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STATE OF THE SLET
by Christina M. Curran, Sokolice Tabor President
Buffalo, NY was a great host city for Sokolfest 2019. Sokol USA did a remarkable
job on selecting the locations for competitions, social events and the Slet program
taking place within, or a short distance from, the headquarter hotel. The hotel was
very accommodating with a pool and huge courtyard for Sokols to gather and
socialize the entire week.
While I have attended many Sokol Slets, this is the first Slet I’ve attended as
Sokolice Tabor President. I was very impressed with our coaches, competitors,
team members, parents, and officers who attended and represented our gym with
Sokol unity and pride. Some of our gym’s highlights include:
•
•
•

•
•
•

Various individual Artistic Gymnastic Awards received
Sokol Tabor Men’s Volleyball 1st Place Championship (What heart
pounding and edge-of-your-seat matches to watch!)
Combined Sokol Spirit and Sokol Tabor Women’s Volleyball 2nd Place
finish with Sokolice Tabor Members Jaye Hartwig and Veronica Walinski
(Many cheered on a combined team name of either “Go Tarit” or “Go
Sabor” from the stands!)
Sokol Tabor Membership Officer and CCACC President Ted Polashek
carried the American Sokol Flag during the Slet Grand March
American Sokol 1st Place Tug-of-War Champions with three Sokol Tabor
Team Members: Phil Devenney, Tom Hartwig, and Matt Petkus
American Sokol 1st Place Relay Race Champions with our very own Erik
Hartwig as a team member. (He ran the first leg creating a huge lead!)

One of the best things about a Sokol Slet is re-connecting with Sokol Brothers and
Sisters from across the country. I had a great time reminiscing about old memories
while creating new ones, especially with my two roomies!

Editor: Christina M. Curran
Thank you to everyone who submitted
articles, quotes and photos to make this
Buffalo, NY edition so special!

I hope you will join us for the next Slet --- CHICAGO 2021 --- hosted by the
American Sokol.

Would you prefer Tabor Talk via email?
Send your email address to:

tabortalk150@gmail.com
Articles & photos welcome!
Save a Tree...Pass the Word

Sokolice Tabor Officers and Roommates L to R:
Christina Curran (President), Veronica Walinski and Maureen Stanko (Women’s Co-Physical Directors)

KIDS KORNER & GRAND MARCH
KIDS KORNER
We asked our Youth Members ages 4-17:
“What was your favorite thing about the
Buffalo Slet?”

PJ Devenney (6 yrs. old)
“I won three medals in gymnastics! That was
the best part. But I had the most fun in the
hotel and pool.”

PJ Devenney
on the Awards
Podium

Teddy Polashek (7 yrs. old)
“My favorite thing was the hotel pool and
swimming with all my friends.”
Jasmine Humphrey (10 yrs. old)
“I had a great time in NY. I love the
experience of different places when we
compete in Sokol. Loved seeing Niagara
Falls. It was so beautiful. I want to see again.”
Bailey Polich (10 yrs. old)
“I loved Buffalo. Swimming was fun. The two
dances were my favorite part.”

Bailey Polich and
Jasmine Humphrey
in the Marriott
Hotel Courtyard

Ryleigh Devenney (12 yrs. old)
“Had fun!”
Madison Polich (12 yrs. old)
“I thought Buffalo was a lot of fun. I made lots
of new friends and I even talked to someone
in sign language. The pool and all the events
were super fun and it was probably my
favorite Slet I’ve been too yet!”

AMERICAN SOKOL PRIDE
by Ted Polashek
It was a big honor to carry the American Sokol flag during the Grand
March of the Buffalo Slet Program. To represent all American Sokols at
the Slet filled me with so much pride.
So many people before me sacrificed and
gave up so much of their lives to promote
and build Sokol. Sokol is not just an
organization. It’s a way of life. It’s the way
a person presents themselves. It’s a way
one keeps their body and mind healthy
from the age of 4 to 104.
JOURNAL ENTRY
“Did you see me dancing to
“Proud to be an American?” I didn’t
even know I felt that way about it.”
~ Anne Marie Suchanek ~
(Sokol New York)

I SPY
Can you spy with your eye and find
Juanita, Jaye, Ally & Maureen?

Can you spy with your eye and find
American Sokol President
Jean Hruby in the Dignitaries
marching below?

FAMILY VACATON & COMPETITION
BUFFALO OR BUST
by Nicole Devenney
This past Buffalo trip was a fantastic experience.
Not only was it a mini family vacation, but it was a
time away with our Sokol Tabor family. My kids
bonded with gymnasts from other gyms that they
will have as friends forever! It was entertaining and
special.
Having the “after party” by the pool side each night
for the parents so they can watch their kids swim
and still enjoy their time was spectacular. As my
kids get older, it’s harder to peel them away from
their friends, oh and my husband too! The set up
made the entire week work so nicely.
We had the privilege to get to know some amazing people from Sokol Greater Cleveland. They shared all
about their interesting bike ride with Bob Barcal up to Buffalo. As always, we enjoyed the wonderful
relationship between Coach Veronica and our girls. She’s a “one of a kind” coach. And our children all adore
her. Thank you to Charlie for taking PJ under his wing during the artistic competition.
We can’t wait for the Chicago Slet in 2021!

GOLD, SILVER, BRONZE
Sokol Tabor Artistic Gymnasts and Coaches lined up at Greater Buffalo Gymnastics at the start of their
respective meets. “Sokol Tabor Gymnasts brought their A game to the Buffalo Slet! They stuck their landings
and finished big! We are so proud of them” ~ Veronica Walinski, Girls Coach

SIBLING ROAD TRIP
DOUBLE THE FUN
By: Juanita LoGiudice
My trip to Buffalo, NY to see Sokol friends and perform Senior II Cal
was combined with visiting cousins. The Saturday morning before
Sokolfest week, my brother Ray Spirek and I started on our journey.
We stopped in Cleveland, OH to visit the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame,
had dinner with cousin Mark and spent the night. The next day we
traveled to Endicott, NY to spend three days visiting and dining out
with cousins Ruthie & Bob and their family. I was treated to a lady’s
afternoon which included refreshments in a tea room and shopped in
their four specialty rooms, including a crystal room filled with an
unbelievable amount of inventory.

Nita and Ray enjoying dinner with their cousins

On Tuesday evening, we reached our destination and checked into the
Marriott Hotel in Buffalo NY. Wednesday, we went early to visit the
vintage Fantasy Island Amusement Park. We were happy to see many
Sokol friends gathered together to enjoy the park, have a catered
buffet picnic and watched Polish Polka dancers of all ages in the
Opening Ceremony.

Nita and her cousin Ruthie enjoying
refreshments in the tea room

During the rest of Sokolfest week, we enjoyed the gymnastics
competitions at Greater Buffalo Gymnastics; the volleyball tournament
and Slet program at Sweet Home High School.
Each evening, the socials were held at the hotel: BBQ pool party, the
Polka Dance/Dinner and the Celebration Dance. We shared time and
memories with Sokol friends from Canada, the East & West coasts and
the Midwest.
Since it was only ½ hour away, we made a short trip to view Niagara
Falls from the American side. I found time in between to shop at a
Wegman’s grocery store, buy souvenirs at an Anchor Bar Restaurant
(creator of chicken wings) and ate at Duff’s, still the original location in
Amherst since 1969 of hot saucy buffalo wings.
My learning experience for the week was going on a Brewery Pub
Crawl for the first time. After visiting four different Buffalo breweries
and sampling many types of beers, it ended early with the need for
sleep! How do some of you do it? Glad to have had the opportunity to
travel, attend, participate in and enjoy another great Sokol event and
making lifetime memories.

Ray playing a pin ball game at The Flying Bison Brewery

Pictures in article:
Left – riding the train at Fantasy Island.
Right – Nita with Bev Domzalski outside
The Flying Bison Brewery

WINNER TAKES ALL
ALL STARS
by Matthew Petkus
Words that come to mind playing with this group of guys has to be “Well Deserved.”

“It was a thrill a minute,
point by point!”
Maureen Stanko

Each team member came ready to play. We wanted this championship more than anyone else. As a team, we
struggled a bit in pool play with passing. After all, none of us had played together as a team before. We kept our
composure, we never gave up and we played our hearts out!
Captain Tom Hartwig, always calm and at ease when we play, knew what line up to set and how to execute play.
Eric Hartwig and I were designated as lead hitters because of our play experience. John Stanko played the best I
have ever seen him play. He is going to be a threat in the future for Sokol Tabor. Mike McGill, Ted Polashek, Larry
and Charles Svestka, Phil Devenney, and Fidel Gutierrez gave it everything they had and lead us to victory.
I said "well deserved” because we earned this title. Everyone joked with us during down time and the other teams
gave us hell to win it. I would do it all over again, even waking up the next morning barely able to walk, to play with
this group of guys again.
Well-deserved Sokol Tabor, well deserved. Way to go 2019 Buffalo Slet Men’s Volleyball Champions!!!

Action Shot #18

Front Row L to R: Fidel Gutierrez, Mike McGill, Tom Hartwig,
Ted Polashek, Charlie Svestka
Back Row L to R: Phil Devenney, Matt Petkus, Erik Hartwig,
John Stanko, Larry Svestka

“Tabor Young Guns Erik, Matt and John
put on an impressive display.”
Time Out Huddle

Larry Svestka

BABY ADVENTURES & SOKOL BIKERS
IT TAKES A VILLAGE
by Anna Carlozzi
The Buffalo Slet was a lowkey one for me --- you know, except for the fact that I
brought my 6-month old along for the adventure! Lofton and I arrived in Buffalo
Thursday night. Early Friday morning I attended Cal practice, which was long and
hot, but definitely needed! I was roped into performing the folk dance, so I roped
Matt into it too. Later that day, we attended the brewery tour and had some great
beers, especially from Labatt Brewhouse. We ended the night at the polka party,
and I enjoyed catching up with friends old and new. On Saturday, Lofton and I
relaxed by the pool. Lofton loved swimming! We ended the Slet with Cal and FolkDance performances later that night.
I had a blast at the Buffalo Slet, but I was only able to have such successful
experience thanks to my “village” of helpers:
• Auntie Ally, who took the long drive with Lofton and me and stayed with us to offer an extra set of
hands (and also maybe a wake-up call in the wee hours of the morning on Friday)
• Grauntie Tina, Grauntie Maureen, and cousin John, who drove along the route with us and provided
some extra hands for feeding and changing
• Mimi, who also stayed with us and took care of Lofton when mommy and daddy weren’t quite feeling
up to it
• Auntie Alex, who helped Lofton “crawl” from brewery to brewery and kept him safe
• Cousin John and Megan from SGC, who watched him during Cal practice
• And everyone else who loved on Lofton that weekend!
Sokol is the only village I want helping me to raise my family, and I’m grateful for the love I feel every time I’m
with my extended Sokol family

SOKOL BIKERS
Who are the Sokol Bikers you might ask? It is a group of Sokols from
around the country who bike to Slet. This year, a couple bikers left
Colorado and picked up bikers in Chicago and together trekked to
Buffalo. Bikers were: Bob Barcal (Spirit), Mark Beckerman (SGC) Matt
Carlozzi (Stickney) Mark Kocek (Chicagoland), James Logan
(Chicagoland) and Dave Kakaraka (Spirit). When Carlozzi pushed off
for Buffalo at 8:00 a.m. on June 19th, his Facebook post read:
1. No, I will not be blogging/emailing my faithful supporters every
night. I will try to keep a log and compile something at the end.
No promises.
2. No, this is not a fund-raiser for anything.
3. If you send me $5, I will buy a beer and give you a social media
shout out toast.
Many faithful supporters jumped on #3! The bikers were treated to
rounds of pivo and social media shout outs occurred all along their
route. Let’s give the bikers three cheers and a NAZDAR for all that
pedaling!

WINNERS CIRCLE
ARTISTIC GYMNASTICS – female individual
Name

Level/Age

Anabel Byers

XB, Ch 9-11

Vault

Bars

Beam

Floor

8.7

8.5

9.3

8.8

All Around

Rank

35.30

10th

Karina Byers

XB, Ch 9-11

9.0

8.2

8.8

9.2

35.20

11th

Bailey Polich

XB, Ch 9-11

8.2

8.0

9.5

8.85

34.55

13th

Ryleigh Devenney

XB, Jr 12-17

7.2

8.1

8.55

8.8

32.65

7th

Alexia Perez

XS, Ch 9-11

8.2

8.9

8.95

9.45

35.50

6th

Jasmine Humphrey

XS, Ch 9-11

8.3

8.2

8.7

9.05

34.25

10th

Madison Polich

XS, Jr 12-17

8.5

7.9

9.3

9.3

35.00

14th

Bold Score
indicates
placement in an
individual event
and/or All Around

ARTISTIC GYMNASTICS – male individual
Name
Phillip Devenney
Charles Svestka
Fidel Gutierrez

Level/Age
Level 3
8 & Under
Level 5
SR 18-33
Level 5
SR 18-33

Floor

Pommel

Rings

Vault

7.7

4.9

8.7

9.1

7.1

5.5

10.5

9.1

6.3

4.0

8.3

7.7

Pts

Jump
Rope
60
67
65
55
0
84
3

Parallel Bars

High Bar

All Around

Rank

8.3

5.9

44.60

2nd

9.6

9.0

50.80

2nd

3.8

36.80

7th

6.7

FITNESS CHALLENGE
Name

Age

Jasmine Humphrey
Anabel Byers
Madison Polich
Bailey Polich
Ryleigh Devenney
Karina Byers
Phillip Devenney

9-12
9-12
9-12
9-12
9-12
12-18
5-8

Push
Up
34
30
24
23
27
23
22

VOLLEYBALL
RACE
Rank
st

1

2nd

108
100
88
86
94
86
84

Pts
40
45
43
37
0
56
2

Agility
Test
15.7
13.6
13.2
18.3
16.5
16.1
17.4

Pts
38
59
63
29
30
34
29

TUG-OF-WAR & RELAY

Men

Women

Rank

Tabor
Greater
Cleveland

Ceska Sin

1st

Spirit

American Sokol

Plank
Hold
4.00
1:09
:47
:39
1:19
3:19
1:27

Pts
120
34
23
19
39
99
43

Total
Points
306
238
217
171
163
274
158

Rank
12th
17th
19th
21st
23rd
20th
4th

JOURNAL ENTRY
“Beckerman now has a
new haircut. He asked
one of the older Sokol
ladies to dance. She said
no.”
~ Jacooz

JOURNAL ENTRY – “This one time I competed in a female leotard. While destroying my team girls at their own
sport/level. I had a front and back wedgie. It was great! Looking forward to Chicago! ~ James Finn

BREWERY PUB CRAWL
BREW BUS BUFFALO
by Christina Curran
On Friday, June 28th, two buses filled with Sokol members ages 21 and over left the Marriott hotel at 1:00 p.m. and
embarked on an afternoon of craft beer tasting from Buffalo’s best local breweries. Included in the ticket price was a
tasting at each brewery, pizza and snacks, the bus ride and a stainless-steel souvenir cup. The tour returned to the
hotel at 7:00 p.m., just in time for dinner at the Polka Party. This was a great idea for an adult Slet social. If you ever
get a chance to visit Buffalo, stop in and have a tasty treat at one of the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.

The Flying Bison (Recommend the All-American City IPA)
The Draft Room a.k.a Labatt Brew House (Recommend Peach Kolsch or LBH Milkshake IPA001)
Resurgence at the Cooperage (Recommend the Resurgence IPA)
Lafayette’s Brewing & Distilling Company (Reminded many of an old Sokol hall!)

71 Sokols
6 hours
4 breweries
2 yellow
school buses

Sokolice
Tabor at The
Draft Room

JOURNAL ENTRY
“Hi! I’m not part
of your group
but glad to meet
you! Just came
for a quick beer
after work. Hope
you have fun and
enjoy Buffalo
beers!”
~ Mike, random
patron at The
Flying Bison

NIAGARA FALLS
DISCOVER NATURE, ADVENTURE & THE WORLD’S
GREATEST SELFIE
by 2018-2019 Buffalo Niagara Touring Guide
Thundering waterfalls take center stage at Niagara Falls State Park. Feel the intensity of the falls in the Cave of
the Winds, cruise the powerful churning waters on Maid of the Mist and view this thrilling natural wonder from
every angle! Stop by Three Sisters Island & hike trails deep into the heart of the magnificent Niagara Gorge!

John, Veronica, Maureen, Christina

Ted and Teddy

The Devenney and Byers Families

Niagara Falls Facts

Jasmine

Larry, Charlie, Fidel, Mike

DID YOU KNOW? In October 1829, Sam Patch, who called himself “the Yankee Leapster”, jumped from a
high tower into the gorge below the falls and survived; this began a long tradition of daredevils trying to
go over the falls. (www.wikipedia.org)

PHOTO GALLERY

Sokol Tabor Group Photo after Slet Program

The Carlozzis

Sokol Tabor Junior/Senior Cal

Madison Polish and Friends at Celebration Dance

American Sokol First Place Tug of War and Relay Race Teams

Jam Packed Awards Ceremony

Erik Hartwig

The Humphrey Family

JOURNAL ENTRY
“It’s 12am & we’re out by the pool. There’s about 40 people out here. They came & asked us to be quite
for the 1st time at 11:30pm. We’re expecting more warnings. We’re anticipating a late night. The cal
practice & fitness competition will not deter our Sokol spirit. Who is going on a beer run? There is too
much sparkling seltzer out here.” ~ One of the Powers

