Summerill Paving & Concrete LLC
115 Valley View Rd : Norristown, PA 19401

610-277-2555

Asphalt Letter

     We are appreciative, and wish to thank you for choosing Summerill Paving & Concrete LLC as your paving contractor.  This asphalt letter should answer most if not all of your questions, and help you to preserve your new asphalt for a long time.   If for some reason it does not, please do not ever hesitate to call us, we are happy to answer any questions or concerns you may have.
     Whether you have a newly installed or repaired, parking lot or driveway, have confidence that it was constructed in a professional manner, and to the exact specifications we discussed in our initial consultation.  We followed accepted industry construction practices, as well as all local township requirements during all phases of your asphalt installation.  We paved your parking lot or driveway with the necessary care to provide a durable and lasting product.  Upon completion of your newly installed asphalt surface we ask that you do not drive on the surface for approximately 7 days.  This is our recommendation to help you to achieve optimal results for your new asphalt surface, and avoid premature marring or scarring of the surface.

     Blacktop is a bituminous product made up of sand, stone, and liquid asphalt.  It can and will be soft or pliable for an extended period of time after installation.  It will take approximately 12 to18 months after installation for the liquid asphalt in your blacktop to cure and weather with all of the seasonal changes.  Even after this time frame your parking lot or driveway will be directly affected by the rise and fall of the outside temperature, when it is hot (above 80 degrees) the blacktop will soften and when it is cool (below 50 degrees) it will harden. Please keep in mind even after blacktop has fully cured do not expect it to be as hard as concrete.  Blacktop can be scarred by cars starting out or stopping too fast, excessive usage by large or commercial vehicles, SUV’s & trucks, or simply by turning your steering wheel back and forth while your car is not in motion.  During the 12 to 18 month period, never park in the same location for extended periods of time, because rutting and sinking will occur in those areas. Change the path of entry into your driveway & rotate the position of the cars daily toward the front, middle and end of the new pavement to ensure even wear and avoid depressions.  Sharp objects such as lawn chairs, kick stands, ladders, metallic and wheeled trash cans, snow plow blades, high heels and athletic spikes etc… can cause damage to newly installed asphalt.  When storing campers, boats, trailers, or anything with concentrated weight for more than 1 day place a piece of plywood underneath all tires, tongue jacks and sharp objects to disperse the weight.  It is also important to understand excessive weight from large vehicles, including oil trucks, concrete trucks, delivery trucks, SUVs, roll off dumpsters, etc…, will also cause damage to new blacktop.  Our best advice is to keep them off any/all new asphalt installations.   

     Most residential driveways & site layouts are too small to use sophisticated paving machines as seen used on road or parking lot projects.  A great deal of the paving is done by hand spreading and a perfectly smooth surface can not always be achieved.    
We do our best to minimize or limit roller creases and joint seams, but do not be alarmed if you notice them.  Depending on site conditions, driveway dimensions/design, and the varying slopes of your existing property & driveway at times they are unavoidable.   Be patient, as time passes they will begin to disappear over time with usage and each subsequent seal coating.      
     As the homeowner or property manager please do your part to maintain the integrity of the parking lot or driveway to keep it looking like new!       As with anything that you buy you must take care of your new acquisition.  Since it is exposed to seasonal temperature changes and external forces ( cars, trucks, landscape equipment, etc…), it is important to periodically check your driveway for uneven wear or signs of stress.  The edges are the weakest part of the parking lot or driveway due to the lack of side support.  Please backfill all edges to the top of your new asphalt installation with dirt and grass seed to give it support.   Please avoid parking on, driving on or over the edges since they will crack and crumble.  If you have a landscape company, who maintains your lawn, please ask them to stay off of the driveway.  We will not be responsible for any damage that they, or any other contractor cause to your parking lot or driveway!  Please do not allow them to drive their large mowers, skid steers, mulch trucks, trailers and tree grinding mulchers etc., onto the newly installed asphalt.  Avoid all gasoline, oil, antifreeze, power steering and transmission fluid spills, they will dilute the liquid asphalt and cause it to break down.  Any hairline cracks that may develop over the winter due to the contraction and expansion of the ground should be filled with a liquid crack filler to avoid water infiltration under the driveway and into the sub base.  To help preserve your new parking lot or driveway it is advisable to seal coat it after it has been paved.  You may seal coat your parking lot or driveway any time after installation with a quality sealer that includes sand in the mixture.   We offer asphalt seal coating as a service, please call us if you would like a free estimate for us to do it.  We find the best method of sealer application is with a push broom every 2-3 years.   

     By following these tips we have given to you, we are certain that you will enjoy your parking lot or driveway for a long time.  You are a valued customer and if you should ever have any questions at any time, or any concerns with your parking lot or driveway’s appearance please do not hesitate to call us at 610-277-2555.     Thank You again for your business
