The following was WAUR’s contribution to the 1983 Chronicle – an Annual report on the Royal Green Jackets activities.  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN

UNIVERSITY REGIMENT

Commanding Officer:

Lieutenant‑Colonel T. J. Arbuckle, ED

Second‑in‑Command:

Major L. A. Stewart

Regimental Sergeant Major:

Warrant Officer Class 1 R. E. McKeown (ARA)

The Western Australian University Regiment has gone from strength to strength over the last twelve months. Our posted strength now stands at 417, an all‑time high.

At the time of writing, the Regiment has all but concluded its successful 1983 training programme and is poised to commence 1984 with our Annual Camp in the South West of Western Australia.

1983 is summarised as follows:

A Company‑Officer Commanding: Major S. E. Dean

A Company, our only rifle company‑completed Advanced Training for all members, which comprised exercises in all phases of war, and in particular "The Advance"  this was stressed during Camp 1983 in the form of an "ARTEP".

During the non‑continuous phase of training, the company conducted a Machine Gunners Course and a Scouting Course for all members of the company. In September the company strength almost doubled with the influx of IET soldiers from Training Company who, having completed the individual cycle of IET, now prepare for the collective phase during the 1984 camp as part of A Company.

Training Company‑Officer Commanding: Major J. B. Houliston

Training Company began the year with Officer Course 3 commencing the final phase of their training during the Regimental Camp from 3rd January to 18th January. After two weeks of the theory of tactics, the course continued on to the Unit Courses Camp from 18th January to 1st February to complete the practical tactics phase of their training. Officer Course 3 commenced training in January 1982 with 20 students, and 12 students graduated at the Regimental Parade on 23rd April 1983.

Officer Course 4 commenced training on 18th January 1983 with 15 students and are due to complete their course in 1984. Training during 1983 is aimed mainly at the theoretical aspects of administration, instructions, leadership, management and first aid and health, together with development of practical skills in minor tactics; all of which will be tested during the final period of practical training to he conducted in January/February 1984.

Other aspects of training undertaken by the company during the year have been: Subject 1 Course for Promotion to Corporal, and Initial Employment Training for soldiers who have completed a basic recruit camp. IET is designed to develop individual infantry skills and leads to later training which enables the soldier to perform tasks as a member of an infantry platoon.

Headquarter Company‑Officer Commanding: Captain B. Whelan

During the latter part of 1982 members of Headquarter Company provided support at the various Regimental activities. Advanced driver training was also conducted, with exercises in wading and fording, recovery and navigation.

During Regimental Camp 1983 the company played a major part, and cooks, clerks, medics, drivers and storemen were able to practice their skills in field conditions.

During January, courses were conducted for drivers and signallers. This training was completed later in the year and those who attended now hold positions in the respective platoons. In addition, several members were trained as storemen at an external course in May.

The company has continued to provide support for the Regiment's activities throughout the year, and has also participated in the Regimental Parade and Annual Range Practice. This on the job training will equip members with the skills they need for camp next year.

There has been a large number of changes in personalities through 1983, and it's not over yet. The Honorary Colonel, Brigadier 1. D. Stock, ED, completes his term in office, as does our CO, Lieut‑Colonel T. J. Arbuckle, ED‑both replacements have yet to be named. Some changes amongst our Regular Army Cadre have also taken place, with more to follow. Captain Neil Rankin, the Quartermaster, has already left, and has been replaced by Warrant Officer Class I "Scotty" Alcorn. Captain Ray Martin, the Adjutant, is to leave by the end of the year and will be replaced by Captain John Edwards. Warrant Officer Class 2 Len Faver is also soon to march out to Recruiting and will be replaced in the Training Cell by W02 "Blue" MacPherson. The RQMS, W02 Bob Bayliss, was replaced on his retirement by W02 Noel Laurent. In fact, the only Cadre not to be changed in 1983 were S/Sgt. Dick Spain, the Chief Clerk, and L/Cpl George Fikerle, who maintains the continuity of the Regiment's Q function.

