SUMMER HOMES

Kitehen
A&er'ﬁnishing

the house build,
Jo and husband
Stephen had to put
the kitchen together
on a budget, with
drawers made
from floorboards
and stainless-steel
frames. 'l like the

industrial materials
with a pop of celour
in the tiles and the
cerarnics, which

I've collected on
my travels' says

Jo. Philippe Starck
Masters bar stools
by Kartell complete
the look

‘T'm inspired
by an eclectic
mix of styles’

Jo Sullivan’s passion for colour and pattern has
given her new-build home a heart that reflects
both her creative career and family life
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SUMMER HOMES

< Living roem Jo uses timeless, classic designs
like this grey linen seating as a neutral backdrop for
her eye-catching textiles and art. 'l love my antique
walnut cabinet with the colourful Jean-Michel
Basquiat print from King & McGaw above,’ she says

! Design details An Oka table lamp offers a retra
vibe, the ‘Kool Thing' panther cushion is from Andrew
Martin, 2nd the Chinese vase was a Clarks Antiques find

Step inside...

Meet the owners

Jo Sullivan, an interior designer
{josullivaninteriors.com), lives
here with husband Stephen,
who works in finance, and
children Bella, 15 and Violet, 8

House details

A five-bedroom, four-storey
self-build house near
Ormskirk, Lancashire

When they bought it

2015

ith a flair for the eclectic and a love [rom Drome Archilects, it soon beeame clear thal y 4
ol classic design, inlerior designer exlending the house wasni going Lo give Lhe couple the 0l [
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Jo sullivan finds that her work and home they really wanted. ‘Tts an awlward sloping site. Sl l m (l (l“ n
home life can often overlap, ‘T might and we wanled to make the most ol the garden views

have amirror in my own house that Lknow is perlect [or
aclient’s project. or come across a new lampwhile out
sourcing and decide it's actually ideal for me? explains Jo.
“Textiles are my true passion though, My house is filled
with colour and pattern — Thave no rules and T'm not
mieh ofa planner, so my lasle is always instinelive,
Joand husband Stephen el in love with the original
house that was to become the site ol their new home for
its large plot, location and established sarden. rather
than the actual property: Reachingout to Tom Kirby

aswe have some heautiful trees and plants! recalls Jo.

So Joand Stephen found themselves embarkingon a
self-build project. "'We ended up digging down to make
a basement and putiing the main kitchen-living space
onthe first floor. T'm a real foodie. so a sociable, open-
plan Lyoul was imporlant Lo me; says Jo.

Asanod Lo the original 1960s properly, the exterior of
the new house was designed with a modern-retro look.
“Like a minimal palette with a blank-canvas backdrop,
sothe walls are mostlywhite, with wood flooringand =

to clashing patterns

and bold ikat prints,
infused with Eastern
styles and delicate
embroiderydetails () (_
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Bella's bedroom
i i‘f /;/f fl' .I colour like me,’ says Jo, who's
1L o "'é 3 contrasted Clarke & Clarke's
3 B g Pemba fabric in Fuchsia on
Y the headboard against the
blue paisley curves in Cole
& Son's Malabar wallpaper.
The cushions are made with =
Manuel Canovas' Castellane 2
fabric and the staggered glass
chandelier is by West Elm

"Both girls love print and

¥ ¥ ¥

t Landing Jo wanted to introduce curves to the new build, and
loves the seulptural shape of this console from a London design fair

#Violet's bedroom ‘| didn't want this room to lock overly girly,
sa loved Cole & Son's subtle Glastonbury Stripe wallpaper,” says Jo

- Design details Delicate mother-of-pearl drawers contrast with
the stripes, and Jo added a pom-pom trim to the floorlamp shade

neutral furniture; explains Jo. "Thring personality through with textiles,
arl and ceramics. 1 ove elashing paticrns and prinds, bul F'malso drawn
to the calmness of bines and teals with a shat of hat pink ar orange!

Tt was also important to Jo to have a home that wouldn't date, so
over the years shes invested in elassic picees ol Turniture that can be
passed on, which she advises her clients to do, too, My view is that it
voure going Lo sperd alol ol money on something, then vou should

avoid Lhe rends and choose designs thal will lasl! she says,

One ol Jos fist finds was anantique chair that she rescued romea
skip over 20 yvears ago when she was a fashion and textiles student, My
home has always meanta lol Lo me - even as a student Leared aboul
living in a nice place, she explains. Tve ren pholstered this chair a few
times over the vears. and it's currently in my living room. And ina
similarvein, an early wage packet from Jos first job went onan original
Kartell Tonis Ghost chair, which is now in danghter Bellas bed ronm.

1t was while working as an embroiderer for a New York studio that Ny SR (LY
: S SR : e =0t ¥
Jos appreciation of delical e fabrics began, while her travels across the EEPNMYE /760N

: : : s
world working as a fashion and homewares buyer sparked a love of

Eastern siyles. My eye is slill drawn this way, she says. Td ollen pack
ceramicsor art into my snitcase and bring them back. and itsthe -
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' 1love the
contrast of lines and
curves, calmness
ofblues and teals,
with shots of hot
pink or orange

same when were on holiday, U go lor an early morning
run to do arecee for an interesting homeware shop
or hidden furniture store Lhal Lean visit later, All our
treastred pieces have moved with us over the vears!
Although Jo now lives in a modern house, she loves
period properties too, soits no surprise to see a mix of
old and new inher home. Teaming antiques with new
picees breathes lile into a room and adds warmth and
individuality, she says. For example, in our ensuite, ve
used antigque mirrors against walls of tiles from Topps
Tiles, While in the living room, a Viclorian display cabinel
honises new ceramics Tgot in Sri Tanka and Tndia’

Main bedroom

‘For such a big wall, |
needed a statement
headboard, which my
studio made for me,’ says
Jo. | created impact by .
upholstering itin Zinc
Textiles' neutral Macramée
Linen fabric rather than
my usual bold choices,
which would have looked
too dominant. Instead,
cushions fram Etsy bring
in the pattern and colour”

Jorebufls interior themes, instead choosing to layer
Lthemalic ideas in one space. Daughter Bellas bedroom
hints Lowards a traditional feminine scheme, but a bold
pink genmetric fabric headboard against a blue paisley
wallpaper is both modern and Fastern-inspired. Above.
astatement chandelier strikes a contemporary note,

Tseean idea inmyhead and it just clicks, says Jo. T
suppose Lhave an eelectic conlidence in colour choices
andl prinds, and particulady love the contrast of lines and
curves, lor example, Talready had the pink curl print
cushions now in our bedroom, and thought they worked
well with the ikat enshions Thad made for the bed”

SUMMER HOMES

With an unrelenting eve for detail. Jo is always
picking up new pieces for her home and switching out
olhers - bul will never part ways with her most treasured
possessions, which now male up the family's history.

‘Tjust love rearranging and reorganising our things, as
I find it really therapentic and relaxing - even as a child

Id change my bedroom around! she says. My interiors
have organically evolved, and are still evolving - because
Ll reflects who we are, how we live and the journey
we've been on. I'm a firm believer that a successful
project is when you walk inlo @ home and undersland
whalives here - Tnever take onr home for granted | @

T En suite

| love a calm, classic
bathroem with a
roll-top bath and
monochrome tiles,
says Jo. 'l had to
make this work an a
budget, so found both
tiles at Topps Tiles,
and | absolutely love
the blue cnes, which
really make the room’
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