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HOML
PROFILE
WHO LIVES HERE

Jack Arundell, an
entreprensur, and
his partner Eilidh lzat,
~anarchitect =~
THE PROPERTY
©  Asingle-storey -
one-bedroom houssonthe -
I?Le of Harris in the Outer
debrides, designed and
buit by the coule

g

osite The little house
perched at the head
a loch, where otters,
1d eagles are

Ty across the Minch,
rating the islands
the mainland

LIVING ROOM

finishes and a concrete
floor - made with local
stone

pared ical
for rural life. Jack worke
on the bespoke chair
with the furniture maker
Namon Gaston
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 SMALL SPACE SPECIAL

LIVING ROOM
Eilidh designed the
shelving, which her
brother Alasdair macle
from cedar. The
Anglepoise is vintage and
the Norwegian Jetul 7KW
woodburner was bought
secondhand on Ebay

in Edinburgh for 10 years
entrepreneur Jack Arundell and h
archirect Eilidh lzar, fel T move on

which they now rent out, and this
g up their architectural pr
" says Jack. ‘Property
able than the city, but the fli
e and slow to renovate here because tradespeople
:

1all plotw

hich had outline planning fo
hillside on the east coast,

da
tabout ourd
just 220 square metres and in a hamlet,
t ferry journey back to the mainland from

with the quic
Stornoway taking nearly two hours.
already in pla
¢ on the island, so
. Jack explains
wple opted fo
¢ that maximised the small foorprine and, of
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course, embraced the stunning surroundings. However, Eilidh’s
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accommodate this huge

artwork by Zack Nauyokas,

which they found at the
Edinburgh College of Art
Graduate Show. ‘It's made
of thick steel and very
heavy, but we managed

to get it deliverad here
safely,’ says Jack
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‘We wanted our
home to feel

grounded, warm

and handmade’

st design for a v
local stone proved prohibin
build. The couple quickly wor cd out the\, could only a urd
w see the project through if they adjusted their plan
the house themselves. So, with this in mind, Eilidh scale
back the plan to an § : etre, single-storey timber-frame
structure clad in stone.

h's design gave us all the rooms we ne

didn’t have th of bmldma a *tdl
“'()uldl'l t Jlll.l JL[UJI hvmg \PJLC\
hamc on site v th

prnptr Iy in Lon\

up about a thltd of the plo : -iss is some of the

toughest rock in the world and it wuuld have been incredibl
ilidh designed the house around it;

ulptural shape,

ich we love, and the long wind
Lts angular layout tracks the day L,h( with two corner
ets of living space that are separate yet interconnected.

ns bought on Gurmntree
ilidh’s building knowledge and the help of
YouTube. While digging the foundati
strange things, such as a shower and armchair: evidene th:u the
old property on the site had been demolished and pushed into
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EXTERIOR

Above Eilidh's timber-
frame design enabled Jack
and Alasdair to build the
house on site. Local stone
cladding by Dan Macaulay
ensures the home blends
into the landscape. The
building’s sculptural form
is a result of needing to
build around a huge rock
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SMALL SPACE SPECIAL

from wild weather

the ground rather than disposed of. The pair battled nine storms
during the build, and when Dan arrived to do the stonework,
Jack gave him his digs and relocated to a tent on top of his car.
As soon as the house was watertight, he set up camp inside.
Eilidh designed the interior with simple marerials — local
congrete for the polished floor, clay plaster walls and cedar
cladding sourced from a sawmill in the Highlands. ‘The cedar
was cheap and imperfect, but we like it that way,” admits Jack.
“We wanted our home to feel grounded, warm and handmade,
and to reflect something of ourselves — it’s a new-old house.”
The couple have settled into their home and new lifestyle
with case. Their latest business venture is a pop-up café in the
local community centre where Jack. who is an experienced
chef, makes fresh seafood pasta and they cacch up with friends,
*We couldn’t have found a lovelier spot,” says Jack. *Although
the build was gruelling, we have no regrets. Eilidh’s design is
just perfect — the house disappears into the hillside, yer people
who come to visit are often surprised by how big it is on the
inside. It’s a very special place to live)
Find out about the couple's cider business at @linncider and
renting their home in Edinburgh at @porteocus.studio. The
property won the Royal Institute of British Architects’ House
of the Year Award 2025 (izatarundell.com)

BEDROOM
Above left ‘We get lovely BATHROOM

morning light in here,” says Left Tucked into the
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Jack. ‘One of the best things
is sitting in bed and looking
through the living room
and out of the window

ta see the sun rising’

centre of the layout, this
room still manages to fit
agenerous shower, while
a roof window above the
basin provides natural light
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