EXTERIOR

‘The enhanced grain
and sharp detailing of
the cladding gives the
extension its striking,
contemporary look,
says homeowner
Lewis Donoghue.
Shou Sugi Ban

Kebony. C

Gemma and Lewis Donoghue bought a
two-up, two-down period cottage at auction
and brought it into the 21st century
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esign enthusiasts Lewis and Gemma
Donoghue were drawn to a Dorset
house project r.']uring lockdown with

the intention L)I‘ﬂ:]uc:a.ting with their
children, Roceo, nine, and Phoenix, seven. From the
outset, the couple envisaged an ambitious modern
rear ﬂnd S'idc er(:n.'\"l-()n on I‘h(‘. Wi UP. t\v\u'()'dﬂ“‘"l'l
hame, located close to Gemma's parents.

“The property was up for auction and it had a
really beautiful outlook backing onto proteeted
heathland and a clay quarry,” explains Lewis. ‘Our
dc.\:fgn g(m] was to be as :m:]-l{r::crum”)-' interesting
as puﬁs]’b]u using local Purbeck stone and timber to
be sympathetic to the surroundings — the house is
inan area of outstanding natural beauty and close
to a site of specific scientific interest.

Lewis and Gemma own Lewel Construction

and have years orc.\cpcrfc:ncc n-'r.)t'king on h{gh--cnc]

residential projects with Gruff Architects. The
couple talked through their ideas, wanting to
retain the ()rigina] {catures of the cottage but add

Wo I‘Lﬂ‘tI‘IL‘I‘ }JL‘(_IY(’)()YUS.. a }_‘latlll‘()i)ln a"d create a
larger apen-plan ground floor.

“We had a decent amount of garden on the
side so it made sense to extend here as well as the
rear but we weren't sure il we'd get P]anning
permission,’ Lewis explains. ‘Gruff Architeets led
the way with the design and later the planners
commented on it with high regard.’

Like the planners, the couple were won over by
the black-timber-clad side addition with its pitchcd
reof that contrasted with the stone single-storey
rear. “We particularly liked the sharp wood
detailing in the design,’ says Lewis. “We researched
a r:111g(_‘ (}rti lTIIBCl‘ Clﬂdd 1 r‘lg SS]“P](?H .‘lnd [::“.'l '|'ld
Kn:bnm}-‘ to be more superior for its acsthetics,

‘THE STAIRCASE WAS MOVED TO THE MIDDLE OF THE HOUSE
TO GAIN MORE LIVING SPACE AND DEFINE AREAS’
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LIVING AREA

‘The bright orange sofa
grounds the lighter
tones in this space and
is a great colour choice
for sitting and enjoying
the sunset withadrink,’
says Gemma.

Arbor sofain Amber by
Matthew Hilton for The
Conran Shop. Theoleine
coffee table, La Redoute.
Neve pendant light by
Arturo Alvarez, Heal's.
Iris lounge chair by Huw
Evans for The Conran
Shop. Garden design,
Alladio Sims

LIVING AREA
‘Wereally like the
demi-rustic texture of
the natural clay plaster
wall, which is pigmented
with an earthy tone,
says Gemma.

Wall in NUD o2 clay
plaster, Clayworks.
Crescent corner sofain
Gypsum, Camerich, is
similar. |kagi shaggy rug,
The Conran Shop.
Humbug striped stool,
Sweetpea & Willow, is a
dood alternative

KITCHEN
Integrating the
handmade designinto
the staircase creates a
striking look that also
maximises space.
Bespoke kitchen,
Huxtable Joinery. White
Corian worktop, Dorset
Seamless Surfaces.
Revolver bar stools by
Hay, Holloways of Ludlow

"":'-bm - "'b‘_“

25BH AUGUST 2024 | 127



density, longevity and cost.” Defned architectural
details continued inside the cotrage where Lewis’
idea to move the staircase towards the middle of
the property led to a new black steel and wood
design. ‘T wanted to maximise upstairs space and
streamline the layout,’ he explains. ‘It made sense
to integrate the kitchen beneath the stairs and we
used the same black metal frameworl idea in the
hanging feature above the island.

Interiors were inspired by the contemporary
architecture and setting, A feature stone strip of
paving runs across the P()] ished concrete kitchen
floor echoing the detail on the terrace. A clay
plaster wall in the living arca nods to the nearby
quarry and the bricks used to construct the
Victorian cottage. Textured woodgrain in the
oalk kitchen cuPbo:ardx reflect the exterior

claddi ng. “We didn’t want bald colours or patterns

to fight with the architecture or beautiful views so
we used earthy materials and subtle undertones of

orange and Pink,‘ Gemma L‘.\(P].‘lin.‘\'. “Varying

textures of fluted glass, limewashed walls,
waterproof microcement and polished conerete
all give definition to the new parts of the house
without feeling overpowering,’

A sp]ash of orange fraom the sofa and curves in
the hanging cgg chairlighten the mood and soften
the architeetural elements. Mixing charity shop
treasures with designer lighting plays into the
all-important blend of old and new. “There’s
somethin gm :;.gics] about the cot tage and its
incredible views, which makes it a wonderful, calm
place to be.” says Gemma. ‘All eredit to the quality
of the build, we feel very lucky to have got planning
consent [or our Pro]'::ct.'

lewel.co.uk; groffarchiteces. cons; hebany com

‘TEXTURED LIMEWASH IN NEUTRAL BEDROOMS MAKES
STARK NEW WALLS LOOK WARM AND INVITING’

128 | 25BH AUGUST 2024

i

MAIN BEDROOM
‘The tropical artwork is
a blanket, which | had
framed without glass so
you can appreciate the
texture,” says Gemma.
Kimbie textile by Maite
Garcia at Slowdown
Studio, Made In Design.
Walls in Serene limewash,
Bauwerk Colour

EN SUITE
‘Microcement walls are
hardwearing, seamless
and waterproof,’ says
Gemma. ‘Welike the
earthy, textured finish.’
Microcement in El Alamao,
Relentless Microcement,
Munich fluted shower
screen, Bathraom
Mountain, is similar

BEDROOM

Graphic textiles and

a rustic mirror add
interest to the simple
menochrome scheme.
Vintage mirror, Sunbury
Antiques Market.
Bellingdon lamp table by
Ercol, John Lewis &
Partners, is similar. Sokobe
abstract linen cushion
covers, La Redoute

CHILDREN'S
BEDROOM

The couple reinstated
the fireplace here, using
one from another room.
Skandi White Two Tone
wardrobe, Habitat
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