HOME TRUTHS

THE PROPERTY
Edwardian semi-detached house

RO OMS Sitting room, kitchen-
diner/living area, teen den, utility
room, cloakroom, second kitchen,
guest bedroom, four bedrooms,
four bathrooms

LOCATION
South London

which | sourced to be aclose
match to what would’ve been
here before,' says homeowner
Rebecca Bethell.
Worn Vintage Oak parquet,
Broadleaf Timber. The Coloursof
London framed poster, Tate
Modern. Hollywood Star Chart by
Dorothy, East End Prints
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DINING AREA
'l grew up with this
Danish teak dining table,
which my parents bought
in Brussels when we lived
there in the 1970s,
says Rebecca.
- Vintele dining table is
* similar, La Redoute. Try the
Greta sisal rug, Benuta

CbCCC‘J nr_‘thc" bC“C’VCS thC WOTSL I'IQUSE I"'ﬂkCS [}IC bCSt

project so she was delighted to come across an Fdwardian

semi that had been empty lor a couple of years. The large

square rooms, high ceilings and location close to school for
sons, Max, 17, and Felix, 15, ticked all the boxes. owever, the first
viewing revealed the property’s true condition

‘Seventeen people had lived here in nine bedsits, there were
holes in the walls and floars and [ could see straight up to the
roof.’ recalls Rebecca. “When 1 looked around 1 had o cover
my nose, but I wasn't put off by the horrors,’ she explains. 1
welcomed them — T absolutely love a ruin.’

Rebecca is a project manager and interior designer lor her
business, Bethell Projects. She took on the renovation for her
family with great enthusiasm using trades she knew and trusted
— much to the relief of her husband. Mark, a lawyer. With all the
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through the kitchen and dining room and created en-suite
bedrooms. New electrics. plumbing and heating were installed
while windows and period features were reinstated. Rebecca dug
down the basement to create useful head heighr, wo.

‘Now it'’s a teen den with a guest bedroom, kitchen and
laundry, says Rebecea. “The scparate entrance to the garden is
useful when film crews use our house for location shoots.
Rebecea started out with a black kitchen and decorated the room
a forest green. However, the paint began to chip off the

cupboards during the fit-out and a panicked phone call resulted
in replacing them with a cream kitchen. '1t's a much better
choice, warmer than whire and the paintwork is more forgwu] g’

‘For the walls I chose cream, which 18 warmer than white — the
neutral backdrop works well for changing things up later on’

LIVING AREA
A pretty archway frames
the perfect seating nook by
the window and is one of
the few original features
in the house.
Similar Chinese chest,
Vinterior. Blue Elephant wall
clock, Wayfair, is a good
alternative. Riad wall light,
Bespoke Lights, is similar
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HALLWAY BEDROOM
‘The original staircase Abright yellow velvet
reminds me of the bed pops out fromthe
Edwardian properties| 1 blue walls, which also
lived inas a student,” | emphasise the off-white
says Rebecea. i | - 3 period details.
Custom-made shoe rack 1 L i Leamington butto
in Off-Black, Farrow & | Turmeri:YeIquiszel
f S Ball. Find antique Turkish | similar, Daals. W‘;ﬂi'{,
| < textilesat Rug Store | y Inchyra Blue, Fai
L e Ball. Similar m
l .:- l I *

EN SUITE
‘Pale grey and blackisa
nod to monechrome
Victorian bathrooms but
the bath adds a modern
edge,’ says Rebecca,
Cielo bath, C.P. Hart.
Herringbene floor tiles,
European Heritage.
Simil
Tiddle Eastern kilims and rugs as my parents worked
»ped up the red vintage Turkish rug after seeing it
yin Germany - a tly the right
size for the large room.”
Up on the first floor,

and lighting, * ¥ Lasleep in a dark room and the
deep tone emph: >0 ite period details we reinstat
says Rebecea, “Throughour the house, I brought in vibrant
lampshades, rugs and cushic o f‘)'wu ok everything our,
rooms would look quite neutral, which works well
things up later on - and f ation filming,’

The hallway was one of the last projec

an’t possib
here - we have all the space we need.’ 5
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