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Architecture spans the centuries
in this grade |l listed house, which
had created a dysfunctional layout
before Mark Camillin and Liam
Denny resolved the problems by
reconfiguring the floorplan and
adding a multi-storey extension

WORDS JANE CRITTENDEN PHOTOS RICHARD DOWNER
henarchitects Mark Camillin and his partner Liam
Denny saw this four-bedroom grade [ listed house

in Hampshire, they knew the prop
right location, but they didn't immedi

moment, we knew this was the house for us!
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glorious outside space,” says Mark. C ] up on the
opportunity i e beautiful setti ithin reach of London,
and decided to find a coherent solution to the jumbled layout”

Research & reconfiguration

Since the property d and nestl

rching the history of our home became a
y s essential for the planning consent we
needed —we threw ours into the journey”

house was builtin 1

phonedi

inthe ne

discovered ther

dining room and s
iginal malm

1940s, and when the bathroom w

itled to big internal layout changes. In 1989 the house was
again. “In every century the house en adifferent identity a
this was why the lavout didn't make sense;” says Marl.
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The mishmash architecture pushed the circulation of the house
through the middle room — the oldest part of the house. Here, a
1950s staircase led to the first floor, while a narrow hallway opposite
stepped up to the late 1980s living room extension. “The kitchen and

living room were unreasonably far apart, so the solution was to

relocate the stairs to a small, two-storey stairwell off the kitchen,”

says Mark. “Now, the first flight goes to a half-landing and living
room, while the second carries on to bedrooms and bathrooms”
The double height extension also created a dressing room to one

of the four bedrooms (two of which were already ensuite) and a

separate main bathroom. Downstairs, the 1980s boot room, WC

and laundry room were knocked through to allow for a new kitchen-
diner. This meant that the old kitchen-diner, with its low ceilings,
could be transformed into a new utility and cloakroom.

They carried on tweaking the drawings over a two-year period
until they'd resolved all the problems. “We were in lockdown some
of the time, so we didn’t have much to do except plant vegetables in
the morning and do the design work in the afternoon,” says Mark.
“Then we'd sit on an idea for a few weeks and change it again.”

One sticking point was that Mark and Liam wanted a porch but
that meant taking down a garden wall. “We couldn’t do this because

a tree survey had shown the nearby yew to
be very old;" says Mark. “We were in total

agreement the work could damage the roots.

Qur ‘eureka’ moment arrived when we
decided to move the front door, which

turned out to make perfect sense. It's further

along the same wall and opens into the old
dining room, now a lovely large entrance

area, while the dingy hallway became part of

the kitchen-diner. All the tricky parts came
together and cemented our final design.”
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Above: Heritage-style
windows and glazed
doors are cleverly
placed to maximise light
flow, Right: As well as
tha utility area, there is
a spacious pantry to the
other end of the kitchen.
There is plenty of room
for storage and means
the kitchen can be laft
free from clutter.
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NAMES Mark Camillin & Liam Denny
OCCUPATIONS Architects
LOCATION Hampshire

TYPE OF PROJECT Renovation
& extension

STYLE 1780s house with
contemporary extension
CONSTRUCTION METHOD
Cavity walls

PROJECT ROUTE Owner designed
& managed with building contractor

HOUSE COST £1,350,000
BOUGHT 2019

HOUSE SIZE 331m*
(incl. garage & annexe)

PROJECT COST £500,000
PROJECT COSTPERM? £1,312
TOTAL COST £1,850,000

BUILDING WORK COMMENCED
February 2021

BUILDING WORK TOOK One year
CURRENT VALUE £2,500,000

Above: The kitchen is
abrght and luxurious
space. The mint green
units are finished
perfectly with the white
counter tops, a
exposed bri
adds and ex
character. The kitchen
is & real hub, leading
to the dining and living
room through one
door, the utility through
another — the pantry
sits at the ather end
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Getting planning permission
‘The couple sought planning for the two-
storey stairwell extension and an air source s e

! E g of heritage aluminium
heat pump to replace the oil-burning boiler. .4 doors, offesing
They wanted solar panels on the garage rool  plenty of light and an

and to convert itsloft, As this was already set  easy flow between
indoor and outdoaor
spaces. It is a self-
contained zone and can
double up as a home
office when needed.

Above: The living raom
leads outto a terrace
space through two sets

intoa sloping section of the plot, there was
the opportunity to extend the loft floor
outwards to make a home office and self-
contained annexe with a terrace.

The couple approached the local listed Right: The small
buildings officer with their pre-planning staircase in the kitchen
leads to the annaxe

application — and, as they had hoped, their
painstaking research paid off. “Fortunately, he supported our
design ideas. He also liaised with the planning officer on our behalf
throughout the process,” says Mark. “It was great to find out that the
South Downs National Park requirements were forward-looking,
too, and sustainability conscious, which tied in with our plansto
make our home as energy efficient as we could.”

‘The couple submitted their planning application in July 2020
and received approval in October. Two factors had worked in
their favour. First, the changes were mostly at the rear, within
the valley of the two existing roofs and not visible from the front.
Secondly, a large proportion of the alterations were associated with
the 1989 extension and wouldn't aftect the heritage fabric of the
house. “These were important considerations as the setting of a
historic building is as important as the building itself)” says Mark.

Starting the work
Mark and Liam went out to tender with five building contractors,
choosing Holstocks Construction, run by Matt Luff, and based ina
neighbouring village. “Matt has built fantastic holiday houses on his
farm from empty barns, with zinc roofs and high-grade windows
and materials," says Mark. “His quote was quite a bit lower than the
highest tender and we got on well; he'sa good problem-solver!”

The couple moved out of the property in January 2021. They
stayed in Winchester, which is nearby, so they weren't too far from
site. Renovations began and, luckily, the weather was kind as part

of the roof had to come off while the foundations were dug for the

small extension. During this time, an ecologist came to check the
exposed eaves for bats, and thankfully none were found.

Difficulties arose when they discovered that some of the existing
walls didn't have foundations, and so would need underpinning,
The news didn't come as a total surprise to Mark and Liam, who
understand renovating can often reveal hidden problems along
the way, especially in a property as old as this.

By May, the stairwell extension structure was builtand the roofers
began. “We experienced some difficulties tying the new infill roof
to the existing one, because it’s between two parts of the house and
needed acomplex geometric design,” says Mark. “The early stages
of the project were the slowest and set us back by three months.”

Mark and Liam rejected ideas for a twee cottage-style staircase
and cold contemporary glass. [nstead they bought a basic pine
structure from Stairbox. “The builder built the halflanding that
connects the living room extension and fixed the two flights to
that,” says Mark. “We painted the whole thing white, which looks
beautiful against the exposed blue brickwork, and then we added
oak details. Tt was a ridiculously cheap option for us!’

Upgrading energy performance
Aswell as knocking through to create more workable rooms, the
project tackled energy efficiency. Conservation double-glazed
hardwood windows replaced single glazing along with heritage-style
aluminium bifolds and French doors. External cavity walls — with
the exception of the original malmstone wall — were internally lined
with insulating plasterboard. Anair source heat pump heats hot
water and the underfloor heating on both floors. “We chose air
source as it didn't require large areas of garden to be excavated and
we'd had good experiences on our other properties,” says Mark.
Solar PV panels were fitted to charge the couple’s car and reduce
costs — the overall fuel bill came down from £4,000 per year in
2019 to just over £150in 2022, “It’s unbelievable to think we live

Above: The roof voids
of the bedrooms and
bathroom were
exposed 1o show off
the vaulted ceilings to
their best effect. These
rooms highlight the
eclectic interior styles,
with a mix of country
chic and industrial. All
the rooms were tackled
on an individual basis to
give a unique character
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TAKING TIME OVER THE DESIGN
i meant no changes were needed during

i the work, which could have easily made

i it more complicated and expenswa

THOROUGH HISTORICAL
{ RESEARCH meantwe'd left no stone
i unturned when we approached the listed
buildings officer with aur plans to change
i the grade |l isted building.

MOVING OUT during the bmld was

i areally good idea for us. We thought it i
i would be a false economy for the builders
i tohave to work around us and keep all H
i the utilities connected.

ina house builtin the 1780s, vetin 2023
we're totally fossil-fuel free in a property
with a B energy rating,” says Mark.

Harmony between old & new
The whole house benefits from brand new
plumbing and electrics, and kitchen is the
last project to be finished. With sucha

mix of architectural themes and styles, the
couple tackled the interiors of each room

by taking cues from their historical features.
“The only common element is the oak

flooring, which we used mostly throughout, except the kitchen and
entrance hall where there is slate,” says Mark. “We added panelling
to the 1989 living room extension and exposed the vaulted ceilings
inthe bedrooms. The interiors are a blend of industrial, cottage,

steampunk, hints of Georgian, and Arts & Crafts — which sounds
odd but somehow our curated approach really works”

Mark and Liam moved back in during February 2022 and are
delighted with the final results. “Thisis the first ime we've bought
ahouse that we didn't initially love and, it has turned out to be the

best project we've ever done for ourselves,” says Mark. “A large part
is because of the time and energy we putinto the designat the
beginning. But we're also lucky to have a beautiful garden, amazing

views, and live in a friendly community who have transformed
our lives —we've really found the best of all worlds.”
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Choosing the right bricks...

Mark and Liam usually lean towards modern architecture but
were committed to keeping the character and feel of the old
house. They steered away from stark contemporary materials
and found a resolution with Staffordshire blue brick. “Historic
England’s guidance states that cleverly chosen contrasting
materials in a modern design may work for some buildings,
where the extension can be clearly read as different to the old
house” says Mark. “The blue brick worked because the new parts
look obviously modern but blend with the existing masonry.” Leaving the blue
brick exposed inside makes the new stairwell a key interior design feature, too.

Blue Masonpy

e TOTAL BUILD COST BREAKDOWN
Elements : Total cost
Ground floor General building works €189  14%  £72,000
Excawvation, concrete
& waterproofing £175 13% £66,650
Zinc roof £45 3% £17000
Windows & doors £129 10% £49,000
Staircase £7 1% £2,500
Electrics £36 3% £13,850
Plumbing £76 6% £29,000
Joinery £66 5% £25,000
Insulation 252 4% £20,000
Solar PV £24 2% £9,000
Air source heat pump
& underfloor heating £66 5% £25,000
First floor Kitchen £50 4% £19,000
Bathrooms £66 5% £25,000
Flooring £39 3% £15,000
Garage annexe £262 20% £100,000
Bedieom Landscaping £31 2%  £12,000
Note: The costs shown here reflect the onginal prices for materials, labour
and services at the time this project was undertaken. As a general guide,
inflation in the construction market runs at about 3%-4% per annum
(although current rates of inflation are significantly higher).

ARCHITECT Camillin Denny Dasign 01730 8234 72 www.eamilindenny.com STRUCTURAL ENGINEER MeBath Structural 022 9308 8416 vaww.inchethstructural.

couk CONTRACTOR Holstock Construction 07794 357438 WINDOWS & DOORS Hussey & Briggs 01308 422366 wwwhusseyandbriggs.co.uk STAFFORDSHIRE
BRICKS Ketley Brick 01384 78361 www.ketley-brick.couk JOINERY & KITCHEN ME&W Architectural Joinery 01403 820250 EATHROOMS Tikamoon 020 3514 7098
wewiw likamoon.co uk UK Bath www.ukbathrooms.com Victoria Plum 0344 264 4141 wwwavictoriaplum.com LIGHTING Industville 020 7671 7871 www industville.co.uk
John Lewis & Partners www.johnlewis.com The Wall Lighting Company 01580 712805 www.thewallightingcompany.couk AR SOURCE HEAT PUNMF Total Renewable
Solutions 01749 340490 www.totalrenewablesolutions.com SO LAR PV Infinity Energy Services 0800 909 8882 www.irfinity-energy.co.uk
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