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+ Living room
Benefiting from light
through the front window
and rear French doors onto
the balcony, this long first-
floor room was tackled last
to ensure it didn't feel too
dark. The panslling in Farrow
& Ball's Green Smoke is
the perfect colour match to
the Boréstapeter Nocturne
wallpaper in Jade Green,
while a La Redoute coffee
table and cushions fram
Time & Tide and Voyage
Maison add interest

Step inside...

Meet the owners

Angela Clarke (@the_upside_
down_house), a claims assessor,
and husband Stuart, who works

in HR, live here with daughters

Olive, 7 and Iris, 5

House details
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Design details -
At this end of the
room, Angela has
left floor space for

the children to play,

while a secendhand
sideboard from a local
charity shop stores
their toys. Angela
made the macramé
plant hanger, the star
is from Oliver Bonas
and the lampshade
was handmade by
Clarabella Christie

Wow-factor walls
Although the hexagon shelving is decoration in itself, the living room's blank walls inspired Angela
- 1o add baoth wallpaper and MDF panelling made by husband Stuart, who fallowed a YouTube video
toiinstall it. 'It's a cheap, effective solution to achieve a grand look and bring character inta a room,’
she says. It's also s good way to incorparate & patterned wallpaper without p'\gerwhelmfng the space’

had heen built by the neighbours after they sold off part of
Lheir garden, “Lhe house was aboul 11 vears old when we
moved in, and nothing needed doing Lo il explains Angela,
“There was plenty of space and it felt like a proper family
home. Llowever. everywhere was painted white and there
was none of the character T like in older properties. That
saicl. Tdidnt mind at the time. because Twas really excited
Lo Dave a blank canvas to work with,

Built in the eardy 2000s, the house has an unusual
upside-down lavoul, with the fronl door opening inlo a

large hallway with bedrooms on both sides and a ground

lloor bathroom. Upslairs, the main living spaces, with an
additional bedroom and another shower rovm, are [illed
withlight and capture the countryside views.

Once theyd moved in, Angela looked al ways of adding
character tothe rooms by plaving with pattern and eolonr
using her favourite pink and green shades in particular,
while her daughters were also always in mind. As the
project went on, [ moved more towands green-blue tones
and pink became more of an aceent. as Stuarl isoi a lan, -
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T Kitchen

Angela updated the original red units by continuing the colourful wallpaper through from the dining room and bringing
in texture, using old brick slips by Matclad and scaffold-board warktops. ‘Including reclaimed materials gives the room character
and ties in with the railway-sleeper dining table, she says. Engineered wood planks in Golden Antique Brown from Direct
Floering and the Cotswolds Company pantry cupboard, a bargain secondhand find on Ebay, complete the look

she says, Although there’s calour everywhere, its a
tight palette, mostly in jewel tones, and the vintage
wood [urnilure balunces oul the brighiness!

Vibrant wall paper was high on Angelas wish
list. with a jungle theme running through the kitchen.
dining room, playroom and the couples bedroom.
Tound a pretty Swedish floral wall paper for the living
room and Stuart fitted wood panelling below. sothe
space has a more grown-up leel; she adids,

One of the biggest challenges was working around
Lhe existing gloss-red kileher, which wasn't o the couples
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Laste, but they lelt was in too good a condition to replace,
“There was also a breakfast bar facing the wall, which we
never used as the dining Lable was just a lew sleps away in
e dining room; savs Angela, So we ook il oul and put a
lovely oak pantrycuphoard 1 found en Fhay in its place!
Angela used reclaimed materials and bought
secondhand fiimiture where possible, replacing the plain
grevlaminate worktops with scaffold boards adapted
into rustic-style surfaces, while a local tradesperson fitLed
reclaimed brick slips on the walls, Older pieces just have
muonre character — they e sturdier and beller-priced than -
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Hallway

Angela chose Borastapeter Hoppmosse
wallpaper in white and green, complemented
by woodwork painted in Farrow & Ball's Green
Smoke. 'MWy favaurite piece is this upeycled
cla),r-mou Id chest of drawe rs, which | found

on Facebook Marketplace but looks li
something from Anthropologie, she

/) Ahouse filled with new things
doesn’'t have the same charm for me; I like
that older pieces can be reimagined () (_°




new, she says. Plus. a house that's filled with new things
doesi't have the same charm for me, Hike that picees
canbereimagined and have a storybehind them!

Anucla also cuslomised [irmilure where she could,
like thee dressing Lable that she painted blue and adeded
pink stencil detailing te. The en suite basin mounted
onto a shellis an idea she saw in ashop.so the couple
chose a slab of wood with a rstic finish from alocal
wood merchant and asked their plumber to fit a basin
ot Lop, Finadly, the dining table was made [rom old railway

sleepers with steel legs which Angela chose to have

powder-coaled ina green shade to maleh the wallpaper.

My inleriors are perhaps alittle bit more oul there than
most peoples, as | like unigue and quirky designs; she
says, Tor a tread, 1go to Anthropologie in Edinburgh, as 1
love their edectic homewares, and parliculary the arlist
collaborations, Lalso like Urban Outfillers, so Lwas really
pleased when [found a dressing table stool in the sale!

Angelalikes Lo support local makers too, attending her
friend Clarabella Christies sewing classes and huving her
dothes lampshades and cushions. asshe loves the bold

colours and geometric prints, More recently, Angelas been

doing Maolly Mahons online block printing course. Tve

made cushions and want to make block-printed [abrics <

1t Main bedroom
Inspired by the
limewash walls in their
honeymoaon apartment
in ltaly, Angela used
Pure & Criginal’s Fresco
lime paint for a textured
look, while reclaimed
wood panelling gives
the room a cosy cabin
feel, A refurbished
radiator tones in with
the upcycled bedside
tables in Annie Sloan's
Florence chalk paint

7 En suite

Craig & Rose Artisan
Aged copper-effect
paint patinas over time,
‘and now has a green
calour tone to it that
works well with the
Matrix shower tiles,
says Angela. A simple
round basin is mounted
on a piece of real wood
to continue the rustic
vibe, with a sp|as|'\bac|(
in aged Archivo Zahra
tiles from Topps Tiles
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of my own, she says, Talso do macramé and and d ecorating but with young kids in the
sell mywork - incliding bespoke orders — honse, walls get senffed, so for me thats a
Lhrough Instagram and al crall s, vood excuse (o lry somehing diflerent?
Thereare still a couple of rooms Lo finish, Angela admits, "We've created ahome the
but the family home is almost complete, waywe like it — theres a collective sense of
andl Lheres a salisfaetion in what theyve contentment, and [ hope the girls look back

achieved. Treallylove the creative process and rememberit asafin place to growup: @
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