SUMMER HOMES

 ‘Wevekeptthe
bones of the house
,,a_nd added colour’

Erica and Jim Burton
sympathetically reworked
the look and layout of their b
Leicestershire period semi
with a modern twist to
better suit family life

Worels JANE CRITTENDEN
Pluitowrephy JAMES FRENCH
Strling MARISHA TAYLOR
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SUMMER HOMES

1 Design details
'l bought the pink Cevica Good Vibes tiles from Tiles Direct very early
on, as | knew | wanted them to contrast with a dark blue kitchen,’ says
Erica. The couple bought wood for the shelves from a DIY shop and
painted them in a colour-match to the cupboards, while the Abode
Althia brushed brass mixer tap complements the cabinetry handles

hen Erica Burton firsl viewed the daded
19305 semi that was Lo become home five
vedrs ago, she instantly pictured how it
could work [or her voung family. 1 loved
the idea of a hig entertaining space at the hack of the house,
decorated with a modern dark and pink colour scheme! she
explains, Tknew we could do something with the downstairs
lavomt and also extend npwards, but we didnt want to get
Lo exeited wndil we gol a couple ol quotes,

Mowing from a new-build property, the couple eraved the
character ofa period home with more space; plus, they wanted
Lheir two daughiers o have their own bedrooms, “We knew
we conldn't afford to do a loft conversion as well as reconfigire =
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+- Dining area
Erica has continued
the cohesive palette,
painting the dining
chairs the same colour
- Personal Touch by
Crown - as the shelves,
and the dark blue
table legs to match
the kitchen cupboards

Step inside...

Meet the owners

Erica Burton (@renovating
no53), a marketing director
for a luxury carpet brand, lives
here with her husband Jim, a
warehouse manager for the
same company, and daughters
Amelie, 10 and Hattie, 8

House details

Athree-bedroom, 1930s
semi in Market Harborough,
Leicestershire

When they bought it

January 2019



Seating area

The darker part of the extension was designated

for relaxing, so a neutral schermne and William Wood
Brooklyn mirror help bounce the light. ‘I painted the
gallery wall in Paint & Paper Library’s Desert Rose to tie in
with the Facebook Marketplace dresser | upcycled, says
Erica, who used reeded moulding and Mercury brass
handles from Plank Hardware for the finishing touches

Visit goodhomes
magazine.com for easy
projects to add wow
to your walls and
personalise your
schemes

SUMMER HOMES

Lhe ground lloor recalls Erica. 'So we locused ona
design solution that would hopelully meet both oplions
‘The couple drew-up three layout designs: a single-storey
exlension. a double-storey extension above the kitchen,
and awraparaund extensionwith a donble-storevon
the side, then asked a builder friend to give them a rough
pricing onall three, It made no sense to pay lor architect
plansand find we conldnt afford to bnild what we
witnled, savs Erica, "W really wanted the third oplion,
anc o include alarge masler suite, bul financially it
made sense to go with option two!

Lricaand Jim then ook their linal drawing o an
architect who worked np their ideas, and even created -
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SUMMER HOMES

space for autility room using some of the old kitchen. intheir living room and then later. moving this upstairs.
Extendingabove the kitchen gave the couple a bigger “Ihe kids thought it was a great adventure and we all got
main hedroom, while an unnsed box roomwas converted  nsed to watching TV in the evenings on a mattress in

into a walk-in wardrobe. Openingup the dewnstairs onr hedroom, recalls Frica. Apart from the oak parquet
space loenjoy more social activities as a family, the layoul looring that | saved lor, as Thad my heart sel onil, the

is now much more fuid, with the conple alsoaligning kitchen onlytook around four months to finish!

ceiling heighis and reinstating period leatures such as the Onee the renovation work was complele, Urica couldnt
picture rail, coving and a lireplace, The lmily staved put watil Lo getstarled adding the interior linishing touches. 'l
duringthe renovations, settingup a makeshift kitchen wanted the bones of the house to have a period feel with a =

« Living room
Period features were
reinstated with a 1930z
fireplace from Ebay
finished in Lick's Teal
03, and Marais Green
hearth tiles from the
Porcelain Superstore.
The plush arange sofa,
gifted by Erica’s curtain-
maker mum, provides a
bold contrast that works
perfectly against the
teal backdrop

Hallway -

Erica made the shelves,
painted in the same

Lick shade as the living
room, adding baskets
for useful storage. The
mix of blue with Vid's
Herringbane parquet
flooring in ZB101 Frozen
Umbker from Fenston
Carter, balances modem
and traditional. | love
parquet and wouldn't
compromise, so we
saved-up and it was one
of the last things we did,’
says Erica. The Sheridan
Steampunk pendants
are from Value Lights
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T Bathroom Erica chose Linwood's vibrant Rainforest Rabble wallpaper in
Juniper from Wallpaperdirect, which inspired the green walls, painted in The
Botanist by Paint & Paper Library. Without the luxury of an en suite, the wall-hung
Empire double vanity from Better Bathrooms provides both space and storage
finished with a JTP brushed basin tap from Victarianplumbing.co.uk.
Discotheque Ultravox floor tiles from Claybrook complete the look

mix of dark, ric combined wilh warm, pale pinks,
xplain
nt brands, as [ didn't want

i point forthe entire scheme was the
iles in the kitchen, which have

P

T Main bedroom
Walls painted in Lick’s Beige 03 with green
i s room a relaxed
2 xisting Ercol Teramo
furniture is great quality but looked too
orange so | used % oil tint in wilh the walls in dark Leal;
white to change the ton Erica heteal toatrangui
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4+ Hattie's bedroom
'l began with Farrow &
Ball's Potted Shrimp for
the walls in here then
painted the furniture in
Calke Green,’ says Erica.
"The space needed
another colour and the
mustard works really
well The pretty scallop
wardrobe trim in India
Yellow was achieved
using a cardboard semi-
circle template, while
the printis from Abel
and the Label

~ Design details
Erica created the
perfect curves in Hattie's
rainbow mural with a
pencil on string pinned
to the wall. 'l didn't want
typical primary colours
50 used leftover paint
and tester pots, while
the spotty pattern was
inspired by a similar
design on Instagram.’
The storage baskets

are from H&M Home

T Amelie’s bedroom
Erica’s mum made the
curtains to blend with Farrow
& Ball's Pink Ground on the
walls of eldest daughter
Amelie's room. The dado
rail was already here so |
took the opportunity to paint
the bottom of the walls in
Lick's Green 02, says Erica

SUMMER HOMES

o SRR

Aswell as sourcing accessories [rom high-streel
brands such as H&M Home and Dunelm, Erica also likes
Lo browwse Ebay [or vinlage ibems, as well as upeyele, For
example, the green wardrobe in Hatties room has heen
repainted, and Ericaalso made her desk, as well as shelves
thromghout the house. T prefer to upeyele Facebhook
Marketplace and Ebay finds. she explains, Tdon't like to
get rid of frniture we already have that has life left in it

"Lhe couple are delighLed with the renovalion ol
their home, and although Erica savs its beena labour
ollove, they are still saving for thad loll comversion Lo
create the main bedroom suite of dreams, "When vou're
going throwgh a big project, theres always a doubt that
something might not work, she says. Tt Treallvlove the
space weve ereated and the colours we've used. They e
warm, halanced and just right for our family home @




