"This cottage IS
TELL
OURS

In the process of updating
her 18th-century home,
this owner found herself
unexpectedly drawn to
bright patterns and lively ‘
colours, bringing warmth ¥

and joy into the hubbub of

their cosy family space
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Kelly Plks abook publicist
[folkpublicrelations.co.uk),
her husband Henry,

a solicitor, and children

Rafferty, Liberty and Rufus
‘THE PROPERTY
A four-bedroom, 18th
Grade ll-listed ¢
*r\slalw\th a 19

KITCHEN

Homeowner Kelly (pictured)
chose Little Greene's Hopper:
paintfor the island and skirting,
which coordinates perfectly
with the Lucky Leaf wallpaper
by Common Room. Victaria
stools, Cult Furniture. Cobb
pendant light, Criginal BTC
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It comes as no surprise that Kelly Pike, a book publicist, loves stories.
Especially the ones that reach back in time — the kind you might
hear, for example, when buying a period property, such as the Grade
[T-listed home she owns with her hushand Henry: “Tocal people have
shared their childhood memaories of this cottage and told us about a
group of spinster ladies who lived here at one time, which [ thought
was lovely, says Kelly. "From the moment we moved in, [ felt we
needed to add our own story and had an urge to pour warmth and
colourinto rooms ina way | hadn’t done in previous homes”

Kelly and Henry's cortage is situated on the edge of Bristal, set
within avillage surrounded by farmland, yet walkable to the city
centre, It offered the perfect solution to the couple’s conflicting ideas
ahout where to buy. *'m acity girl froma council estate in Basingstoke
and Henry grew up in a nearby village, Kelly explains. ‘Tdidn't want
tohe inan isolated spot, and | lenry was keen to give our kids the
same experience he'd had of growing up in this arca. We both fell in
leswe with the location even before we fell in love with the cottage”

“To help sell the property, the interiors had been painted white, but
the rooms were nevertheless tired, The cot tage was builtin 1744 and
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because it's listed the couple weren't able to make any architectural
changes. However, theywere happy with the downstairs living

space and the four good sized bedrooms, which they'd struggled
tofind in other period properties. "Of course. there are drawhacks!
admits Kelly. "We don't have enough space to eat in the kitchen,

but I felt we had a responsibility to love the cottage asit wasin arder
to preserve the p;lst.‘

One necessary update was ta change the ensuite and family
bathroon. Since the couple weren't allowed to dnll holes into the
original wall withour permission, they couldn't change the layour, bue
they were able to replace what was already there. "While doing these
projects, | noticed my decorating style had changed. remarks Kelly.
‘Hound myself making bold decisions with colour and pattern, such
as teaming a playful wallpaper with geometric tiles in our ensuire,
which ereated alook | i11st;|ntly loved”

With the bathrooms finished, Kelly slowly began decorating during
pockets of time between work and family ife. Her overriding aim was
w kcep the cottage vihes without it looki ngtwee. 'l like rension in my
mteriors, she s

v, 'so I mixed together things you'd expect to see in
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right Exposed stone walls,

‘timber joinery and tiled floors

woke trac nal country style

-DINING

Raphael Blue wallpaperis
oheerful backdrop for family
eals, as well as Kell

k calls. The bench seat
is upholstered with Rapture

& Wright's Moaorish Maze
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SHELVES

‘I have s0 many books and
couldn’t wait to put them on
display,’ says book publicist
Kelly about her shelving
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LIVING BOOM

Opposite and this page
Farrow & Ball's Lulworth Blue
has been used to colour
drench the walls, woodwork
and fire surround. The La
Dolce sofa from Loaf is one of
the few pieces of furniture in
the cottage. Bubble chandelier,
Dowsing & Reynolds

OMES

“TTHINK AN
INTENTIONAL
CLASH MAKES

INTERIORS
FAR MORE




BEDROOM

The wide vertical stripes
of Sandberg®

GOOD-QUALI'ES
WALLPAPER &
WORTH TH .
MONEY IN
HOUSE W Ii

A blue striped rug from Dunelm
contrasts with the room's
warm terracotta colours, and
the throw at the end of the bed, s 3 ¥ SN
from End Clothing, was = . A
inspired by American folk = =

quilts. Josef Frank Eldblomman
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wallpaper, Svenskt Tenn - : a . 3 i e ) -
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The rambling DUtSidaﬁp-)abe_' _ Lo
is as charming and [:ila'yfula -

as the cottage'sinterior 5%
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