My problem kitchen

It was tiny for this size of house and not

a family kitchen at all. It was a bit of a DIY
botch job, with cupboard doors clashing
with one another, no dishwasher, and no
dedicated space for eating and socialising.

How | made it work

| designed a single-starey extension going
out five metres across the back of our
10-metre-wide house. Now, we have a

huge kitchen-dining-living room that gives
everyone space Lo do everything they need
to do, without being on top of one ancther,

My favourite part

A large extension can feel empty without
proper planning, so I'm really pleased with
how we've nailed the flow of the layout. | also
loved moodboarding the space, and the thrill
of sourcing a vintage bargain that makes it
unigue to us. There's nothing Id change.

‘Colour is 5o joyous bul it's
impartant 1o create balance

like | do in my graphic design
projects, says Mel.’| had my

heart set on seating and art that
popped with a pared-back kitchen'

I'm Melanie Sramek-Bennett, a
freelance graphic designer and art
director @aspaceforsomething
| live here with my husband,
Darren, also a graphic designer,
and our children aged 17 and 13.
We've lived in our four-bed 1960s
house in Hove, East Sussex, since
Novernber 2015,

Home upgrades

I'm not afraid
to be bold!

Melanie Sramek-Bennett combined Scandi simplicity with eye-catching

Pop Art and mid-century furniture in her multifunctional space

Style idea
Create an
eye-cafehing
feature with
unusual pieces | v
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Mel bought the trio of bright P zZ
yellow vintage lecture chairs on §
a whim from Vine Street Vintage. o
She intentionally hung \ N S
the orange artwork off-centre. [ o %
I like asymmetrical design and P
things that are slightly off she sa F
&
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Home upgrades

The warm-grey kitchen has | love Bute Fabri
a simple Scandi look, and conzists palette; says Mel e
mostly of drawers for ease of - - such unusual colo the electric
access. The units were reasonable, " > blue wool upholstery, with its flecks
' 50 we splashed out on a Bora . of neon yellow and grey’
~ hob with a built-in extractor,
which is very practical,' says Mel

love the sixties design era so we were on
the hunt for a 1960s house where | could dial
up the interiors with bold style, colour and
atouch of Scandi, This chalet bungalow was
perfect, with wide rooms and a huge garden. We
knew from the start that we'd extend and knock
through, because the separate dining reom and
kitchen were too small. However, our application
to build a double-starey extension was refused,
s0 | redesigned a single-storey addition with ceilings
as high as allowed to create volume and 3 sense
aof space. It took three years to get permission.

| adore colour, whether it's in my branding and
design work, or my home. My Pinterest boards are
full of colourful furniture and | was really inspired by
Morag Myerscough's vibrant home on Instagram.
| was tempted by a yellow kitchen but, to absorb
the madness of the brights elsewhere, | decided
to create cohesiveness with neutral cupboards.

Darren is all about details and accuracy and |
throw in colour and design, so we work well as
a team. We designed a low-level kitchen with a
neat bank of cupboards for a pantry, fridge-freezer
and oven, hidden along the new utility room wall
where the old kitchen used to be. \We created the
waork triangle with the hob on the island. A local,
no-frills kitchen shop did us a good deal and we
found a company up north for the worktop, which
was much cheaper than anywhere else, even with
delivery. We got a lot for our meney by shopping
around and buying secondhand.

We all love hanging out in here now. | don't think
this is the end though! I'm always moving art or
furniture, and | might paint a mural on the back wall
— it's a great way to keep the room feeling fresh.
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"= Mel spent an afternoon
earning how to make
lampshades, and crafted
this one from DIY
colour-in wallpaper by
Jon Burgerman, then
fitted it to a lamp base

Plywood cladding draws the
eye up and makes the most
of the ceiling height
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llike furniture and art with
character that isn't afraid to
stand out, says Mel, This is what
draws my eye. I'm a real hunter’

Mel bought the swivel chair in a
junk shop for £20 years ago, and
had it reupholsteredina WOE
fabric from a mill on the lsle of Bute
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Valore Smocth Mood Grey
kitchen, £3,000, The Cabinet Door
Shop, Osternis tanned leather
handles, £17 per pair, IKEA. Wall
painted in durable mattin 7016
by Albany, £46.49 for 2.5L, Brewers
Decorator Centres. Bacana Grey
corka plank flooring, £63 per sq m,
The Colourful Flooring Company.
For similar, try Tolix low stools
in Turguoise Blue, Zinc Yellow
and Traffic Blue, £69.99 each,
Tables&Tops. For similar, try Lindby's

Mefeli pendant light, £64.90, Lights.

co.uk, Sofas upholstered in Bute

Fabrics Alchemy fabric in Hawall,

£83 per m, Top Designer. Chairs
upholstered in Lohko in Liquorice/
Hernp, £36 per m, Scion; for similar,
try Cosi wool-look weave in Spring
Melt, £24.95 per m, Modelli Fabrics.

For similar, try The Colours of
Liverpool cushion cover, £25, Tate
Shop. For sirmilar, try oak block side
table, £59, J&R Woodcraft

Style advice

Three simple tricks to try in your own home

| Zone for comfort

The extension is a generous 50 sq m, so the layout
needed careful thought. A wall of drawers set out the
linear layout with a bank of flaor-to-ceiling cupbeards
tucked out of sight. The island, with stool seating for
casual dining, frames the kitchen and provides the
link between food prep and eating,Low-level lighting
defines the table, made in white plywoaod to reflect
the white frame of the 1960s sofa that creates the
next boundary for the living space. Everything feels
separate, even though it's one room, says Mel

2 Harmonise bright colours

Mel balanced her passion for bright colours with a
grey kitchen, anchored by an anthracite wall. ‘Even
though the room is avertly bright, and | sort of throw
things together, there is some order In my decisions;
she says.'| chose warm-grey cuphoards, which quietly
blend inta the background, while everything else in
the space stands out. We were lucky the cork floor was
a geod match for the docrs, and together with the
plywood ceiling and camel leather handles, creates
warmth and harmony in the colourful room!

3 Customise furniture

Mel bought the sideboard from a friend, put together
a colourful collection of original mid-century seating,
and Darren's brother made the wooden side tables.

‘I had the secondhand swivel chair reupholstered

in an aqua green wool fakbric, says Mel. The pair

of mic-century armchairs by Jaroslav Smidek are
fram Slovakia. My dad, wha's from Czechia, has

a flat there, and it was cheaper for his friend to drive
them over than to buy herg! My mum upholstered
one of them with the leftover green fabric to match!
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