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A tropical feature wall and luxe tub set the
tone in Sarah and Toby King's new bathroom
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Were first-lime huyers and were exciled by the potential of this scrully
house, but we knew there would be plenty of work to do to get it just
right. The Latty bathroom had an electrie shower avera plastic bath,
arubby tiles and exposed pipework. The room also felt really hemmed
in - the toilet was so close to the wall that youd bang vour arm!

We knew straight away we wanted to pinch space from the guest
bedroom, as 1ove a bath and Toby prefers a shower, and there wasn'l
room for both. I drew a scaled drawing and worked out that even by
taking a metre of space from the room next door, we could still fitina
k\l]g“_\'i}’.i’ I}t‘ll‘ blll. il \\'l"l'd ”I-'\kt‘ amassive ('[llrer?l e Lo ”IE{ I)i‘[}”'l:i(!n 1.

Originally, we thought wed place a large walk-in shower where we
extended, but then decided it wasn't a good use of space. We both love
the look ol & [reestanding bath, and this led us o the eye-catehing
feature wall behind. The shower cubicle is on the other side, so it isn't
in the way of the door. and is curved to make the room feel more open.

We wanted a sense of escapism and luxury: a room

wecould hoth use at the same time to relax. So our foeus was on a
gorgeous bath and a generous shower with brushed-gold fittings, =
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Sarah King (@lifewiththekings_},
a commercial interior designer,
lives here with husband Toby,

a service advisor for BMW

To extend and revamp the
bathroom by taking space
from the adjacent guest
bedroom to fit a freestanding
bath and generous shower

Sanitaryware £884
Shower £845 Taps £225
Tiles £450 Radiator £53
Accessories £53

£2,510
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WASHSTANDS

PRICE PATROL

Enhet/Tvllen
washstand, basin &
tap combo, lkea

Grid basin & matt-
hlack stand with
shelf and towel rails
(excluding tap),
Aston Matthews
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We are
hath into design and don't always want
to play by the rules! At work we often
use premivum vinyl wallpaper in holels,

because it's hardwearing and easy to clean.

Photowall has hundreds of images and
makes vinyl wallpaper Lo bespoke sices,
sowe found a fabulous tropical scene.
and | eropped the image so the focal
point sits in the centre of our wall.

U ' Abuilder moved the
wall: Tobys uncle, who is a plumber. did
all the pipework, and we did the rest
ourselves. Wed never done tiling before.
but we figured out that using a wooden
batten to create a level point above the
first line of tiles meant that everything

= \ 00 :
D Maving the wall by a metre
made space for the freestanding bath
and created room around the basin
and shower, tucked behind the door

above would be perlectly straight, YWe
then cut the tiles to fit the gap below.
and it seems Lo have worked!

As this is our only bathroom, we had to

an to my parents’ house nearby to use theirs
while we were doing the work. We also had

Lo move the Loilel cislern Lo ile, but it slipped
and smashed. sending water into the kitchen
below. Fortunately. Toby managed to source
areplacement [or just £35.

A budgel ol £5.000 meant not
skimping on anything The challenge was =
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CONTEMPORARY CHIC Gold shower fittings and a Crittall-style cubicle
make a striking statement, with a nod to 1930s design, It was a challenge
to find a gold rainfall shower in a modern style’ says Sarah

SHOPPING LIST

@ MEUTRAL BASE The couple have balanced
: the busy wallpaper by using simple white

Metro tiles and dark grey porcelain floor tiles

staying within the budget by shopping in sales and
using email discounts, and checking the quality with
product reviews. We saved L8530 just by waiting for
the bath to go on sale. In the end, we only spent a
grand Lotal ol £3.300, including building materials
and paving Toby's uncle.

We can hardly believe its our hathroom! The
wallpaper is a stand-out feature, and were so
proud ol our tling. WeTe looking lorward Lo
being able to show it off to friends and family. @

Mode Harrison bath, £1,34%; Orchard Eden toilet, £135, both Victeriaplum.com, Milano Elswick basin & black washstand,
£250, Big Bathroom Shop. For a similar tap, try the round brushed-brass wall-mounted bath mixer tap, £175, Victoriaplum.
com. GAPFO mono basin mixer in gold, £50, Amazon. Black quadrant shower enclosure & tray, £347.99, Big Bathroom
Shop. Lusso Elegance brushed-gold exposed thermaostatic bar shower with riser, £495, Lussa Stone. White Metro wall tiles,
£14.99 per sqm; Pieter Pienza anthracite matt porcelain floor tiles, £53.95 per sgm, both CTD Architectural Tiles. For a
similar heated black towel radiator, try UK Radiators, Tropical wallpaper, £190, Photowall. Custom-madae reclaimed wood
shelf, £40; custom-made reclaimed wood bath board, £35, both FineappleHomeStudio at Etsy. Faux plants, from £5, lkea



