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Homeowners Project Timeline
Jude Hesselgrave
Groundwork and
foundations

Feb 2009

Log cabin made
watertight

May 2009

Internal fit-out (including
electrics, plumbing,
heating, kitchen and
bathroom)

Jun 2009

Bedroom extension
(including a cupboard)
Oct 2011

Living room extension
Dec 2013

Replaced bathroom

Jun 2014

Replaced remaining
windows Jul 2015

Project Log cabin
Location
m. East Sussex

Build time

Feb 2009 - Jul 2015
Construction Timber
frame with tongue and
groove cladding

Plot cost Already owned
Build cost £60,000
Value Circa £250,000

The Floorp!
“We constructed two log cabins to create 51m? of living
At first we used the smaller of the two cabins as our
ng room,” begins homeowner Jude Hesselgrave. “We
used the patio doors in here as our front door, which face
west with a veranda looking out onto fields. The second
bin was our kitchen, bathroom and bedroom with stud

Is dividing the rooms.

011, we extended the cabin by 4m to create a second
bedroom and cupboard, adding around 14m? in the process.
Then we extended again in 2013 to create a 60m* living
room perpendicular to the main cabin, which also makes
our home more private because the structure encloses our
garden. We reorganised the internal layout of the cabin at
this point, turning the old living room into our bedroom.
We fitted 2 new front door to open into the breakfast room
(previously our bedroom) and this makes the layout flow so

much better”

46 | homebuiding.c

Selected Costs

Groundwork

and services £7,000
Foundations £3,200
Log cabins £7,000
Insulation £2,300
Tin roof £800
Exterior cladding
and guttering
Kitchen
Bathroom
Plumbing
Electrics

BT connection
Decoration
Bedroom
extension

Living room
extension £21,000
Landscaping £1,500
Total £60,000

£1,800
£1,100

£900
£2,200
£4,300
£1,300

£500

£5,100

Main contractor
Roger Page at Kane
Building Contractors:
enquiries@kanebuilding
contractors.co.uk
Cabin company Log
Cabins Factor
logcabixlsﬁlctl)r)'d ect.co.
Windows
Polyframe South:
polyframetrade.co.uk
Bifold doors Vibrant
Doors: vibrantdoors.co.uk
Insulation Seconds and
Co: secondsandco.com
Kitchen Ikea: Ikea.com
Bathroom
Wickes: wi 0.uk
Reclaimed flooring (in ex
tension) Salvo: salvo.co.uk
Interiors stylist
Jude Hesselgrave: jude.
hesselgrave@hotmail.co.u
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PORTFOLIO
vl Self-busted

Home Comforts Clever Storage

ude Hesselgrave and her partner, wards the end of 2008 when the Foup]e felt
the sudden impact of the recession. Roger  Thelivingroor

TheKitct

timber-framebuild witha

Roger Page, are self-builders in i
is a builder and his work dried up almost
slopingroof toallow the

the absolute truest sense, building
their log cabin home by hand and overnight, and Jude’s archi ectural salvage
going on to make doors and furniture, then ~ business took a nosedive, too. b e The
searching out bargain salvaged pieces to “We had a big mortgage on our house frame sstructura
decorate their evolving home. It’s a project  in Brighton and this became the catalyst fomaisth-century
began in 2009 and concluded in 2015, to build something of our own,” says J de.  Rogermade the postt
“Neither of us knew what we were getting window set highon the

abin added to and upgraded over S BeHE  Grawinsou acinsl
i it w: ig step to move from the H
into and it SERRERD toadd interest to the mu

in particular,
sentimental value because it si

on a neighbouring farm and remembers
summer evenings spent loading up the barn

“The idea to build materialised over the
3 Jude. “The farm was deteriorat-
ing and I thought it was such a shame. Rog-
er and I are creative and practical people
and had the drive to take on the project, so I
discussed the idea with my parents.”

Conversations went back and forth for
many years and then came to a head to-

city to the countryside. So we initially want- 0o wall

ed a temporary solution.”

The couple had already sussed out the
perfect spot to build, favouring the site of a
400m? dilapidated cattle and hay barn with
a collecting yard, and a lovely outlook over
the fields. Practically, there was drainage
on site and they could connect to the mains
electricity. They figured a log cabin would
be the sensible route for their circumstanc-
es and pocket. They chose an inexpensive,
basic structure — something they could
build themselves and dismantle with ease if
necessary.

Jude and Roger went to see local compa-
ny Log Cabins Factory Direct. They chose »

New Breakfast Room

lves and cupk
and Jude sourced
furniture piec
fairsand fleama




a design where they could introduce more
windows on the south side facing the gar-
den. and patio doors on the west orientation
to a veranda overlooking the views.

To maximise the space, they realised
they'd have to buy two cabins and fix them
together. “We were fairly handcuffed by
the long, narrow barn footprint,” Roger ex-
pl ‘We paid £7,000 for two log cabins
into a home — the

F
and turned the s
project was as basic as it comes

The couple spent three months getting
the site ready for the cabin. It took a week
to pull down the barn; they then levelled

od out the services, and Roger erected a

ph pole to connect the cabin to the
farm’s electrical supply and his electrician
completed the installation.

Roger built a timber platform for the log
cabin foundatio: cheap yet stable solu-
tion but also temporary if they decided to
move the building later on.

Jude, who is now a prop maker and styl-
ist. learnt carpentry at art college and Rog-
er has the construction know-how, so they
both looked forward to taking on the chal-
lenge of the build. The cabins were on or-
der to arrive in May 2009. Remarkably, by
June that same year the pair had moved in,
spending 2 mere £15,000 or so to get the
building watertight. Roger also fitted an im-
mersion heater and a couple of electric stor-
age heaters in the bedroom and living room. >

An Upgraded Bathroom

Thebathr S




the finest hand crafted oak framed
% Design s Planning Self Build & Tarokey packages : Projc Management

www.horderoak,com
01568 708752

puildings

Fixed Price

. Bespoke : Plots

Upgrading and Extending

Funds were tight at the start, and for many
years they lived through freezing winters
in a structure that was barely more than a
shell. The couple’s budget thinking and cre-
ative handiwork continued for many years;
they went on to extend the cabin twice, and
have upgraded the bathroom.

Today their home is a far cry from the
freezing cold building they moved into all
those years ago. The new woodburning stove
had an immediate effect, as did adding insu-
lation to the remaining walls, and so did the
new windows added in 2015. Jud that,
compared to those early days,
completely different place to live now.

The couple received a Certificate of Law-
ful Development in September 2015, per-
mitting the property to remain their perma-
nent home, and giving them good reason to

sfied with what they

she and Roger are incredibly 2
tached to their home. “The build was such
alovely process and we enjoyed every min-

alised the potential now and 1 feel
living the dream.

“We've put so much of ourselves into the
project.
ments
both of v

ally proud of ow

An Updated Facade




DOMESTIC WINDOWS ~ COMMERCIAL WIND!

¢ INsPIRATION  E WINDOWS  JJDOORS (@ TECHNICAL T HOW TO BUY

idealcombi

aterlocking tongue and groove plat
|dealcombi Futura+

and a set of patio doo;
»d up on the main road and 3 ¢
er to bring the wood up the lane k- i | 3 g
¢ [ 1 aluminium | PUR | timber
| e award w
performa

he pieces out in a field.
es of wood looked quite daunting but they were
plan sequence and drawing,” she
jigsaw and flew up as the planks

We were more in control of the
Futura+ and Futul

nce and inr tion in the

p doing the building The KHOWIedge : ; ‘ : 4
* The couple built the CONSTRUCTING & - | e e
i THE LOG CABIN % :;T:;::a;ti“’r‘w{qud‘ur,

ourced a sec-
tin roof instead ey
for felt and shin-

package offered by the g | "
abin kit provider. “Tin ; |
is lightweight, cheap and | 1 . g p .
asy to fit and remove, but - 1 Danish quahty Windows
n be noisy in heavy , ; o ‘ ; : Get a FREE quote
s Roger. They also : '\ made in Denmark and Doors
insulated between the floor
joists and roof rafters with
insulating board,
t cheaply as seconds
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