The following was WAUR’s contribution to the 1966 Chronicle – an Annual report on the Royal Green Jackets activities.  
THE WESTERN AUSTRALIA UNIVERSITY

REGIMENT

This year of grace, 1966, has seen a steady if quiet development in the life of the Regiment. This little diary of events treats only the highlights.

Several staffing changes have taken place and there has been the usual crop of promotions. The year began on a very sad note when it was learned that Captain G. R. Belleville had been killed in action in Vietnam. A former regular officer who had served in the ranks in Korea, Graeme Belleville came to the unit in 1962 and commanded the Training Company for a period before the Regular Army life beckoned him back. His death in a Viet Cong ambush impressed on all ranks the purpose of our training which he had so recently been teaching. His was the first death in action of a former member of Western Australia University Regiment. He was also the first graduate of the Officer Cadet School, Portsea, Victoria, to give his life. Graeme's death meant that our adjutant, Captain Kevin Aspinall was posted to fill the vacancy in Vietnam and in his stead came Captain Andy Mattay fresh from service in Borneo.

Two of our senior officers, Majors P. M. R. Smith, E.D., and D. E. Leslie, E.D., were transferred to the Officer Training Group. In their place came Major J. D. Thompson, E.D., and a crop of new subalterns, Lieutenants B. S. Pearson, A. E. King, R. D. Dalby, N. Norris and A. L. Pate received their first star.

Our R.S.M., W.O. I Joe Lee left us in mid year to take up the post of first R.S.M. of the 8th Battalion Royal Australian Regiment which was raised in August. His place was taken by W.O.1 Lou Reid who had filled the same appointment with Melbourne University Regiment. Other changes included a Quartermaster's commission for Lieutenant G. Franklin whom we expect to lose to an interstate posting soon.

The middle of the year brought three interesting visitors to the unit. The first name will be familiar to readers of this chronicle, Colonel P. R. Hayter, M.B.E., M.C. The Colonel accompanied by our Commanding Officer, Lieut.‑Colonel M. A. S. Williams, E.D., toured the Regimental Depot on the night of 12th July and saw training in progress. He afterwards visited the messes and later spoke with all the officers. Despite Colonel Hayter's appointment being with the British Defence Liaison Staff in Canberra it nevertheless meant a journey of some 2,000 miles across our continent to visit us.

Another Canberra visitor was Mr. Kim Beazley, M.H.R., a member of the Opposition in the Federal Parliament and a former schoolmaster. He addressed the Regiment on the subject of South East Asia, giving a clear exposition of the background situation resulting in the present ideological tension and conflict in this area. From the sound questions which followed Mr. Beazley's talk it was apparent that all ranks had thoroughly appreciated this talk.

Quite in contrast with the last visit, the following month a lecture team of the American National Aeronautics and Space Administration in association with the Australian Department of Supply arrived. It should be explained that from the time of Colonel John Glenn's first orbital flight Perth has had a rather popular glow in the eyes of American space travelers. Perth, if you look at the map, is certainly one of the more isolated capital cities in the world and has earned the nick‑name "The City of Light" for its glow on the night side of the world. The space tracking station at Carnarvon some 500 miles to the north is a key link in space communications. Our lecturers were aided by sixteen very attractive models, however it should be mentioned that these were eight rockets and eight space vehicles and capsules. Demonstrations with liquid oxygen and flaming methylated spirits gave some small inkling of what a blast off could produce. Our last visitor brought us back to earth with the problems of casualty evacuation in Vietnam. Major Bruce Scott, Medical Officer to the Special Air Service Regiment, spoke to the unit in October showing also a movie film taken in close contact with the action.

Looking at the social life in officers' and sergeants' messes we see that the sergeants have gained a fine status symbol in the form of a magnificent refrigerator bar. A more homely note is sounded in the officers' mess where the families of four members increased to the tune of two sons and two daughters, presumably for the benefit of a population census conducted in the Commonwealth this year.

In Australia the academic year runs from March to November so training is eased up in the second half of the year to take the pressure off at examination times and training follows pretty well‑known lines. With the annual camp held in the January vacation last, camp is now water under the bridge and preparation for 1967 is well under way at the time of writing.

With 1967 about to march onto the desk calendars, all members of the Western Australia University Regiment hope that the readers of this chronicle will have a successful year's training. We hope that any Green Jacket passing through Perth will not hesitate to sample the magnificence of our Swan‑River and Lager.

