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KITCHEN
The partition screens the kitchen
but allows light to pass through
to the living area.
. Diamond Gloss White mosaic 3D tiles,
£525q m, Tiles Direct. Green enamel
Revo pendant, £110, Vinterior

CAPE

Pauline Gidoin pairved designer pieces with high-street
Jinds in her cool yet comfortable London apartment

FEATURE JANE CRITTENDEN | STYLING MAR YLOR | PHOTOGRAPHY JAMES FRENCH
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HOME TRUTHS

THE PROPERTY
Third-floor apartment ina
converted shoe factory built in
the late-19405s

LOCATION East London
ROOMS Kitchen-living-dining
room, two bedrooms (one

en suite), bathroom
PURCHASED 017
PREVIOUS PROPERTY
‘I was renting a flat in a modern
block in Shoreditch,’ says Pauline.

or architect Pauline Gidoin, home
had been a succession of modern
rented flats until she finally bought
her ideal apartment. ‘1'd been
living in Hong Kong for 10 years and then
I moved to London,” says Pauline, who is
French. ‘As I got to know London, T
remembered how much I'd missed the
architecture of older buildings, which I'd
appreciated when I studied in Paris.
After being immersed in Hong Kong's
hectic lifestyle for so long, Pauline craved

LIVING AREA
“The rug zones the space,’
says Pauline. She chosea
leather sofa to provide a
vintage look and designed

a bank of ceiling-high
cupboards for storage.
Berber rug, £490, Ibaba Home.
Marget chair in Pink cotton
wvelvet, £499; Dallas sofain
Qutback Tan, £2,099, both
Made. Vitra Eames LCW
cowhide plywood chair,
£2,310, Innes. Ceiling-height
cupboards painted in Purbeck
Grey estate eggshell, £67 for
2.5ltr, Farrow & Ball

living somewhere quict, but also within casy
reach of bars and restaurants. ‘T really liked
the vibrancy of Brick Lane in the East End,
the mix of cultures and the arristic feel”

she says.“When 1 found my flatin an old,
converted shoe warchouse on a quict street [
fell in love with the high ceilings. brick walls
and original steel-framed windows.

Pauline cast an architect’s eye around
the flar recognising that the main living
space — comprising a kitchen, living and
dining area — was packed wirh too much

oversized furniture. She also noted the
rooms were significantly lacking storage,
‘Good room proportions meant T could
design storage without impacting the space.”
she says. ‘T created a walk-through storage
area at the entrance of my bedroom, which
acts like a buffer to give the sleeping arca
privacy. Pauline also designed a bank of
floor-to-ceiling cupboards for the living
area. 'l created a niche for the TV,
displaying books and ornaments, too,
which I've lined with oak ' she adds. “The
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DINING AREA

‘I sourced a dining

table for a perfect

fit behind the partition
wall,’ says Pauline.

Solid industrial dining table,
£725, Cosy Wood. Vitra
Standard chairs by Jean
Prouvé in oak, £650 each,
The Conran Shop.
Monochrome Abstract No 2
poster, £36.95, Desenio
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FAVOURITE
FEATURE

‘I love how the
black frame
of the kitchen
partition repeats
the style of the
original metal
windows’

KITCHEN BEDROOM BATHROOM

A retrofridge Sage walls

suits the space. temper the bath witha
Smeg fridge, £1,789, industrial feel. #i wood-effect
Marks Electrical Tolix chair, £220, .- design.
Made In Design | Rustie Oak

cupboards are painted a warm, pale grey and
have minimal lines and discreet handles so

the furniture doesn't crowd the room.
Another clever change was adding the
steel-framed glazed partition to zone the
kitchen. T like to cook but this means we
don't see the mess afterwards, says Pauline.
“We use this concept a lot in French flats —
the low wall hides the worktops and high
glazing keeps the space feeling open.”
Throughout the flat, colour is discreet

— flashes of green in the vinrage factory

Pauline clad the

Wood-effect
tiles, £16.95sq m,
Walls and Floors

pendants, a soft pink velvet chair, warm blue
bedroom storage — and materials authentic,
including exposed brick walls, steel-framed
windows and a worn wood floor.

‘1 didn’t want an aggressive colour
scheme — perhaps that's a reaction to living
in “neon” Hong Kong for so many years,’
explains Pauline. T worked with the
architecture of the flat but didn't focus
entirely on the industrial acsthetic because
too much of these materials can feel cold,
Instead, 1 picked out touches of black meral

MAIN BEDROOM
Mid-century
elements are mixed
with cosy fabrics.
Skye bed, £749, Made.
Berkley sideboard
(below), £1,082,
Maisons du Monde

and oak in every room but mixed in soft
leather, a thick wool rug and cushions.’
Inspired by her own project. Pauline has
set-up Millimetre Architecture, an interior
architecture and design studio. ‘In Hong
Kong, I spent years learning how tabe
inventive with space planning and how to
design for clients in a big firm, but I'm
enjoying working for myself in London
now, she says. “1t’s lovely to finally have my
own home and to live somewhere that is

filled with life and history" &
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