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Clever design ideas
and smart tech have
turned this period ,
property into a home
|

that can be adapted
as the children grow

Ben ond Gaby con rel
hat the renovotiah

thand black
finish of the Ano woodburner
that stands between them

IN BRIEF

LOCATION Shorehom-by-Sea,
West Sussex
TYPE OF PROPERTY
1930s semi-detoched house
BEDROOMS 4
PROJECT STARTED Moy 2018
PROJECT FINISHED
November 2018
SIZE Z70sqm
BUILD COST £157,292
CURRENT PROPERTY VALUE
Approx £800,000
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he chance discovery by four-year-cld Hope

Hillman that she could talk to her father,

TV presenter Ben Hillman, via a security
camera in the porch of their family home encouraged
him to factor smart design into his renovation plans for
their semi-detached house. Toften film on location and
Hope's discovery made me think about remote project
management while I'm away, says Ben, who presents
Channel 45 A4 Place In The Sun. ‘Tt also prompted me to
look into smart heating and lighting,”

Technology had played a role in Ben and his wife
Gaby’s plans from the moment he found the 1930s house
on a property website during breaks between filming in
Costa Rica, I could envisage the home we could create by
looking at the floor plans online, he recalls. “There were
enough bedrooms so my idea was to remodel the ground
floor with a wraparound extension. Google Maps made it
clear this wouldn't adversely affect the garden.”

This is Ben and Gaby’s second renovation in seven
years, and their first as parents. The couple have two
daughters — Hope and Honor, who is three. Their first
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project was a penthouse, which Ben created for the
space above the flat they owned. ‘Tt worked brilliantly
for us as a couple,’ he says. ‘But we needed more room
and a garden and wanted a period property that we
could adapt for our family.”

By the time they moved to their new home in
July 2016, he had already sketched out his revised
layout for the ground floor,

The kitchen is in the middle of the extension,
with an open-plan living area on the garden side and
corner windows that open the space up to the terrace
outside. The living room remains in place, at the
front of the house, and is where Ben and Gaby relax
when the children are in bed. Internal aluminium-
framed glazed doors have also been put in to link it to
the kitchen and the garden beyond.

The garage is Ben's workshop and a combined
utility, cloakroom and playroom has been built on
a patch of space behind that. "The playroom sits by the
kitchen and has an opening rather than a door so that
the space remains connected, Ben explains, »

The kitchen is in the middle

of the extension, with an
open-plan living area and
corner windows that open the
space up to the terrace
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ABOVE The kitchen units, designed by Ben, are painted in Teol Tone by
Benjomin Moore. The shade s o nod to nearby Brighton City Airport’s Art
Decobuilding. The three metre long wraparound islond is made from
Colocattaquartz, with o Strip Silver LED ceiling fight from Hobitat above
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Having had his ideas turned into detailed drawings by
an architectural designer and submitted to the local
planning office in December 2016, Ben's application
went through within eight weeks. Work on the house
didn't begin until just over a year later as he struggled

to find a contractor. T'd had a bad time with builders on
our last project, so this time I had a watertight tender
document drawn up,‘ he t.')\])ldllﬂt-. In ]liﬂdsigh[. I think
it was too detailed for a project this size.”

A personal recommendarion led the couple to
Mark Bucknall, owner of Urban Builders, which is
based in Hove. ‘T could see they were spot on with
the finishes and Mark was keen to try out new ideas,
including making the concrete shelfin the living room,’
Ben says. The firm was already committed to other
projects but Gaby and Ben were happy to wait six
months until the firm came available.

In May 2018, the family moved into a flat while
building work began. Ben had to work away from home
but by setting up a collection of smart cameras on site, he
followed progress closely. ‘T could chat to the building
ssuring. Although I'm not sure
what they thought of my Big Brother approach.” ¥

team, which was very re

ABOVE The side-extension ployroom is an odoptable space that can be
turnedinto a study, guest bedroomor, inthe future, ateenoge den
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Internal aluminium-framed
glazed doors have been

put in to link the living

room to the kitchen and
garden beyond
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LEFT A stornge wall wos built oround the chimney breast using kitchen
carcoss shelving inside ond sheets of walnut: ed MDF mode int
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daors. A grid of Philips Hue smart downlighters set into the c il

the Ercol toble can be set to doylight mode for this, the darkest part of
the ground floor. The pendant lights ore Secto 4200 from Secto Design
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The team worked |11cthcxiim].|_\-' and then in Scptcmb;:r.
a break in Ben'’s work schedule allowed him to take over
the remainder of the project, including the design and
installation of the kitchen and the storage, and sourcing
the plumber and the electrician.

At the same time, he oversaw the installation of smart
do\\'n]ighn:n«. which can be :ldjutitcd to create different
moods in the extension and on the stairs. An underfloor
hi.‘:iling system and smoke alarms were also put in, with
all the systems connected to an intuitive and programmable
thermostat. Tt remembers the temperature settings in each

/ downstairs zone," he explains.

In November 2018, the family moved in to their
remodelled home. *It works even better than I imagined
it would,’ says Ben. ‘And it’s great to have a connected
home that’s designed discreetly so that it doesnt spoil
the character of the house.” 60

Smart downlighters
can be adjusted to
create different moods
in the extension and
on the stairs
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ae5|gned dlscz:f‘eetly, so
that it do;gsn 't spoil-
the characterof-the. hquse’

PROJECT TEAM
Design Ben Hillman (benhiliman.co.uk]
Building controctor Urbon Builders
[urbonbuilders.co.uk]
Structural engineer Mitchinsan Mocken
[mitchinsonmocken co.ukl

STRUCTURE
Steelwork Neil's Steels [neilsstels.co.uk]
Aluminium-framed doors
and windows Shows of Brighton
[showsofbrightan.co.uk]
Roof lights The Raaflight Company
(therooflightcompany.co.uk]

SUPPLIERS

FIXTURES € FITTINGS
Kitchen and bespoke storage Designad and
buiit by Ben Killmon [os before]
Kitchen carcosses
DIY Kitchens [diy-kitchens com)
Colocottn quart: kitchen worksurfoces
Margrosil margrosil.co.uk]

Smart lighting Philips Hue [www2 meethue.
coml; LightwaveR? [lightwaverf com]
Yole Conexis L1 smart locks Yol (yole.co.uk]
Lighting Secto Design [sectodesign fil
Random Linhts [randombights.com];
Mode [mode.com); Hobitot habitot co ukl;
Originol BTC (originalbtc.com)

SO ALUGUST 2017 / GRANDDESIGMNSMAGAZIMNE COM

Underfloar heating
Wundo (wundofioorheating couk)
Smart henting und security controls
Nest [nest.com)
Vinyl floor tiles Ocean Flooring
(oceanfiooring co.ukl
Porcelain tiles Moster Tiles
[mostertiles.co.uk)
Concrete fireplace shelf
Designed by Ben [os beforel;
built by Urban Buikders [os before]
Pavers Horsham Stane (horshomstone.co.ukl
Paint Benjomin Moore (benjominmoore.coml;
Valspor (valsparpaint.co.uk)

FURNITURE € ACCESSORIES
Whistler bor stools
John Lewis [jphnlewis_com)

Ercol dining table and leather sofas Barker
ond Stonehouse (harkerandstanehouse co.uk)
Wishbone dining chairs
Cult Furniture [cultfurniture.com)
Rubens wingbock ermchair
Mode [mode.com]

Juke corner sofa Love Your Home
(love-your-home.co.uk)
Woadburner Ao (agostoves.co.uk]
Outdoor dining set The Gorden Fumniture
Centre [gardenfumiturecentre.co.uk)



