The following was WAUR’s contribution to the 1979 Chronicle – an Annual report on the Royal Green Jackets activities.  
THE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN UNIVERSITY

REGIMENT

Honorary Colonel:

Brigadier 1. D. Stock, ED

Commanding Officer:

Lieut‑Colonel R. M. Willox ED

WAUR has just completed a fruitful and exciting year which began with the usual series of promotion courses conducted on Rottnest Island, some twelve miles off the Western Australian Coast, and closely followed by a field training exercise which incorporated an amphibious assault landing on Swanbourne beach at first light and a traumatic patrolling programme which culminated in a company attack.

During the May '79 camp, which consisted of a recruit course and an Instruction Development Course some serious attention was paid to marksmanship coaching which resulted in the general standard of shooting in the Regiment taking a giant step forward. This has resulted in the Regiment taking fourth place in the Australian wide RSL Challenge Cup competition which includes both Regular and Reserve Infantry Units. Some of our top shooters are Pte Susan Mollett, a clerk from RHQ and Cpl.’s Zukov and Newland who have won their first bronze badges as members of the Army 50 Club.

The Regiment has thrown itself into the spirit of competition with a great deal of zest this year and gained second place in the Karrinyup Cup (Endurance March) and third place in the inter‑unit Assault at Arms competition.

In October, a rappelling course was conducted under the expert supervision of the Special Air Services Regiment over a two‑day period and all members attending felt the thrill of screaming down a cliff face after a day on the training towers at the SASR barracks.

A disco night was held in the depot half‑way through the year and was well supported by all ranks.

The Officers and Senior Non‑Commissioned Officers jointly dined out Brig I. C. Newbery, CBE, ED, as the former Honorary Colonel and dined in Brig I. D. Stock, ED, a former Commanding Officer, as the new Honorary Colonel. After dinner, the Annual Officers/ Sergeants Cricket Match was contested, with rules slightly modified to suit the occasion. The Sergeants defeated the Officers for the first time in many years by taking advantage of the less hardened drinkers in the Officer ranks.

1980 brings a number of changes in the Regular Army Cadre Staff when the Adjutant, Captain Noel Partridge marches out to join 6 RAR as a Company 21C. His replacement, Captain Mick Goodyer, was blooded on the December Camp. The Quartermaster, Captain Les

Stewart moves down the road as OIC Swanbourne Detachment of the District Support Unit and is replaced by Warrant Officer Class 1 Neal Rankin. The RSM, W01 Alf Gee is also to be replaced early in the New Year and he will be returning to civilian life.

A large turnover of senior ARES members also takes place in the first few days of 1980. The CO, Lieut‑Col. Willox hands over command to Lieut‑Col. Arbuckle when he marches out to attend the Joint Services Staff College. The 21C Major Jack Courtis moves off to join the Royal Western Australian Regiment and Major Ian Sullivan assumes in his stead. Major Brian Gibson, an old gasoline cowboy from the 10th Light Horse assumes as OC HQ Coy and Major Tom Goode replaces him as OC Trg Coy. Major Kim Branson remains as OC A Coy, as does Major Ray Hinde as the Supervisor Training.

WAUR looks forward to 1980 with a great deal of enthusiasm, which will no doubt be as full as 1979.

