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Passivhaus with
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usanna Geoghegan spent 20 vears determinedly making spent a year looking in both pla shie 5avs nted a site with
her way through a variety of renovation projects until she beautitul views to the front and ba 15 a modest ¢x ha
could afford to create her own home from scratch. So. when could manage as L got older” Fventuallv Susanna came across an
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¢ inaiy arrived and she had planning permission extended 190Us bungalow in Wendover, & had zero charm bt
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for a self build in her hand, Susanna surprised herself by totalls
re-evaluating her style aspirations for the new abode.

“A sustainable design consultant, David Strong, purchased the
bungalow next door to me and had plans to build an ene
property there, with excellent eco credentials” says Susanna, “We

spoke at length and what he said made great sense. 1 soon decided

RN

that this was the kind of project | wanted to do, too”

Sustainable aspirations
susanna put the brakes on her scheme. The concept of living in
an ultra energy efficient home was a good fit with her long: Et:::m
retirement plan, plus her objective to build a future. pmr.-.i"%_'m'w, er
property, designed tor any medical or ageing eventuality, “I'm an
only child and don't have children of my own, so I needed a house
that would be able to accommodate live-in carers, should | require
them, she says. “1 also wanted it to be wheelchair-friendly. And the
idea of having low, or virtually no, energy bills really appealed to me:
At the start of her selt build journey, Susanna had been ven
methodical in her search for a plot. She looked throughout the
whole of southern England for a town with pretty, rural outskirts
and accessible amenities so that she wouldn't have to rely on using a
car. Eventually she settled on two potential locations: Wendover,
close to where she lived, and another village near Winchester. *!
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Each of the upstairs bedrooms h&s its own ensuite

shower, with sanitaryware supplied by Grant & Stone A

on the drawings, but by the time 1'd given Paul a more accurate
brief for this, the bill tripled to around £12.000"

Susanna is pleased with how her home has turned out, designed
exactly for what she needs now and for any eventuality in the future.
She's looking forward to experiencing the benefits of the Passivhaus
construction once she’s lived through her first winter here.

“I've enjoyed the whole self build experience. In lots of ways there
was far less stress than some of the other projects P've worked on,

because there are fewer unknowns ina new build” she says. “Going

- through the different designs was part of my journey and there’s

A e,

- ';'.-;

nothing I would change, which is a sign of satisfaction. This is my
forever home and no other property could be better suited to me!

Useful contacts
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ARCHITECT & PASSIVHAUS DESIGNERS Eco Design Consultants T
01908 383490 www.ecodesignconsultants.co.uk GROUNDWORKS
Putman & Sons 01844 347944 www. c-puthamandsons.co.ukFOUNDATIONS
Advanced Foundation Technology 01457 863083 www.advancedfoundation
technologylimited.co.uk TIMBER FRAME & MVHR Touchwood Homes 01279
283066 www.touchwoodhomes.co.uk BUILDING CONTRACTOR Self Build
Solutions 07989 402191 www.selfbuildsolutions.com ELECTRICIAN GDM
Electrical 07871 905150 www.gdmelectrical.com PLUMBER STP Plumbing
& Heating 07877 577443 WINDOWS Internorm www.internorm.com FRENCH
& FRONT DOOR(S) infinite Windows 01908 785366 www.infinitewindows.
co.uk KITCHEN tkea www.ikea.com STAINLESS STEEL WORKTOR 1D Metal
Fabrications 07786 397950 RATHROOMS Grant & Stone 01286 337113
www.grantandstone.co.uk FLOOR TILES & INSTALLATION Chiltern Tiles
U1296 661772 www.chilterntiles.co.uk HARD LANDSCAPING Country
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