The following was WAUR’s contribution to the 1977 Chronicle – an Annual report on the Royal Green Jackets activities.  

THE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN UNIVERSITY

REGIMENT

Honorary Colonel:

Brigadier J. C. Newbery, C.B.E.I

Commanding Officer:
Lieut.‑Colonel H. G. Mawson, E.D.

Your affiliated unit, Western Australian University Regiment, has had another active year, Our members are from tertiary bodies located in Perth and include, not only the University of Western Australia, but also the Western Australian Institute of Technology (W.A.I.T.), Murdoch University, Colleges of Advanced Education and part time students. All these bodies have their vacations at periods when we conduct our camps of continuous training. Our role has recently been reviewed and the Unit structure is now geared to provide military training for undergraduates as well as officer production for the Australian Army Reserve. This has resulted in our units' strength reaching nearly that which we had during the period of National Services in the early '70s, but we are proud to report that all serving members are volunteers.

The increase has enabled us to put into the field a support company, consisting mainly of members, who for reasons of their own, do not at this stage wish to immediately move through the officer promotion stream. Our strength has further been enhanced by the recruitment of female undergraduates who take part in our activities on the same basis as their male counterparts.

During the year we have carried out our normal battalion training activities at Rottnest Island, Northam, Bindoon, Collie and Muchea. Rottnest Island (Kingstown Barracks) is where we conduct our Annual Camp of twenty‑four days duration in the early summer, when most end of year examinations have been completed.

The other places are approximately sixty‑ninety kilometres from our depot in areas where the terrain is compatible with the type of training we require to fulfil our role. Each bivouac is of two‑and‑a‑half days duration and is held about every four to six weeks. This year we have increased the scope of our training and participated in exercises with artillery and cavalry units.

Another activity enjoyed by our unit during the year has been the week‑ends during which members have participated with the Special Air Services Regiment at Swanbourne. On these occasions, soldiers have taken part in rappelling, when a helicopter has been available. We are sure this is looked forward to in future with much enthusiasm by all members who have had the opportunity to "go to ground" in an unusual manner.

Our Honorary Colonel, Brigadier J. C. Newbery, formerly Commander 13 Infantry Brigade, is an active participant in our activities and adds to the lustre of our unit by his regular attendance and interest in the soldiers.

During March/April of this year our C.O., Lieut‑Colonel H. G. Mawson, visited U.K. and Europe and while in London he took the opportunity to visit 4 (V) R.G.J. Lack of available time caused his visit to be restricted to visiting Battalion Headquarters and "B" Company. He was impressed with unit facilities (including the Unit Museum) and the enthusiasm of the personnel. Through discussions with Officers and O.R.s he came to the conclusion that the ideals are very similar to our own. The atmosphere prevailing was similar to that encountered in Australian Army Reserve Units (our equivalent of the Territorial Army).

Later in the evening he enjoyed the social function of the Officers Mess and was very pleased to meet the Commanding Officer, Lieut. Colonel A. E. Berry and the Honorary Colonel. He had hoped to meet W.O.II Hetherington from our Unit and was disappointed not to have seen him.

A few days earlier he had visited the Regimental Headquarters at Winchester. Unfortunately being a Sunday, the Regimental Museum was closed.

During the year, our Messes (O.R.s, Sergeants & Officers) have enjoyed fellowships both within the unit and with other units. We have, of course, been the focal point of the senior headquarters and see a different officer group within our unit in 1978. As 1977 closes, we see the departure of our C.O., who will have completed his three year term of office.

We also lose our Adjutant, Capt. Bob Craze, who is reposted to Melbourne. His replacement, Capt. Noel Partridge, assumes in January 1978 from 1st Battalion Royal Australian Regiment. Capt. Les Stewart has already assumed his appointment as Quartermaster. 1978 will also bring us a new 2nd in command, Training Officer and Training Company Commander, so we take this opportunity to say farewell to Major Hernaman and Major Gascoigne and to Capt. Boxsell. Fortunately they are not being lost to the Army Reserve as they have received appointments to other units/ formations. We are also losing some junior officers to other units, however, they will be replaced by some of our own recently promoted members and some who have been transferred into our honoured ranks.

Whilst it appears to be all work and no play, we do have within our structure an Aquatic Club, capably led by Lieut. Shackles. This club participated in the "Descent of the Avon" which is an annual "white‑water" event of some sixty kilometres down the Avon River to the Swan River. In their other spare time they built their own

canoes for the event. Whilst they did not win any major title, their efforts did not go unnoticed. It is interesting to observe the double canoes which are crewed by an officer and a private soldier (we're not sure who does most of the paddling on these occasions! ! )

It is also pleasing to record that our Unit was honoured in the Queen's Silver Jubilee Awards List when our outgoing 2nd in Command, Major Hernaman, was favoured with recognition for his services to the Army over the past few decades.

Since the writing of this report for the Chronicle, Capt. A. Wright of this unit has left Australia to visit Canada and America. He‑ also hopes to visit 4(V) R.G.J. during his visit to the U.K.

We take this opportunity of wishing all units associated with the Royal Green Jackets a prosperous 1978 and look forward, we hope, to our bonds becoming closer as the world appears to get smaller in terms of time and space.

