AMAZING

Emma and Peter Daniel’s uninspiring 1970s house was
completely rejigged to create one incredible family home
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HALLWAY

‘Moving the front door was transformative as now we
come into a welcoming entrance hall,’ says Emma.
Arteak Castano wood-effect are similar floor tiles, Porcelain
Superstore. Artemis circular chandelier has this look, Pooky

SITTING ROOM

A wall of bespoke joinery creates focus and
conceals the TV, too.

Joinery in Vert de Terre, Farrow & Ball. Garret round
mirror (far left), Perch & Parrow, is similar
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HOME TRUTHS

THE PROPERTY
Detached 1970s house

ROOMS Sitting room, kitchen-
diner, utility room, study, snug,
four bedrooms, two bathrooms

LOCATION
Buckinghamshire

=== mma Daniel has a creative eye for space planning but
struggled with the interiors of her home. I lowever. she was
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b * W wanted an Impressive I‘mni]}-' house with a classic laok
that wasn't so precious we felt uncomfortable, but I didn’t

quite know how to achieve this.” explains Emma. who is a business
journalist and lives here with husband, Peter, a solicitor, and
children Charlie, cight, Georgie, six, and | £y, two. " Interior
dc&ignur Gloria Gambini made the effort to getto know us and
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created beautiful spaces that were also practical for our family.
She knew exactly where to place furniture and lighting and
added details that elevate and make our home feel spec jal’
When Emma first found this uninspiting 1970s property,
Peter was reluctant to look around. But the space, garden and
tree-lined street close to the station gave Lmma a good feeling.
‘The way the light came inta the property at the back was
really beautiful and I had ideas to extend into the side return,
she recalls. *But the ]a}-‘out was odd — we came in throu gh a

side front door and into a cramped hallway, though the adjoining
garage had potential to be converted with a main suite above”

Plans were drawn up and as the kitchen project gotu nder way,
Emnma wasn't satisfied with the garage dusign. With the distractions
of young children and a busy job, the couple decided to put the
second phase of their project on hold.

‘During lockdown, 1 took another laok at the design and felt
we could be bolder. says Emma. * The house is on a lovely plot and
dCSCr\"Cd a r’dr grﬂnd‘_‘r L‘I'Il:l‘aTICL‘." T]’]L‘ rﬂ)nt d{)()T‘ was I’L‘]OC:-ltL‘d o

DINING AREA

Wipe-clean chairs don’t shirk on
design detail, while the washable
rug is practical for family life.

Clear Ghost-style chairs, Fusion Living

KITCHEN

The structural post and curves of the
island make it a statement, quirky piece.
Try the Brooklyn dome pendant, Industville.
Wood bar stool is similar, La Maison Chic

the middle of the house. creating a generous entrance hall. The
garage was replaced, extending forward into the large driveway
toy create a h'I'IJd)"‘ cloakroom and utilft)’ room, with a main
b{_drt)()'l'n‘ fia S B 1tf_‘ a'l'ld dm.‘i&i I'Ig OO 313()\"(_'.

Emma also spent time carcfully considering the flow of the
downstairs space - the sitting room was an annoying thoroughfare
to the garden from the kitchen, hﬂ]]wﬂy and snug, ' We changed
one set of the double doors to a fixed picture window, creating a
sight line all the way t]’]ﬂlug]’] from the front door to the g:ardn_‘n,J
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BATHROOM

The hard-wearing vibrant floor stands
out against the neutral walls.

Lily Pad porcelain pistachio tiles, Ca’ Pietra

MAIN BEDROOM
“‘Iloved Gloria's idea to use panelling

‘DECIDING TO BUILD ABOVE THE actoss (e Gholawalles § males thx
GARAGE GAVE ROOM FOR THE NEW Hea_dboardirg!J_ane%hur\':,hi!I’:L._ayBa_Gr;:en
MAIN BEDROOM SUITE’ il iy

)

explains Emma. ‘Gloria’s clever furniture arrangement makes the choosing hardwearing porcelain herringbone floor tiles over real

circulation much easier to navigate” wood. ‘Americans are often house proud and their interiors reflect
Emma b::gan wnrking with Gloria Gambini Interiors to bring the local su rﬁ.mndingﬁ S Emma says. “We live on the cdgc of the

her ideas for a smart, classic home to lile. ‘Gloria was keen to Chilterns so leaned towards aPa]cttc orgrccnh' and neutrals, which

reassure me she'd create interiors that were a reflection of us.’ savs Gloria said should sing together —and that’s especially important

Lmma. ‘Trom the start she and I were on the same wavelength’ when you look back through adjoining rooms. She’s made this house
LEmma’s inspiration came from visits to family in the USA as everything we hoped for and although Peter struggled to see the

Peter is hall American. The p.anc"(_‘d hall way with the oak staircase Po‘tcntia] at the start, he's blown away with our home, oo’
was a strong idea that the builders recreated froma picture, as was ggmbini-inrenbrs,cmn

124 | 25BH AUGUST 2023



