The following was WAUR’s contribution to the 1985 Chronicle – an Annual report on the Royal Green Jackets activities.  
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REGIMENT

Commanding Officer:

Lieutenant Colonel T. W. Goode
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Major L. A. Stewart

Regimental Sergeant Major:

Warrant Officer Class I J. P. McAlister, (ARA)

Since the last report, Commanding Officers have once again changed. Lieutenant Colonel Peter Sewell handed over Command of the Regiment to Lieutenant Colonel Tom Goode on I November, 1985 and he has gone off to Command 16 Battalion, Royal Western Australian Regiment.

Lieutenant Colonel Goode is no stranger to WAUR, having served in the unit previously as Training Officer in 1980‑81.

Cadre Staff are also in the throes of changing, and we are soon to bid farewell to our Adjutant, Captain John Edwards, who leaves the subalterns, in particular, with a lasting impression of his presence, whilst he wings his way to join the Grenadier Guards in the UK and BAOR.

The RQMS, W02 Noel Laurent, will move at Christmas to Toowomba, Queensland, to 25 RQR, and our Training WO, W02 Blue McPherson, moves to his home town of Geelong, Victoria, for duty with the Deakin University Company.

One activity which will remain as a highlight for 1985, was a trip to Hawaii for one of the unit's sections as part of Exercise Pacific Reserve. They undertook training with the US Army National Guard, including a field exercise on an old lava field ‑ now used as a field firing manoeuvre area by US forces.

Prior to the four day return journey in the RAAF C130 Hercules transport plane, our intrepid troops managed to obtain meaningful memories of the resort aspects of the islands.

A Company ‑ Officer Commanding ‑ Major P. Boxsell.

During the last year Major Steve Dean handed over Command of A Company to Major Peter Boxsell.

The Company's role for the year was again the conducting of Initial Employment Training (IET) and Advanced Employment Training (AET).

Two intakes of recruits expanded our Company. One in May (24 persons), the other in July (30 persons). Another intake of recruits will also occur in January 86 and join the Company for Camp 1986.

Recruits are preliminary trained in the basic individual skills of the soldier, prior to going to camp.

Annual Camp 1985 was successful, qualifying two over strength platoons of IET and a platoon, of AET soldiers. Those who completed IET moved either on to AET or left the Company to begin specialist training with Headquarter Company in the duties of drivers, clerks and storemen.

Weekend training continued during the year and concentrated on small arms, field and navigation skills for the IET platoons and on infantry support weapons and platoon minor tactics for the AET platoon.

The level of our AET training was highlighted in a weekend exercise of platoon tactics against 16 RWAR, where our platoon won high regard from their opposition.

Preparation is now in full swing for Camp 1986, when we expect to conduct training for one AET platoon and three IET platoons.

Headquarter Company ‑ Officer Commanding ‑ Major Sean Watson.

As the weather in the Southern Hemisphere begins to warm towards summer, so the members of WAUR begin to look forward to their next Annual Camp, held for four weeks during January 1986. For the second year in succession, the unit is heading for the town of Northam, about 100 km East of Perth, and once again HQ Coy will be performing its primary task of providing support to the normal and training activities of the Regiment.

During our successful camp in 1985, those members of the Regiment who remained in the Northam camp complex had good reason to be glad of this support, especially from the transport platoon.

Other support was given from the Medical Platoon in the form of copious quantities of sun protection cream, and insect repellent sticks. The latter is especially useful to ward off one of the nastier aspects of the Australian bush, especially prevalent at the main training area of Bindoon. This is the kangaroo tick ‑a particularly unpleasant little character who would rather dine on YOUR blood than the normal host from whom he gets his name!

The resident RMO, Captain Mike Comparti, was heard to mention that treating tick bites and heat exhaustion beat obstetrics and gynaecology any day, and anyway there wasn't much call for that particular specialisation at camp! Perhaps now he has moved into general practice, the novelty has worn off?

Of course, any mention of camp would be incomplete without reference to the tireless support of the remainder of HQ Coy staff ; the cooks, clerks, Q staff and staff of RHQ. This is perhaps not the most glamorous side of soldiering, but an area that is nonetheless essential if the primary task of training is to run smoothly. Since the end of camp., the two major events for HQ Coy have been  the annual Range Shoot, and a Fire Power demonstration. Another limitation of a camp in January is the often total restriction on using ranges due to the extreme fire hazard in the tinder dry bush. This means that the qualification shoot must be Programmed at a cooler time of the year. This year it was during April, at Bindoon, about 80 km North West of Perth. All members of the company qualified on their personal weapon ‑ the 9mm F1 SMG ‑ and many also fired other weapons such as the M16, SLR, 9mm Browning pistol, and the M60 GPMG. The weekend, as always, was voted a huge success by all attendees.

In July, all officers and senior NCO’s from the 5th Military District, covering all of Western Australia, were invited to the largest firepower demonstration possibly ever seen in the State. This was held at Lancelin, some 120 km North of Perth, and included events such as an impressive display of the capabilities of one of the RAAF's newest acquisitions, the F18 Hornet fighter aircraft. In addition, the new range of small arms currently being trialled made their first appearance in the West, including the M I 6‑A2, the Steyr bullpup rifle, the Minima light support weapon, and the MAG 58 GSMG. Static displays including a Rapier Launcher, and dug‑in command posts and RAP, completed an impressive display of the firepower available, but sadly rarely seen on this side of our vast continent.

Now we look forward to January 1986. Recruiting‑an other HQ Coy responsibility ‑has been going well, thanks to the efforts of our recruiting officer, Lieutenant Gerry Postmus. Members of the many tertiary establishments around the area have been steadily queuing to enlist, and as mentioned elsewhere, recruit training will be conducted at camp. With a batch of recently trained cooks, new drivers and Unimog and Mack trucks for transport platoon, and many old and new faces in other areas, camp promises to be once again a resounding success.

Training Company ‑ Officer Commanding ‑ Major J. B. Houliston. 1985 saw the end of an era within WAUR. The last officer course Officer Course 5 ‑ completed their final phase of training during Annual Camp in January 85. Five students were successful and they received their commissions in April 85.

It is proposed to continue officer production in the future, but by soldiers passing through the ranks. When the rank of Sergeant is reached, and after adequate time in rank, nominated NCO’s can apply to sit for the examination for first appointment.

During the same camp, promotion courses for both Corporal and Sergeant were conducted, with the majority of students successfully passing and receiving their stripes.

During Annual Camp in January 86, emphasis will once again be given to the running of promotion subjects for Corporal and Sergeant. Seventy (70) new soldiers will undergo recruit training before passing over to A Company for initial employment training (IET).

It may be of interest to readers to learn that WAUR runs its camp during the hottest time of the year. Temperatures in the high forties (40 deg C are not uncommon. As you can imagine, this has a marked effect on training, and therefore a fair amount of flexibility is incorporated into the daily programme to allow for relocation of lessons. High temperatures would not be a problem in the UK in October/ November when 4 Bn RGJ goes into camp.

