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The couple had moved from their home in Bromley, Kent, to the The vintage French mirror, Lynsey Jane Design
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: . vwere both still commuting to v s
che sea was for them. Back then, they S

i . o manager for a 24-hour emergency |
[ ondon - Suzette working as a manage! fo +F 5 g 1 PR
response unit and Mark as an estate manager. “We decided quite

quickly that we wanted to stay in Worthing, says Suzette. And we

had our eye on this beautitul Art Deco apartment block, set back

from the front but with unobstructed sea views. I was adamant about

living there and was prepared to wait for the right flat to come along,

In October 2015, a property materialised, albeita dated one.

| A tense few months ensued, as the couple had their offer turned
down and thought they had lost the flat, but then the owner

i came back to them after the sale fell through. Suzette and Mark .

were delighted and picked up the keys the following May. ¥ . .
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b [ definitely didn’t wapne

i )eaCh theme, but I like
the coastal hints in the
neutral colour scheme

¢ raightaway: Mark enlisted Paul Roe, a builder he knew through
ok who was able to gut the flat and deal with the fungus on g
the bathroom ceiling, the f‘"ﬁitfit ElEE‘FriES and plumbing. Suzette's
gister then recommended interior designer Lynsey Evans.

Mark and I'were keen to have afresh start with new furniture
nd we didnt want to make any mistakes, says Suzette, "We knew
wed be at work most of the time and needed people around us we
could trust. Paul and Lynsey were brilliant; they were both really
thorough and easy to deal with’ ;

Al four sat down together and worked through the changes
the couple wanted to make. The long, narrow hallway that
s through the middle of the flat was one of Suzette’s bi ggest
-oncerns as it was dark and enclosed. Enlarging the dinin g room
and kitchen doorways from single to double openings and removing
the doors have eased the problem, while a dark grey ceiling, firted
witha row of large drum ceiling lights, offers a contemporary look.
‘Now the hallway is one of the best features, says Suzette.

Every room was stripped back and modernised with new
slumbing, wiring, lighting and storage, and a new bathroom,
doakroom and kitchen were installed. “The foor-to-ceiling
kirchen cupboards have plenty of storage and Mark had the
brilliant idea to widen the door opening so we can see the sea
from the breakfast bar, says Suzette.

Planning the interiors in tandem with the builder had its
advantages: extra beams were installed for the heavy-duty marmer
pendants in the dining room and the huge vintage mirror on the
living room wall, which needed four men to carry itup to the fla
However, one of the biggest challenges was removing the rubbish
from the renovation, Suzette was concerned that a skip in her
parking space might be an inconvenience to neighbours, so instead
she hired alocal man with a van to walk up and down the four
flights of stairs each day to remove the rubbish by hand. "It cost ;
meafortune, as he charged by the day! laughs Suzette. |

R ien

)

Thebuilding work was finished by September and by then Lynsey . BliER
had come up with moodboards for each room. Suzette admits she | i a1
didn'tknow exactly how she wanted the flat to look - only how she 0 e
wanted the rooms to feel. ‘1 definitely didn't wanta beach theme, | B R
but | liked the coastal hints in the neutral colour scheme and the '
n0d to Art Deco glamour that Lynsey came up with, she says. |

Weenjoy entertaining, so the dining room needed to bt f‘ti‘dm
udsociable, whereas | wanted our bedroom to feel special, she
S o tplaing, IThE'SPBCE-S needed to relate to one another, but not
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