, and history and world 
geopolitics suggest that its return to prominence in 
warfare will likely happen in the future. Thus, the military 
and academia in countries such as the United States and 
Brazil should not postpone the development of more 
effective counterinsurgency doctrine. In this context, 
this study aims to support the creation of compre-
hensive solutions by validating the principles of David 
Galula’s theory in his case study – the Algerian War. 

Through a cross-analysis of the application of coun-
terinsurgency principles at the tactical and operational 

levels in the Algerian War, this research assesses gaps 

in Galula’s claims and the inefficacy of his principles in 

obtaining a decisive victory. In conjunction with further 

studies of counterinsurgency, our recommendations 

and conclusions may help to develop better solutions.

THESIS Galula’s experience in Djebel Aïssa Mimoun 

and the French campaign in Algeria failed to vali-

date the eight principles of counterinsurgency.

DISCUSSION David Galula dedicated a significant part 

of his career to the observation of insurgencies, which 

enabled his conception of ways to conduct counterin-

surgency operations. In 1956, he assumed command of a 

company in the sub-district of Djebel Aïssa Mimoun in the 

context of the Algerian War. He later became an associate 

at Harvard University, where he devised an eight-step 

population-centric counterinsurgency theory. To validate 

it, he claimed that he won the battle for hearts and minds 

in his sub-district through the successful application of 

his eight principles. However, the French failed to obtain 

popular support in the Algerian War and the security 

situation in Djebel Aïssa Mimoun quickly regressed after 

Galula’s departure, thus contradicting his claims.

CONCLUSION This study shows that Galula completed 

the application of three principles in his sub-district, 

while the French campaign only applied two. Moreover, 

none produced long-term effects or decisively contrib-

uted to the counterinsurgent cause. It also concludes 

that the Algerian War suggests that Galula’s counter-

insurgency principles are overly simplistic, thus failing 

to address the complexity of COIN warfare. Finally, it 

recommends that future counterinsurgency opera-

tions must depart from Galula’s theory and focus.

By Cmdr. Marco Antonio Nepomuceno, Brazilian Navy

PREFACE AND EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF 

“Departing from the Myth: 
A Cross-Analysis of Galula’s 
Counterinsurgency Principles 
in the Algerian War”
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ROLL CALL
AROUND THE LEAGUE

The General AA Vandegrift Detachment. Comfort Cart at VAMC (22c.) Gun Show

The 5th Annual Charity Car, Truck & Bike 
Show hosted by Det. 1435 Pride and Purpose 
in August 2024 raised $2,000 to support local 
youth. Erin’s House for Grieving Children and 
Kate’s Kart each received $1,000.

Det. 1435 Pride and Purpose of Fort Wayne, IN raised $7,000 with their 6th Annual Charity Golf 
Tournament. All proceeds were split between two local veteran organizations, FW22 and Shep-
herd’s House, that assist veterans in need. FW22 was founded in 2014 by two area Marines to edu-
cate the public about, and help prevent, veteran suicide. Shepherd’s House was founded 26 years 
ago by a Marine and is a transitional living center for veterans suffering from alcoholi
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Join Roll Call! 
ALL MARINE CORPS LEAGUE MEMBERS MAY SUBMIT ROLL CALL ENTRIES 

SUBMISSION DIRECTIONS
You may submit photos with short captions in email to semperfi@chipot 
lepublishing.com. Photos must not be more than 20MB in size.

Captions—Photo captions should briefly describe the event and list 
persons present in the photo(s) along with detachment number and 
location. Captions should be no longer than 60 words. Please do not 
include information about persons not present in the photo(s).

Photos—We cannot use photos that are inserted into an email, PDF or MS 
Word document. Please make sure each photo is a separate file in the highest 
resolution possible (specific criteria are in the instructions on the upload site).

Permission – For photos of youth under age 18, please visit the MCL 
Library for the “Photo Permission Form” under Scouting for the Photo 
Release Form.
Sorry—There are no guarantees of publication. The most common rea-
sons for Roll Call rejection are: 1) the photo was blurry or too small in 
size, and 2) the uniforms in the photo did not meet regulations. 

If you have any questions about uniform regulations, please contact 
Jim Powell of the Uniform Committee at the National website: www.
mclnational.org.

NOTICE TO MARINE CORPS LEAGUE DETACHMENTS!
Please consider taking a group photo of your detachment’s mem-
bership. Department and division conferences are another way to 

capture some memories. We would love to include your photos in 
the Semper Fi magazine.

ROLL CALL
AROUND THE LEAGUE

Jr. Vice Commandant Randy Bjerke, from Mitch-
ell Redcloud Jr. Det. 1363, Black River Falls, WI 
presents a donation to Torre Willad, who leads 
the non-profit “Dog2 Dogtags” in Plymouth, WI. 
They train at-risk and donated dogs, and donate 
them to veterans battling PTSD. There is no 
cost for the dog or for continued training.

Sgt-at-Arms Robert Grassi, from Mitchell 
Redcloud  Jr. Det. 1363, Black River Falls, WI 
attended the dedication ceremony of the mon-
ument for Marines from the C-130 community 
who died in combat and training exercises. It’s 
located in Semper Fidelis Memorial Park sur-
rounding the National Museum of the Marine 
Corps in Quantico, VA.

Marine Corps League Det. 1057 Sergeant-at-
Arms and retired Marine Corps Gunnery Sgt. 
Joel Carrillo reports for mess duty for the 
monthly pancake breakfast fundraiser hosted 
by the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1508 in 
Wildomar, CA. The members of MCL and VFW 
have a close working relationship  and serve 
together as a shining example of leadership 
within the local community.
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ALABAMA

DENNIS J. ANTICO

DEANNA BRIDGELAND

JEFFERY L. BROOKS

J. GARY COOPER

JAMES H. GOODWIN

DANIEL D. GORDON

DON J. MOSAKOWSKI

JAMES O. NEWELL

HENRY R. WEITZ

ARIZONA

BILL ARCHER

ROGER BARNES

PHILLIP C. CARPER

JUANITA J. DEMPSEY

ANTHONYAZ 

ROY M. GREEN

WILLIAM P. HARNACK

JAMES HARTES

DONALD N. JACKLEY

SOLON H. MOBLEY

MILROY MORRISON

JOHN RINNE

DONALD G. SWIFT

RICHARD J. SZOKE

PAUL J. TULLENERS

GEORGE E. WILLIAMS

ARKANSAS

RICHARD B. BERG

VICTOR HART

HERSHEL R. HOWARD

WALTER MORTON

CALIFORNIA

NORMAN W. ANDERSON

VIRGIL E. BRIGHT

JOHNNY BRYANT

PHIL W. CLARK

EDWARD G. COYNE

FRANK M. DEAN

DONALD H. DOTY

JAMES C. FAUGHNAN

DAVID E. MAY

FRANK MORALES

RICHARD E. MOSER

JAMES F. O’NEILL

JERRY P. ROY

ROBERT H. SELOVER

ROBERT C. STAHL

RICHARD L. SVEE

HOWARD H. TSUCHIYA

LUIS URGILES

CLAUDIA URGILES

ASHLEY K. YOUNG

COLORADO

DENNIS A. ANDERSON

ROBERT A. ANTOSIK

WILLIAM F. BAKER JR.

BETTY BROWN

DON E. COBERLEY

ALFRED E. DALE

ARTHUR W. EVANS

SHARON M. GOSZTOLA

RICHARD HANLON

JOSEPH J. LOPEZ

CHARLES M. LOPRESTO

REY MARTINEZ

C. H. RANDALL

ELMER RASMUSSEN

KATHERINE RAVITHIS

ROLAND L. REEVES

ARDEN RIVERS

GILBERT O. RUSSELL JR.

ROBERT L. SAMSON

CHARLES W. SCHMIDT

HAROLD SCHUSTER

CHARLES J. SHIELDS

PATRICIA THOMPSON

CARL L. WILHITE

CHARLES M. WINNICKI

WARREN W. WOLF

CONNECTICUT

JOHN CELLO

JEROME R. GOLDBERG

WILLIAM HESSE

RAYMOND MIK

WILLIAM F. PAVIA

LAWRENCE RONDEAU

GEORGE E. SMILES

EDWIN WOLKOWICZ

DELAWARE

ALFRED J. SCHIFF

FLORIDA

FRED ASHBY

ALLAN E. BARRINGTON

HENRY W. BROWNELL

VICTOR W. CHARTRAND

WILLIAM M. COOK

WILLIAM D. CRONIN

JOHN B. CURCIO

JOSEPH F. GORDON

JACK H. GULLEY

JOHN L. HAYNES

RICHARD D. HERBERT

RICHARD G. HETTICH

BRADLEY G. JOHNSON

GLORIA S. KIRK

DONALD A. KNODLE

LESLIE W. LARKIN

HAROLD LOEWY

JOSEPH R. MARTINO

JOSEPH G. MASON

CHARLES J. MULINARI

DENNIS A. PALMER

JOHN F. PISESKI

ROBERT R. ROGERS

WALTER P. SMOLKA

WILLIAM F. THOMPSON

FRANKLIN E. THORNTON

LAWRENCE E. TILLER

DONALD R. WESTLAKE

EVERETT WHIPPLE

CHARLES ZAKIAN

SAMUEL F. ZAKIAN

GEORGIA

JOHN F. BURKART

WILLIAM W. DANIELS JR.

ROBERT M. DONALDSON

KENNETH L. GERDES SR.

JAMES H. GUELICH

JIMMIE L. HAMMONTREE

JOHNNY HIRAM HARRIS

THOMAS W. HOLLAND

BARRY W. JONES

GARY D. LINDSEY

JOHN M. MCGILVRAY

GUY MITCHELL

GERALD W. SMITH

PAULA STODDARD

GILBERT O. STOKES

WALTER J. TAYLOR

JOHN L. TEUTSCH

HAWAII

DONALD ATEN

LEONARD W. HO 

IDAHO

DARRELL S. BRANGHAM

DONALD K. BUCHHOLZ

ROBERT B. FINNEY

LARRY B. HUNT

ROY D. KEY JR.

DAVID L. KLEINFELDT

MICHAEL J. KOSTUR JR.

MAHIE MCFERGY

PAULA OLIVER

GARY L. SULLIVAN

JAMES D. VAN OSDOL

WILLIAM R. WALTERS

RICHARD WILLIAMS

ILLINOIS

JAMES A. BROWN

FRANCIS J. CAISE

JOE FLECK

CHARLES R. GRAHAM

GENE R. HAHN

RAY HUGHES

LAWRENCE B. KILFOY

MICHAEL W. MALMSTROM

MICHAEL W. MARSH

TIMOTHY L. MARTIN

HARRY W. MASON

HOWARD R. NORBERG

CONRAD J. PAWLOWSKI

ROBERT J. STACHYRA

ROBERT E. STURLINI

MURIEL F. UNDERWOOD

ANDREW VOLLMER

JESS P. ZUNO

INDIANA

ROY F. ALLISON

CLIFF BENNETT

NICHOLAS T. BUBALO

JOHN BURKE

RONALD K. DILL

REX EARLY

OLAV J. ESPENES

STEVE FANSLER

CARL L. GOFF

FRANK GRANTZ

DAVID L. HANSELL

MONROE K. HEGLIN

CONRAD HESLIN

GEORGE W. HOOKER

LOUIS J. JAMES

HAROLD L. JOHNS

VICKI J. KLOTH

LARRY MARTIN

ROBERT L. MITCHELL SR.

WILLIAM T. REVIS

HARRY E. SNIDER

ROBERT L. SPAULDING

JACK SPILLMAN

RONALD E. THOMAS

STEPHEN E. TODD

JAMES D. VOELKER

ARTHUR E. WARD

ROBERT L. WILSON

IOWA

GERALD J. HOSS

REUNIONS TAPS
Marine Barracks Hawaii 
Association Reunion
Date: 10–13 Oct 2024
Location: Nashville, TN
Notes: Marines stationed 
at Marine Barracks Hawaii 
to include the band and 
the brig personnel
Contact: Mike Mazzone, 808-
864-7428, mike@sgcchawaii.
com or Wayne Getz, 
wagetz@hotmail.com 
Info: www.facebook.com/
groups/144789992216455/
events

Whiskey Battery, 
2nd Bn, 12th 
Marines, 3rd Marine 
Division (Vietnam 
1966-1969) Reunion 
and Marine Corps Ball 
Date: 11–17 Nov 2024
Location: Las Vegas, Nevada
Contact: ortizwood@yahoo.
com, (949) 874-3636

Hotel Company, 
2nd Battalion, 
7th Marines Vietnam 
Veterans (1965-1971) 
Date: 29 May–01 Jun 2025
Location: Embassy Suites 
by Hilton in Downtown 
Des Moines, IA 50309
Contact: Jerry Moorehead, (515) 
999-2690, gamoorehead@
msn.com
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MERLE KOEDAM

JERRY L. MEEK

LARRY D. ROSE

KANSAS

CHARLES R. GADBERRY

LYLE J. GRIFFIN

ROY HERRMAN

KENTUCKY

FLOYD COLEMAN

THOMAS M. COOPER

WILLIAM R. GAY

CLAIR A. HUNTER

GEORGE R. SOTSKY

JAMES R. VANCE

LOUISIANA

VERNE W. ANDERSON

ROLAND J. BELANGER

SHIRLEY J. BUCHANAN

JOSEPH CHAISSON

TERRY A. CHAISSON

JAMES H. ELLIS

SAM M. FOSTER

DERRELL J. HEBERT

PETE E. JONES

LARRY P. NORMAND

ANTHONY J. RODRIGUE

PAUL D. SCHEPPF

GUY N. SEWARD

LEON THIBODEAUX

ROBERT THIELER

MAINE

ARNOLD J. DORE

JOSEPH VENO

PERRY A. WALTZ

MARYLAND

EDWIN E. BELL

FRED H. BOHN

ROBERT H. BRANER

ALBERT M. CRALL

WILLIAM P. DAVIS

GEORGE F. DIETSCH

GERALD W. DUCKWORTH

WILLIAM E. ELLWOOD

GERARD P. FAY

LOUIS F. JONES JR.

JOSEPH J. KELLY

WILLIAM T. KNOX

ARTHUR J. MANNING JR.

HUGH H. MILLS

CARL D. PEDERSEN

BILLIE J. REDMOND

JOHN E. RENZO

LOUIS J. SCHOTT

PAUL A. SHOOK

GEORGE C. WACHTER

MASSACHUSETTS

CARL R. BRIGGS

WILLIAM L. CONLIN JR.

GERALD J. DUCHARME

WILLIAM J. FLAHERTY

RICHARD GAMACHE

RICHARD A. GREENE

ROBERT L. HERTZ

MALCOM A. HILL

NORMAND L. LAVALLEE

EDWARD W. LEE

LOWELL L. LLOVERAS

PAUL G. MANNA

NORMAN J. MENDOZA

WILLIAM F. MURPHY

RONALD V. NASSON

DENNIS A. PELLETIER

JOHN S. RUTOVICH

JACK V. RYAN

JOHN M. SCHARFF III

MICHIGAN

DAVID W. BOMERS

JAMES R. BORLASE

EDWARD HAMILTON 
CALHOUN

GARY A. CRAWFORD

THOMAS M. DARCY

STANLEY H. DARLING

PAUL DINKINS

WILLIAM T. DOWHAN

RONALD L. ELDER

CHARLES J. ELERT

ALEX HERD

ANTHONY C. JABLONOWSKI

EUGENE R. JASMAN

MARY ANN KINGSLAND

JOSEPH J. MCDERMOTT

RICHARD M. MESSLER

RICHARD D. MILES

JOSEPH F. NERONE

GAYLE L. ROBINSON

TOMAS SANTOS

FRANK SUCHARSKI JR.

KENNETH WEST

RONALD J. WEST

MINNESOTA

JAMES A. BAKER

KEITH W. HANSEN

RANDY K. HODGMAN

RICHARD J. JOHNSON

RODNEY B. LOWE

RONALD A. NUEHRING

DAVID M. PEIK

ROBERT J. RINGSTROM

DENNIS D. SCHNELL

MISSISSIPPI

HOMER C. BIRDSONG JR.

MARION J. CARMICHAEL

GEORGE A. EVANS

ERNEST M. GIPSON

ARTHUR F. KERSH

MITCH LIVINGSTON

JERRY K. NELSON

RONALD W. PENNINGTON

ROBERT J. PERNA

CHESTER A. PICKARD JR.

SANFORD I. RYALS

REED WHIPPLE

MISSOURI

DONALD E. AMSINGER

ROBERT A. BADER

HARLAN BAUBLIT

MICHAEL D. BLANKENSHIP

HERBERT HERMAN BRUNE

ANDREW L. CUTLER

LARRY C. DECKER

DORMAN FRAZIER

JAMES R. GENSLER

RICHARD H. HAMILTON

MICHAEL H. HILL

THOMAS F. KEATING

FRANK J. KEKEISEN

GEORGE M. KLENK

ALLAN G. MUELLER

ROBERT C. REED

WALTER C. RIDENHOUR

KARL L. ROEDEL

JAMES RUSSELL

STANLEY W. SCOTT

JAMES K. SHORT

TERRY L. STRAHAN

JOE P. TOWSLEY

TODD WAELTERMAN

CRAIG S. ZERFACE

MONTANA

HENRY J. PIEPER

WILLIAM A. SCHREIBER

JAMES J. WHITLOCK

JERRY MCCORTNEY

DONALD G. TOBIN

RONALD J. BLANCHETTE

JOHN BOGDANOWICZ

ARTHUR SACRAMONE

GERRY B. TANGUAY

NEW JERSEY

ALFRED M. BANCROFT

FRANCIS E. BEACH

MICHAEL C. CSEREMSAK

JIM DONECHIE JR.

ROBERT G. DUSHANEK

MICHAEL FARANO

WILLIAM J. FYAN

FRANK J. GIGLIOTTI

WILLIAM R. GUNNING JR.

ROBERT L. HAYDEN

CONSTANCE M. HENRY

JOSEPH L. HERNANDEZ

JAMES H. HOWLETT

LLOYD JORDAN

DAVE V. KINDER

RAYMOND E. KONOPKA

EUGENE E. KRESGE

JAMES V. LETA

WILLIAM B. MCBRIDE

ROBERT J. MCMONEGAL

JAMES F. MOLLOY

RONALD A. PERISE

JOAN A. PIANKA

ROBERT POPILOCK

WILLIAM SIMON

VICTOR F. SOLIS

CARMEN A. STAINO

DONALD R. WILLIAMS

FRANKLIN A. ZAHN

NEW MEXICO

DAVID DAY

EARL DIGGS

HAROLD E. LOCKWOOD

PASCUAL S. LOPEZ

NEW YORK

EDWARD J. BRZOZOWSKI

RICHARD BUTTON

EMANUEL R. CAPOGNA

FRANK R. CASEY

ANTHONY J. CERONE

FRANCIS R. CLEVELAND

ROBERT J. CREIFELDS

JOHN G. DALY JR.

MAGGIE DAVIS

FRANK V. DESETA

HARRY J. EDWARDS SR.

PETER H. FABREGAS

JOSEPH FITZGERALD

RODNEY GALBRAITH

MICHAEL A. GAMMA

JOSEPH A. GERMANI

JOSEPH J. GLOVACK

PAUL HASTINGS

A. J. KALIL

ANDREW F. LANZA

RONALD L. MCADAMS

ROBERT J. MCCORMICK

DAVID L. MCLANE

HARVEY W. MOSES

RALPH NALBONE

LANCE N. OLIVER

ERNEST PANNASCH

GEORGE PASIUK

ANTHONY C. PHILLIPS

MORTON H. POMERANTZ

ARTHUR SADOWSKI

RALPH SAVASTANO

ROBERT C. SCHWINDLER

JOHN F. SLASKI

JOHN G. SWARTZENBERG

FRANK TERRITO

NICHOLAS H. THISSE

JOHN T. VIGIANO

DOUGLAS B. WILSON

JOHN A. WINESKI JR.

NORTH CAROLINA
MARY ANDERSON

GERALD KING BEBBER

JOHN B. BOWMAN

RONALD T. CARPENTER

GEORGINA E. CLONTZ

BILLY O. COCHRAN

HAL E. DES CHAMPS

DEBORAH B. FERERRO

JOHN P. GOLDEN

NATHANIEL J. GRIFFIN JR.

JIM HALE

J. BROOKS HARRIS

VICTOR HORNE

JAMES P. HUGHES

WESLEY D. MCKELVEY

MALLORY W. MORRISON

KIM A. MYERS

RAYMOND A. O’NEILL

MICHAEL H. PYLE

FRANCIS J. SINCOX JR.

JAMES R. SPEECE

JOSEPH C. STORY

ROBERT W. THOMAS

JAMES R. WALTERS

R. STEVE WINSETT
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OHIO

EDWIN E. APGAR

JOSEPH J. BIEL

JAMES J. CATALANO

JOHN H. CONLEY

WILLIAM D. CONRAD

JOSEPH H. DICKEY JR.

ROBERT J. DIXON

THOMAS J. FELLERS

TIMOTHY M. GAY

GLENN A. GIERMAN

GEORGE W. HANEY

EDWARD C. HARMON

JOHN R. HATFIELD

STEPHEN HILL

DAVID M. HORVATH

EDMUND A. HUGHES JR.

EDWARD G. LEVISEUR

DENNIS M. MCCARTHY

DONALD L. MEENACH

RICHARD L. MILLER

BRIAN MORNINGSTAR

JOHN W. PAYTON

MELVIN L. SCHLABACH

HARVEY L. SEITZ

ERIC SOEDER

ROBERT F. TEPE

RODNEY D. TOMBLIN

MICHAEL E. TROY

THOMAS J. ZMECEK

OKLAHOMA

JERRELL D. BOGGAN

TONY B. BOOTH

HARRY J. DELL

EMMETT L. HANEY

RALPH A. SIGLER SR.

RICHARD W. WALKER

OREGON

CHARLES C. BURKS

ANNE M. EVANS

THOMAS J. LEWANDOWSKI

GENE P. MONTALBANO

BARBARA A. MURPHY

ROBERT B. WELSHONS

PENNSYLVANIA

B. RICK BARZEN

CLIFFORD W. BENNER

CHARLES H. BICKERT

GEORGE E. BITNER

ROBERT A. BLACK

MELVIN BLAUSER, JR.

EDWARD J. BLISS

RONALD E. BORCHERT

ALBERT W. BRAND

JOHN BROCHETTI

JOSEPH V. CANDELORA

ROBERT J. CARROLL

SIMON W. CEPRISH

DONALD M. CHAMBERLIN

PHILIP CHIODO JR.

KEVIN J. COKER

PAUL R. COLLIER

GEORGE F. DANIEL

RICHARD J. DARRIN

ANDREW J. DECUSATI

MAUREEN A. DELONG

RODERICK DEPEPPE

DOMINIC D. DIFRANCESCO

JOSEPH F. DOHERTY

PHILLIP E. DORMAN

ARTHUR J. DREXLER

WILLIAM C. EBERT

THOMAS F. EDGREEN

OTTO EHRSAM JR.

DAVID W. EMERICK

JAMES A. FAWCETT

JOSEPH FERRO

ROBERT FLANAGAN

ALTON FOGLE

JOHN H. FORREST

DONALD R. FOSBRINK

DALE L. GOD

MERLE L. GREENE

CLARENCE M. GREGORY

MEL O. HANSEN

DAVID W. HARTUNG

EDWARD A. HEIMBACH

JOHN E. HINCKLEY

JAMES R. HOCKENBERGER

ROBERT J. HONTZ

RICHARD T. HOOD

WAYNE W. HORST

JAMES R. HOUGH

ROBERT F. IWANCZEWSKI

JEFFREY JOHNSON

JAMES W. JOHNSON

JOHN J. KACHMAR

ROBERT H. KLEIN

THOMAS KLINE

MICHAEL KOMNATH

JOSEPH E. KOPACKO

RALPH I. KREIDER

VICTOR J. LABUTKA

JOHN E. LANDMESSER

FRED S. LEIGHTON

THEODORE E. LEININGER

RENALDO LUCCHETTI

PAUL J. MADDEN

DENNIS E. MAINS

FRANK A. MALACHESKI

DAVIS L. MALLEIN

EMIL M. MARGINE

ROBERT MARIN

RALPH S. MARINELLI

WILLIAM G. MCBRIDE

SAMUEL V. MESSINA

JOHN NOEL JR.

PAUL B. NUNEMAKER SR.

PAUL R. O’NEILL

PETER J. OSMOLIA JR.

SANDRA L. PARRENO

WILLIAM J. PASONICK

LONNY PETERMAN

RODRICK S. PONTIUS

PATRICK G. PROUD

JOHN H. RAUP

JOHN W. REPPERT

RICHARD M. RICHART

JOHN M. SAVILLE

STANLEY W. SCHAFFER JR.

DOUGLASS R. STIFFLER

JOHN C. STORMER

ALBERT L. STROHM

GERALD E. THOMPSON

ALBERT J. TIEGS

ANTHONY TOTER

ALVIN L. TOWNER

RALPH J. TRENTALANGE

RONALD J. TRINDAL

BARBARA J. VANNER

JOHN WALSH

HOWARD K. WEBER

MERVIN D. WEIKERT

MICHAEL WEINSTEIN

RICHARD WELKER

JOHN M. YENCHA

SOUTH CAROLINA
ODIA DAVIS
THOMAS J. DILLON
ROBERT E. DOBBINS
PAMELA G. DOWD
VIRGIL C. JOHNSTON
LAWRENCE R. JONES
RICHARD KEATING
RONNIE KOSS
ROBERT H. KRAUSE
GEORGE E. LENHART
JACKIE T. LYLES
DAVID MILNE

STANLEY MOORE
DAVID W. MORRIS
DAVID H. NELSON
DONALD R. PRESTON
JIMMIE SURRETTE
JEROME F. VANN
LETTY L. WHITEHEAD

SOUTH DAKOTA
LES CALVERT
DARWIN CLYDE
DAVID C. NORDLUND
CARL WARVAROVSKY

TENNESSEE
JOHN M. BOSKI
JAMES B. HATLEY
GLENN D. JONES
GEORGE R. KERR
JAMES C. KING
WILLIAM P. MULLALY
JAMES W. PAYNE
DONALD RACKLEY
R. CARY STEWART
VERNON W. TASSEY
WALTER W. TAYLOR
THOMASSO A. VENTIMIGLIA
BOBBY J. WARD

TEXAS
JAMES L. ACKER
WILLIAM J. BAIRD
ANTHONY L. BYRNES
CASEY CHANCELLOR
JOHN E. DRAKE
THOMAS EARLY
ROBERT B. GILL
GENE C. GOODWIN
HOWARD HARRIS
RICHARD L. JOHNSON
MICHAEL LENOX
GEORGE M. MYERS
TERESA K. RAY
PAUL R. RENFRO
ALVIN E. STEIFER
ROBERT L. TOWERY
ALLAN E. WOOD
MATTHEW ZEIMYS

VERMONT
JOSEPH D. MAIETTA
BURTON A. REYNOLDS
CHARLES G. ROGERS
NORMAN E. YORK

VIRGINIA
JAMES H. BRENT
RICHARD A. CHAMBERLAIN
DENNIS CHAMBERS
FINCH W. DUFFY
CHARLES D. DUNFORD

WILLIAM N. HARTLEY
DONALD W. LAFOSSE
SCOTT H. PIPENHAGEN
WAYNE A. ROBISON SR.
CLARENCE D. SHORT
BRADY SISK
FRANK F. SPALDING
RUTH B. WHITT
WILLIAM L. ZLATER

WASHINGTON
KENNETH E. ALLEN
ANDREW G. ANDERSON
BRUCE A. BARTON
MORRIS E. CLARK
VICTOR CUELLAR
MERLE C. EGLET
MICHAEL F. O’FLAHERTY
MICHAEL J. PARKER
KARL ROSBACH
CHRISTOPHER A. SKINNER
RICHARD E. TOEPFER
PAUL W. TOWN
WILLIAM M. VORIS
RICHARD I. WATSON
JACK G. WILLIAMS
ROY D. WILSON

WEST VIRGINIA
ROLAND L. BOLYARD
HOMER R. HUNTER
V. GAIL KERNS
ROBERT J. KLEIN
GARY W. MATLACK
LARRY C. MORRIS
CHARLES B. MULLIGAN
PAUL PLUMMER
SHELDON SHERIDAN
WILBERT S. SMITH
ANITA C. TACY
WISCONSIN
RICHARD P. COONEY
GORDON T. CZOSCHKE
WAYNE L. GABRREI
MARK A. HYLER
ANDREW J. JACOBSON
GARY JESKE
ANTHONY KOEHN
ROBERT M. NOWICKI
ROBERT PALLEN
WILLIAM J. SELWITSCHKA
MICHAEL JOHN TYLOCH

WYOMING
CHARLES E. EDWARDS
LARRY HASKELL
HAROLD A. MAGNESS
DANNY L. MOONEY

TAPS



2024 Tours  
5–11 Oct

MHT’s Civil War “North to Gettysburg”

12–25 Oct
U.S. Military & Civilian Women in Vietnam

20–27 Oct 
Birth of American Democracy 

“Boston – Yorktown”            

2–13 Dec
Vietnam: Delta to DMZ Post Tour: 6-11 Dec

Laos & Cambodia 

1–8 Dec
Pearl Harbor & WWII Sites 

2025 Tours
17–24 Mar

Victory in the Pacific & IJAA’s 80th 



Anniversary of Iwo Jima

4–13 Apr
Philippines – WWII in the PI

15–28 Apr
“Saigon to the DMZ” Vietnam War

21 Apr–4 May
Marine Corps League Tour of 
Vietnam “Saigon to the DMZ”

19–27 Apr
Turkey WWI Gallipoli Campaign

20–30 May
Special Turkey WWI Gallipoli Expedition

31 May–13 Jun
81st Anniversary of D-Day & 
Battle of the Bulge & Paris  

1–11 Aug
Guadalcanal 83rd Operation Watchtower

6–18 Aug
60th Anniversaries of I-Corps 

Vietnam Battlefields

6–19 Aug
“Vietnam Delta to the DMZ”

23 Aug–4 Sep
“D-Day to the Bulge” Normandy 

Invasion & Battle of the Bulge

5–18 Sep
Rise & Fall of the Third Reich: Munich-

Berlin-Nuremberg-Dresden-Prague

19–30 Sep
All England Tour “God Save the 
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It was October 1998 – the day I left for USMC 
boot camp -- one year later and after fin-
ishing my military occupational schooling 

and secondary training, I was given a medical 
discharge. I hadn’t gone overseas. I wasn’t perma-
nently assigned to a specific unit or duty station. I 
hadn’t been to war. The only identity assigned to 
me as a ‘Marine’ was the name; I felt lessor than 
the others.

For 17 years, I said I was a Marine, under my 
breath. I never, really, bragged about it because 
I didn’t feel equal to my peers. I was medically 
discharged before even having the time to serve. 
I would hear grand stories from others about 
their time while in – all I had was one year…

Some years later, I experienced a very hard 
day, my three-year-old son became an angel. It 
was a dark time for me; I was depressed; I was 
alone. This all changed with one phone call.

The phone rang, I answered – it was 
the commandant of the Marine Corps 
League detachment in Lincoln, NE. He 
spoke – I listened. I immediately told him, 
“I don’t wanna join a baseball team.”

He laughed. Then, he proceeded to tell me 
what the MCL was. Without any knowledge 
of who I was, this local MCL detachment paid 
the expense of my son’s funeral. Not only that, 
they also paid for the transportation of his 
remains from Nebraska to Texas, and provided 
additional assistance for the funeral services 
in Texas. But what really opened my eyes of 
the proverbial Marine Corps camaraderie 
was during the final internment services in 
Texas, this same person, this same Marine, 
the detachment commandant was there… 
by my side, all the way from Lincoln, NE.

What was I to do? How could I repay this 
debt? I joined Lincoln MCL detachment and 
immediately found a bond that I longed for, 
becoming engrossed in helping homeless 
veterans and bringing enhanced aware-

ness to the issue of veteran suicides.

The days have passed, and the years come 

and go. I have since moved to Mississippi and 

then to Louisiana, but my bond has remained 

strong with the MCL. I have stayed very active 

within this amazing organization and in doing 

so, I have allowed the MCL and its members to 

fill a hole I did not realize I had by giving me a 

chance to feel the same sense of service akin 

to my abbreviated time as a Marine, helping 

other Marines and other veterans. This also 

gave me the strength to say, “Yes, I am a Private 

First Class, and I am a Marine!” I have, since, 

been entrusted with leadership roles within my 

current detachment and department. And, so 

far, I do so beside other Marines who achieved 

much higher rank than I, because there is no 

rank within the MCL – we are all Marines.

I will forever be a diehard member of the MCL; 

I will do everything I can for this organization and 

my fellow members. To bring this full circle to 

the members of the detachment who showed 

me compassion and camaraderie, who showed 

me brotherhood and fellowship with a simple 

outreach effort of paying for my son’s funeral, I 

had the unfortunate opportunity to return the 

favor. A member of that Lincoln detachment had 

also lost a son. I had the honor of presenting that 

Marine with a similar outreach of financial sup-

port that they afforded me, so many years ago.

This simple action and return action showed, 

in prime form, that no matter your level of 

involvement within the MCL, you will touch 

a life. You will extend a hand of offering; and 

a hand will be offered back to you. It is this 

support of each other that truly embraces the 

Marine Corps motto – Semper Fidelis (Always 

Faithful); because we are! Semper Fi!

By William Cooley

Always Faithful, Forever Grateful

Giving a love offering from the MODD to a member who lost their son who is also one of the 
Marines who gave me my love offering when my own son passed.

Getting ready for the banquet at the National 
convention in Oklahoma.
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THE SEMPER FI STORE
(703) 207-9588  the-semper-fi-store.myshopify.com

C30- Certificate Frame
Double Matted Frame For MCL 
Certificates, Embossed w/MCL 
Logo 
$53.00

V1-5- Full 
Formal Vest
Full Back Formal 
Gold Vest
Med-XL $43.00, 
2XL-3XL $46.00

WAQT- Red 
Quilted Jacket
Red Satin Quilted 
Jacket w/ ‘U.S. 
MARINES’ Down Front
Small-XL $127.00, 2XL 
$139.00, 3XL $140.00, 
4XL-5XL $144.00

WALT- Red Lightweight Jacket
Red Satin Lightweight Jacket w/ ‘U.S. MARINES’ Down Front
M-XL $115.00, 2XL $126.00, 3XL $128.00, 4XL $131.00 

U40B- Ratchet Belt 
Black Leather Uniform 
Ratchet Belt w/ Gold 
Raised EGA on Buckle
$50.50

WA15A- USMC Patch 
Black
4in. Black USMC Patch
$5.00

WA15B- USMC Patch 
Blue
4in. Blue USMC Patch
$5.00

WA15C- USMC Patch 
Red
4in. Red USMC Patch
$5.00
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Sticker02- 
U.S. Marine 
Retired 
Sticker
Rectangular 
Indoor/Outdoor 
Sticker 

$1.50

Roses- Fundraising Roses
144ct Red Fundraising Roses w/ MCL Label 

$35.00

Patch06- Round  
10in. Patch
10in. MCL Logo Patch 
$25.00

WA12- Round  
4in. Patch
4in. MCL Logo Patch
$10.00

A23- 12in. MCL Decal
12in. MCL Logo round Vinyl Decal 
$8.00

Decal09- 3in. Vinyl MCL 
Sticker
3in. MCL Logo Sticker
$2.00

12Mag- 12in. Magnet 
12in. Round MCL Magnet

$15.00



THE SEMPER FI STORE

CHECK OR MONEY ORDER ENCLOSED

WE GLADLY ACCEPT

NAME 
AS IT APPEARS ON CREDIT CARD

CREDIT CARD #

EXPIRATION DATE  CVV NUMBER

SIGNATURE

SUBTOTAL

6.0% VA SALES TAX

HANDLING & POSTAGE

TOTAL

VIRGINIA RESIDENTS ONLY
AMOUNT OF ORDER.............................. CHARGE
UNDER $10 ......................................... $ .
$10.01-$25.00 ................................. $ .
$25.01-$35.00 ................................. $ .
$35.01-$50.00 ................................. $ .
$50.01-$65.00 ................................. $ .
$65.01-$85.00 ................................. $ .
$85.01-$100.00 ............................... $ .
$100.01-$200.00 ............................ $ .
$200.01 AND UP ............................... $ .

STANDARD SHIPPING: Shipping and handling 
charges for orders with Standard Shipping
are calculated using the SUBTOTAL of L the
order. Some very heavy ory oversized items 
may have a shipping surcharge which will be 
reflected in the item description.

HANDLING & POSTAGE

VISA MASTERCARD

DISCOVER AMERICAN EXPRESS

Code# Quantity Item Description Size  Total  Cost

Billing Address

Name

Street

City State Zip Code

Phone Number

Shipping Address

Name

Street

City State Zip Code

Email

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE NATIONAL HEADQUARTERSORPS LEAGUE NATIONAL HEADQU
3619 Jefferson Davis Highway, Ste 115 • Stafford, VA 22554 • (703) 207-9588i Hi h S 115 S ff d VA 22554

Price Each

ORDER FORM

Internal MCL         
Use Only

DATE

INITIAL



Sponsored by the

           
Proceeds Benefitting the

This year’s Tree Lighting Ceremony is being 
held at the National Museum of the Marine 

Corps in Memory and Honor of the late 

General Alfred M. Gray, Jr.
29th Commandant of the Marine Corps

Date and Time to be announced in the Fall 
issue of 

The Tree of Lights Program has been supporting 
the Youth Physical Fitness Program for over 
twenty years. Each year, Marine Corps League 
Detachments and Auxiliary Units as well as 
members of the greater Marine Corps family have 
the opportunity to sponsor lights in honor or 
memory of a friend or loved one or as a Year-end 
gift on the tree lit during the annual Tree Lighting 
Ceremony. Sponsors’ names are recorded on the 

displayed at the ceremony and on 
the U.S. Marines Youth Foundation website: 

For more information, please call (540) 426-8629.



Person or Organization sponsoring Light: 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: (Where receipt and Thank you Letter should be sent) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________ State: _____ Zip: _______ Phone: ______________ 

 IN HONOR OF: _____________________________________________________ 
(LIST NAME AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON SCROLL OF HONOR*) 

 IN MEMORY OF: __________________________________________________ 
(LIST NAME AS WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON THE SCROLL OF HONOR*) 

 YEAR-END GIFT to the UNITED STATES MARINES YOUTH FOUNDATION 
* Please, one name per light. 

 : _____ $500 Red Light 
     _____ $250 Gold Light 
     _____ $100 Blue Light 
     _____ $  50 Green Light 
     _____ $  25 White Light 
     _____ $  10 Clear Light 

If you would like an Acknowledgement Letter sent to the family of the person you 
are honoring, please let us know where and to whom you would like it sent. 

NAME: _________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________________ 

CITY: _________________________________ STATE: ______ ZIP CODE: _______________ 

Please make checks payable to: 

U.S. Marines Youth Foundation 
P.O. Box 284 

Quantico, VA 22134 

 
www.usmarinesyouthfoundation.org 
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
Full Name Member Number 

Street Address 
City State Zip 
Phone 
Email Address
Date of Birth / / Join Date ---/----/------ 
Membership Type - Regular ( ) Associate ( ) Dual ( ) 

 
Please indicate the amount enclosed: ------------------------- 

 
 

Member's Signature 
 

Upon completion, turn into your Detachment Paymaster with required payment. 
-------------------------------------------- 

For Members At Large (MAL), remit this form with check or money order In the 
amount of $30 to:Marine Corps League, National Headquarters 
P.O. Box 1990, Stafford, VA 22555-1990. 

 
 

 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP - MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 

 
Full Name   
Street Address    City   State   Zip   
Phone   Email Address      
Date of Birth   /  /   Date of Enlistment/Commissioning   /  /   Date of Discharge/Retirement/Separation   /  /   
Type of Application – New ( ) Membership Type - Regular ( ) Associate ( ) Dual ( ) 
Have you ever been convicted of a felony? ( ) YES ( ) NO If YES is checked, I agree to waive my rights under the Privacy Act and disclose the 
nature of the felony conviction for consideration of membership in the Marine Corps League. 

( ) I hereby apply for membership in the   Detachment, Marine Corps League and enclose $   
for one year’s membership.* 

-OR- 
(  ) I hereby apply for membership in the Marine Corps League as a Member-at-Large (MAL), and enclose $30 for one year’s membership.* 
*Includes free subscription to 
I hereby certify that I am currently serving or have served honorably in the United States Marine Corps, “ON ACTIVE DUTY,” for not less than ninety 
(90) days and earned the Eagle, Globe and Anchor;or have served or am currently serving in the United States Marine Corps Reserve and have earned 
no less than ninety (90) Reserve Retirement Credit Points; or that I have served or am currently serving as a U.S. Navy who has 
trained with Marine FMF Units in excess of ninety (90) days and earned the Marine Corps Device (clasp) or the Warfare Device worn on the Service 
Ribbon If discharged, I am in receipt of a DD Form  or a Certi cate of Discharge indicating “Honorable Service.” (“Honorable Service” will be 
de ned by the last DD Form 214 or Certi cate of Discharge that the applicant received.) General Discharge under Honorable Conditions is acceptable. 
By signature on this application, I hereby agree to provide proof of honorable service/discharge upon request. I hereby authorize the National 
Executive Director, Marine Corps League to obtain an un-redacted copy of my latest DD Form 214 from the Marine Corps custodian of O cial Military 
Personnel Files (OMPF), and/or veri cation of honorable service if deemed necessary to verify my eligibility for regular membership in the Marine Corps 
League. I understand the DD Form 214 may contain information such as military awards, training, and character of service. 

 
 
 

(Sponsor where applicable) Applicant’s Signature (see reverse side) 
Upon completion, turn into your Detachment sponsor with required payment. 
Applicants for MAL Membership, remit this form with check or money order In 
the amount of $30 to: Marine Corps League, National Headquarters 
P.O. Box 1990, Stafford, VA 22555-1990. 

© 2022 MARINE CORPS LEAGUE. INC.
For Official Marine Corps League use only.
All other use is prohibited.
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OATH OF MEMBERSHIP

“I,                                                                                                                   , In the Presence 
of Almighty God, do solemnly swear, that I will uphold and defend the Constitution 
and Laws of the United States of America and the Bylaws and Administrative Proce-
dures of the Marine Corps League. That I take this obligation willingly and in good 
faith and that I will follow the directions and guidance of elected and appointed 
Officers of the League. That I will participate and support the missions and activities 
of the Marine Corps League, and that I promise to govern my conduct in such a 
manner that I will never bring discredit upon myself, Members of the League, or the 
Marine Corps League, so help me God.”

Signature                                                                                                                                                      

Incorporated by an act of Congress in 1937, the Marine Corps League perpetuates the tradi-
tions and spirit of ALL Marines who proudly wear or who have worn the Eagle, Globe and 
Anchor of the Corps.

OATH OF MEMBERSHIP

“I,                                                                                                                   , In the Presence 
of Almighty God, do solemnly swear, that I will uphold and defend the Constitution 
and Laws of the United States of America and the Bylaws and Administrative Proce-
dures of the Marine Corps League. That I take this obligation willingly and in good 
faith and that I will follow the directions and guidance of elected and appointed 
Officers of the League. That I will participate and support the missions and activities 
of the Marine Corps League, and that I promise to govern my conduct in such a 
manner that I will never bring discredit upon myself, Members of the League, or the 
Marine Corps League, so help me God.”

Signature                                                                                                                                                      

Incorporated by an act of Congress in 1937, the Marine Corps League perpetuates the tradi-
tions and spirit of ALL Marines who proudly wear or who have worn the Eagle, Globe and 
Anchor of the Corps.



Mid-Winter National Conference Registration 
February 27th-March 1st, 2025 

Sheraton Pentagon City 
900 South Orme St, Arlington, VA 22204 

Phone: 703-521-1900 
Rate: $131.00 per night plus tax Parking fee: $10.00 

Pre-Registration: $10.00 Registration at the Conference: $12.00 
Program Ad Book Submission and Banquet prices are listed below.  

Deadline for Pre-registration and Program book Submissions is February 4, 2025 
Online registration is available at mcleaguelibrary.org/conference 

Please print the following information as you would like it to appear on your badge. 

Name: ______________________________________________ Name:  _____________________________________________ 
Title: ________________________________________________ Title: _______________________________________________ 
Dept & Det: __________________________________________ Dept & Det: _________________________________________ 

MODD Title: _________________________________________ MODD Title: _________________________________________ 
Pedigree & Tag #: _____________________________________ Pedigree & Tag #: ____________________________________ 
Pack & Pound: _______________________________________ Pack & Pound:  ______________________________________ 

MCLA Title: __________________________________________ MCLA Title: _________________________________________ 
Dept & Unit __________________________________________ Dept & Unit: ________________________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________________________ Phone: ________________________________________________ 
Email: _____________________________________________  Email: ________________________________________________ 

The Conference will have a program book created for all paid attendees. 
All Detachments/Departments/Pounds/Packs/ Units are encouraged to support the program book to help o set 
the cost of the Conference.  

 # _______ $ _______ 
Program Book     
Full Page @ $  
Half Page @ $     # _______ $ _______ 
Quarter Page @ $   # _______ $ _______ 

Banquet 

Business Card @ $   # _______ $ _______ 
Patron Listing @ $2      # _______ $ _______ 
Total    # _______ $ _______ 

Total Registrations           # ________________ $ ________________ 
Total Banquet          # ________________   $ ________________ 
Total Program Book Ads    # ________________   $ ________________ 

Grand Total Due     $ ________________________________   Check/MO  # ______________________ 
Please make all checks payable to Marine Corps League 

MCLeague.org under Conference



SAVE THE DATE

Modern Day Marine is not open to the public. All registrants must provide proof of identity with a Government issued

sponsor or their products or services.

WALTER E. WASHINGTON CONVENTION 
CENTER, WASHINGTON D.C.

APRIL 29 - MAY 1, 2025

moderndaymarine.com


