
Purple Pulpit Sunday 
Sunday, September 15, 2024 

As part of the Dorchester Goes Purple awareness campaign, we are asking the faith community to engage 

in Purple Pulpit Sunday.  The object for Purple Pulpit Sunday is have the community hear from a trusted 

source the message about the challenges created by addiction.  We know every church and organization 

will find ways to attack this differently but below are a few suggestions to consider.    

Ideas for Things you Can Do 

1. Special Altar Call for anyone with a personal connection to addiction

2. Pass out candles like you have for Christmas Eve or other Special Services and during the service

invite everyone to light them for anyone who has lost someone to addiction
3. Use your purple lent liturgical linens for the day

4. Have materials available about Dorchester Goes Purple &/or other treatment resources

in your church narthex/lobby with a special mention about them in your bulletin &

during announcements

5. Have your scripture readings, music, & sermon geared towards the topic in some way

6. We have rack cards for Dorchester Goes Purple – we can provide as many as you need

7. Information on how to support the purple cause during September

8. Provide information on addictions and treatment resources

9. You can request DGP committee members or others come to your congregation/activity

Possible Scripture Readings 
• Psalms Reading 9:18 - "But God will never forget the needy; the hope of the needy will never

parish"

• New Testament Reading 2  Corinthians 5:18-19  - "All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself

through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to

himself in Christ, not counting people's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message

of reconciliation."

• Gospel Matthew 9:35 - "Jesus went through all the towns & villages, teaching in their synagogues,

proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness."

Thank you for helping us support our neighbors wherever they may be on their recovery journey! Let us 

know if there is anything the DGP Committee can do to assist you. 

Have Your Congregation Wrap Its Arms Around Those Touched By Addiction!



What does the color purple represent in the Bible? 
 

The History of Purple 
 

Purple is a mixture of blue and red.  Blue is sometimes associated with the law or commandments of God and red 

is associated with war, blood, and judgment but the color purple has almost always been associated with 

royalty.  Purple is very important in the accessories in the ancient temples of Israel including the curtain of the 

tabernacle, the veil of the tabernacle, the ephod of the high priest, the girdle that the high priest wore, the 

breastplate of the high priest and even the hem of the priests robe.  Purple is even the color covering the brazen 

altar so we know from history, both biblical and secular history, that purple is the color most often associated 

with royalty, the rich, mystery and piety,  It was even worn by Roman magistrates.  And the imperial color worn 

by the rulers of the Byzantine Empire and the Holy Roman Empire was purple and even in Japan the color is 

associated with the color is traditionally associated with the Emperor and aristocracy. 

 

Purple References in the Bible 
 

Purple is mentioned fifty-three times in Scripture and so it must obviously play a prominent role in the 

Bible.  For example, the harlot “woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and jewels 

and pearls, holding in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the impurities of her sexual 

immorality” (Rev 17:4) and the city of abominations displayed purple throughout the city (Rev 18:12, 16) so 

purple doesn’t necessarily mean righteousness or royalty but we know that purple is also associated with the rich 

as in the story of Lazarus and the rich man where it mentions that he “was clothed in purple and fine linen and 

who feasted sumptuously every day” (Luke 16:19) as compared to the poor man Lazarus who was in rags.  Even 

in the antiquities of the Jews the kings of the world wore purple, including the “Assyrians, warriors clothed in 

purple, governors and commanders, all of them desirable young men, horsemen riding on horses” (Ezk 23:6b). 

 

The Color of Royalty 
 

The cost of the dye needed to make the color purple was exceedingly expensive and time consuming and so 

purple was only reserved for the rich or royalty as “purple garments worn by the kings of Midian” shows 

(Judges 8:26) so purple has almost always been the color of a dignitary, a rich person, and particularly a 

king.  The Roman’s must have known this too which explains why they mockingly put a purple robe on Jesus as 

they led Him out to be crucified (Mark 15:20) but the Jews must have also seen the irony in this, however the 

Roman’s probably didn’t know that Israel was commanded to “make the tabernacle with ten curtains of fine 

twined linen and blue and purple and scarlet yarns; you shall make them with cherubim skillfully worked into 

them” (Ex 26:1) and they are to “make a screen for the entrance of the tent, of blue and purple and scarlet yarns 

and fine twined linen, embroidered with needlework” (Ex 26:26).  Purple was so prevalent in the temple because 

God wanted Israel to recognize that the greatest royalty of all is God Himself.  The temple displayed purple in 

multiple places to remind them of the fact that God is the sovereign King over all the universe. 

 

Daniel’s Experience 
 

When Daniel was elevated to third in command or rank in the Kingdom of Babylon, King Belshazzar told Daniel 

after he interpreted a dream that “you shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around your neck 

and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom” (Dan 5:16) and so “Daniel was clothed with purple, a chain of gold 

was put around his neck, and a proclamation was made about him, that he should be the third ruler in the 

kingdom” (Dan 5:29) so purple is associated with the rich, with royalty, and with authority which is why 

Belshazzar clothed Daniel in purple.  The same thing happened to Mordecai when “Mordecai went out from the 

presence of the king in royal robes of blue and white, with a great golden crown and a robe of fine linen and 

purple, and the city of Susa shouted and rejoiced” (Esther 8:15). 

 


