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bungalow. Our initial plan was to get planning permission we
were happy with and sell the property on.”

The couple have a One bank account that holds savings and
mortgage together. As their house value was high and their
repayments low, they were able to use the difference to buy the
property. Of course, this meant their mortgage payments went
upand put pressure on them to sell the bungalow quickly. Around
this time, Billie's dad, retired builder Keith Owen, suggested the
couple take on the project themselves and buil
manageable home, The Holdens are a busy pair — Billie is a medical

operational d
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children, Liv, now 16, and Jacob, 20, were fast growing-up soit
didn't seem such a silly idea to downsize”

The opportunity also brought the possibility of being mortgage-
free. "We had £250,000 to pay for the build but we'd have to do the
majority of the work ourselves!" says Billie. “I asked dad to help

out, particularly with the technical side of things, and fortunately
my parents love a project and were very excited to be involved”
As the idea picked up pace, the Holdens decided to increase the
size of the bungalow plot, using land from a field they owned that
ran alongside the property’s rear boundary. "We also had a strip of
lawn behind our garage that we didn't use,” adds Billie, "This tripled

allows the o
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the width of the plot, making the overall size about half an acre”
Mark’s brother-in-law, a land agent, drew up site plans for the new
plot. The information was submitted to the Land Registry through a
solicitor and within a couple of weeks the documentation was legal.

Dreams in oak

By this time, Billie and Mark had their eye on an oak frame house
nearby. “We'd had enough of living in a big house and I was keen
on the classic ‘chocolate box’ cottage with a big porch,” says Billie.

“When we began investigating, we realised oak wasn't as expensive

as we thought.'

The first oak frame company they approached didn't

respond, but they carried on
looking and found Welsh Oak
Frame in Build It. “Design
director, Emyr Davies, came
to see us the following week
with a range of house designs,”
says Billie. "He was personable,
understood what we wanted
and we instantly connected
with him. Even though ours
was a small project, we were
made to feel that Welsh Oak
really wanted to work with

us” The couple looked in their
brochure and spotted a cottage
in Kelsall, Cheshire that they
liked and decided to visit the

village to take a closer look
“A chance conversation with
a waitress in the local pub
pointed us in the right
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NAMES Billie-Jean & Mark Holden
OCCUPATIONS Pari-time medical

v & ey

TYPE OF PROJECT Self build
STYLE Cottage

CONSTRUCTION METHOD
Oak frame

PROJECT ROUTE

Weish Oak Frame structure

& design. Owner project
management & build

PLOT SIZE 0.5 acres

LAND COST £165,000
BOUGHT January 2015

HOUSE SIZE 198m"

PROJECT COST £250,000
PROJECT COST PERM* £1,263
TOTAL COST £415,000

VAT RECLAIM £25,000
BUILDING WORK COMMENCED
September 2015

BUILDING WORK TOOK
Two years & eight months

CURRENT VALUE
£600,000

direction;” says Billie, "We stood outside and
knew absolutely this was the kind of house
we wanted to build. The cottage didn't look
new and out of place, it had a lovely old feel
and the porch looked really invit

Billie and Mark spoke to Emyr:
ould be

incorporated into our house," says Billie.
“It didn't matter that it was smaller than

explained that any features

other projects they'd worked on and we

didn't feel constrained with the design at all”
A pre-planning conversation indicated

the couple would likely get permission for

a one-and-a-half storey house. They could

also encompass the footprint of an old single

garage, a shed and brick shelter into their
new home. Emyr set to work on the design,
using the Kelsall cottage as a starting point.
He suggested changes to the rear witha
central picture window flanked by doors,
and a large dormer above to create a vaulted
ceiling in the landing and bathroom. “The

design gives a lovely feeling of height and

space,’ says Billie. It has a real wow factor
effect when you walk in

All systems go

Plans were submitted in June 2015, followed
by three months of wrangling over the
design. When approval came through that
September, the couple were still living in
their house next door, although it was on
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PAY A FIXED PRICE TO TRADES. Brickies are hard to come by near us so we agreed
a day rate, We still had to pay them when the weather tumed bad and they finished early. The
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Planning frustrations...
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@ Floor plans

Ground floor
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we Lo Dining Shug
room
Liility
Lounge
Kitchen
1 —
First floor
Bathroom
Mastar Bedmom
bedroom
Ensuste
Bedroom
Dressing room

House plans ra-created using
Build It 30 Home Designer software.
www.buildit.couk/3dsoftware
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Groundworks

Oak frame

Foundations

External windows & doors
Roof structure & covering
Floor, wall & ceiling finishes
Joinery & fittings

Plumbing & heating
(incl. bathroom & kitchen)

Electrics

Decorating

External works,
garage & driveway

nflation in

£7,000

£76,000
£3,000

£16,000
£20,000
£10,500
£12,000

£45,000
£7,500
£8,000

£45,000

Useful contacts
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www.theoakfieldsgroup.co.uk




