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HOME
TRUTHS

THE PROPERTY
Duplexin a converted
warehouse building

ROOMS Kitchen, F"M
dining room, sitting i \w

room, three bedrooms,
two bathrooms

LOCATION
North London

DINING ROOM

‘The lavender blue chandelier
is my favourite piece -1 love
the contrast with the black
details and wood,” says Emma. | '
Bubble Cloudlet chandelier, r > - - = =
Dowsing & Reynolds, is similar. - i P
Zaragoza extending dining table, .
John Lewis. Cesca-inspired 5
dining chairs, Where Saints Go

OFFICE AREA

‘11 the foldii

boughL their Airst home mgcthcn lhcy 00N do:‘r’edes:g:th:‘tg | .“ llﬂ ;|
discovered they had diffenng interior desigﬂ closes off the | — Ll

tastes. ‘1 had clear ideas about bnght colours,
geometric patterns, mid-century and lots of accessories,” says

hen Emma Gardette and her husband Romain

Imma,a doctor. ‘Romain couldn’t see my vision; he prefers
industrial materials. neutrals and cverything to be ridy”

Emma and Romain had rented in this part of north
London for scveral years and kept their property scarch
tight so they could continue living in the handy location
for work, public transport and amenitics.

‘Romain liked the industrial feel of this duplex ina
(Cﬂ\‘e[ted wa rfho‘lse ﬂnd we both ]D\f‘fd tl]e ‘-\'l‘ﬂdo“—'s, Wl]l(h
flooded rooms with light” Emma recalls. ‘It'sa unigue la}out
FD]' a ﬂ;\t as tllf threﬂ li\"ll]g SPHCES are Dwﬂ to one zulDther,
but separate, and bedrooms and bathrooms are upstairs.’

The duplex had the dated air of the 90s and was in
desperate need of a refresh. To begin with, Emma threw
herself into designing both bathrooms and worked on the
kitchen with Howdens. But juggling work and family life
with children, Elisa, now five, and Vicroria, 18 monrhs,
became increasingly fraught.

‘I hadn’t done anything like this before and after late
n ights choosing tiles and other pieces, | realised I'd taken

on too much,’ she says. The couple still had the dining room
and sitting room to plan and went looking for a designer,
However, Emma was wary they might not understand what
she and Romain wanted to achieve. ‘Tt was a relief to find
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MAIN BEDRCOM
Geometrics in the
cushions and art draw
on Emma’s love of
mid-century style.
Donna Wilsen's

Balance Shapes
cushion, West Elm, is
similar. Contrast Rocks
print, H&M Home
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chairs, John U

Pauline Gidoin at MM Studio as we immediately clicked
— possibly as we're all French! T also liked that she isn'tan
Instagram designer but a trained architect.”

Lmma felt strongly about having a colourful rug in the
sitting room and talked fondly about the mid-century
influence in her grandparents’ house. Romain described being
comfortable ina minimalist environment and a preference for
industrial materials, greens and blues. Looking at products in
isolation doesn’t always make sense so 1 used 312 designs and
mood boards to show how | could balance their contrasting
styles,” Pauline explains. “Warm white walls, sleek bespoke
jUi]]('r) ﬂml (Ul(‘llrful r']rﬂiﬁl’]illgb !)L‘CGI‘DL‘ th(' SUllltiDﬂ.‘

The couple also discussed a home office and shelving in
the sitting room alcoves. Pauline steered them towards an
entire wall of joinery. “T'he mix of wood and painted doors
is an amazing piece of design that modernises the room,
says Emma. Pauline produced furniture |;|youts, especiali}'
important in the narrow dining room where the table needed
to seat six and extend to eight. She also found a way o hide
hallway clutter visible through a floor-to-ceiling internal
window. ‘Panelling replaces the lower glass panes and we
painted the frame black so it looks industrial.” says Emma.

Emma sourced a builder whose team spent several
months refurbishing the duplex, including bringing Pauline’s
bespoke joinery design to life. “The outcome is exactly what T
hoped for in our first home, says Lmma. "Romain and I are
both very happy - Pauline made it very easy for us P
mmstudiointerior.cont

r 1

‘A KEY TURNING POINT WAS WHEN OUR
‘ARCHITECT SHOWED ROMAIN HOW WE COULD
BRING IN COLOUR AND WARMTH WITHOUT
LOSING HIS LOVE OF CLEAN MINIMALISM’

i II

depth I.ntheh‘alli {
while the vertical i
pattern draws the eye
up to create volume,
Oska Jungle gre
| mattrtiles, Mand

wall-hung
Wctcrian‘PlLi_




