The following was WAUR’s contribution to the 1971 Chronicle – an Annual report on the Royal Green Jackets activities.  

THE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN UNIVERSITY

REGIMENT

1971 saw the Western Australian University Regiment move into  its twenty‑third year of service, it also saw a change of camp dates from early in the year to November, a break in nearly two decades of training routine. 

In place of the usual January camp, four of our subalterns went on temporary postings to regular units. Lieutenants Courtis, Ward and Williams were attached to The Special Air Service Regiment, the only Regular Army infantry unit in this State. David Ward involved in a rather arduous six day exercise in the Mount Barker district. Fifty miles in five days through reasonably thick country and always a hill to climb! The exercise certainly sorted out the men from the and of the starting field of forty, David was one of the three who finished the trial. Other entertainments inflicted were cliff climbing, roping and how to get out of a helicopter in a hurry.

Chris Stevens had a more adventurous feat for they took him to New Guinea and for his first five days was posted to I Battalion, The Pacific Islands Regiment at Port Moresby. From here he moved to Wemak to 2 P.I.R. and went with the Assault Pioneer Platoon under the command of Lieutenant Geoff Stahlut R.A.E. on a sixteen day patrol. This patrolling

consisted of "showing the flag" to some eighteen or nineteen villages; making census checks, interviewing village headmen, checking up on health, dress, education, disturbances, etc., in fact providing some back‑up to the civilian administration. With the granting, at some future date, of independence to Papua‑New Guinea, the army will depend not on Australia but from the taxes of the people for its upkeep and so it will be seen how important it is for the people to know and see what its army does. On this patrol the pioneers prepared a basketball court for a school, made a road

survey and cleared an airstrip.

From Wemak, which incidentally still has the remains of assault landing barges‑now just the engines sitting there, littering the beach‑Chris continued his New Guinea tour with seven days at Vanimo, 23 miles from the West Irianese border.

During the year promotions increased the complement of the Officers' Mess, namely; 2/Lieutenants Edwards, Evans, Gaunt, and Montgomery also Lieutenants Prince, Schaffer and Simpson. The rank distinction here

between one and two pips indicates that members holding a degree sidestep the junior rank

Higher up the rank ladder Major H. Hernaman, E.D., came to the unit to command the Training Company and Major D. Thomas, T.D., was also posted in to the unit to command "A" Company. Incidentally, we have a minor connection with The Royal Green Jackets here, for as a member of 45 Commando, Don was at the crossing of the River Weser in 1945, with a company from The Rifle Brigade.

Another additional appointment to the unit, but by no means a stranger to The Regiment was the appointment in May of Lieut.‑Colonel C. J. Benson, E.D., as Commanding Officer. In the early 1950's Colin Benson  had been the first R.M.O. of W.A.U.R., now some sixteen years after  leaving to other postings, not only medical‑for his previous one was tactics instructor at Officer Training Group ‑ his name once again appears on the regimental list. He and the writer of 

this report are the only  "survivors" of the very early years of The Regiment.

One other personality worth reporting on is Lou Reid. For many years Lou was R.S.M. and his guiding hand will leave 

its influence for some time to come; an M.B.E. this year and the Quartermaster commission which  followed are testimony. Replacing Mr. Reid is W.O. I Evans who now as our" eighth R.S.M. is, at the time of writing, carrying on the good work

in camp with the unit which now stands with a strength of 32 officers and 174 other ranks.

