A SENSE
BELON

[ landmade Shaker cupboards painted in shades of heritage blue settle
lice and Toby Broadfield’s kitchen into their traditional Victorian villa

hotogrophy: James French Styling: Marisha Taylor
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A KITCHEN witha LOVED
& LIVED-IN FEEL made
PERFECT SENSE to alice

Broadfield and her husband, Toby after
they purchased an elegant Victorian villa
with beautifully preserved period features.

“Hoved the layout of the house so didn’twant tochange o much
structurally,” says Alice, who runs interior design studio Flora & Finn
Interiors with her fricnd, Sarah Shannon.*“Toby and | didn’t need a kitchen
extension witha sofa and TV area as there was already lots of space for thac
in the other rooms, hut we felt the updated kicchen should echa the history
f the house betwer and appear as though as it could have been there tor years,
Although we also wanted it to he modern enough to cope with the demands
ol a family life,”

Alice already knew a lictle about the six-bedroom property befure she came
toview it since the house had been the childhood home of her sister's friend.
“Lremember my sister telling me ic had two staircases and a huge garden with
aswimming pool,” she recalls, “For vears I'd driven past and admired it from
afar, but never imagined we'ld ever live here. 1t's quite a raricy as there aren't
many houses left in the centreof Leamington Spa that haven’t heen divided
into flacs or carned into nursing homes.” Alice and Toby, who is a real estate
lawyer, had already sold their Grade [1 ]
renting when Toby spotted the villa for
Tived there,” says Alic

ney terraced house and were

e T discovered the same owners still

hey'd carefully kept the property maintained - all the
original cornicing, skirting boards and picture rails were in a brilliant condition
aswellas some of the shutters —we didn’t hesitate o putin an offer.”
The sale went throwgh within a few months = but the couple knew theyd
like to re-do the kirchen. They were aware the project would he an invesement
and that they'd need to save up before anv work starred.
house, the old kitchen felt a bit too small - hutichad good-quality Smallbone
cabineoy from the 19805, Alice says, “1 did a mini update by painting the walls
off-white and the cupboards two diferent shades of blue. I love blue and ic was
agoud way tosee il the colour scheme would be right for the new kitchen,”
Four years passed, and afier redoing the bathrooms and redecorating the

For a six-hedronm

other rooms, the couple decided (o make a stact on the kitchen, With three
large reception areas — one of which was used as a dining space - there was
o need wextend, so instead, they decided tknoek through to the adjacenc
small room, which had been the china pantry when the house was fiesc buile,
“ltwas important we staved as faithful to the original architeceure as we
could,

s Alice. “Although we took the wall down so the old siting room
could hecome a new dining arca, we kept the fireplace and doors to the garden.
We also maintained the chimneyvbreastof the original scullery fireplace, but

extendled it slightly w fitin an Aga, which was at the wop of my wishlis b

ceause i grown-up with one
When it came to the look of the space, Tived in” and ‘traditional” were key

parts of the brief. Alice wanted a Shaker-seyle desian to ereate a furnished lonk

rather than a fiteed finish, and decided painting the cabinetry in two tones

of blue - as in the original scheme - would enhanee this impression. | didn’t

want lots of wall cuphoards because I'm nocvery all and the Aga helps make

the room feel more established,” she explains, “[Y's a silvery grey eolour, soif 1

decide to change the painton the cupboards in years to come it won'tclash.” >




:Ep‘?ci:;z:ir:;;‘;cul Alice had hought the kitchen for her an 1\ ious home from Alexander
than shelves in the deep in Market Harborough and didn't hesitace to go hack for the ne
aloove. All the furniture, from =

Alexander Lewis. is handmade
with ook carcosses and
drawers, and door fronts in
tulip wood. Knobs and cup.
handles, Crofts and Assindar

know how the company operates and designer Matthew and |
made the whole experience very easy again,” she says, Alter Lalling I
'] marhle-effect quartzite worktop she saw in the company’s showroom, she made
{ onabour the blue paine *The tones needed to be robust, otherwy

we'd Iose the lovely deph of pattern in the work sur explain,
sertled on Licel ene's James 108 e Juniper Ash shade, bucic
lark enough conerase. Al ells its own mix, Boot Raom
Blue, and frwas pertect. | ke that together the colours den't malie too much
a statement and could con g
walls to an off-white or pale green in yea
e the building work d B
=buta problem aro en the sereed didn'cdey outin time lor the limestone
flovring o be laid, The delay had the potenti ing their kitchen
n slotand Aga installacion. Alice put in a call to Matchew, who
o the fit-out team to lay s of wood onto the conerete floor
sal the adjusi ot on th reasses to mimic the height of the tile
he limestone was Laid, the plinths went on as usual and concealed
. remembers A 4 ulous and did all the final
painting when the cuphoards were in place and it looks brilliant, [ really
love the arched detail on the freezer and fridge cupboard, and the stem-

hung hitings ur wine glasses in the drinks univ These small touches
helped make our kitchen unigue tous,”
| = __g___.li ’ i Tocomplete the look, the walls were painted a dusky lilac shade, a vibrant ¥
E \ floral hlind was hungand the couple bought an antique dining table and ‘g‘s / ¢
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o ) Projeeting the s furl

an auction for the dining area. During the winter months the into the room b 4
makes the room cosy, and in summer the doors are theewn open o the fitted lookiTo the 1gh

aarden, so itworks all year round and feels very homely: *I must have achieved hess fwo Miele dishwa:

On the isldpd, o Mi

2 Hob and oven t
remember what the house was like v installad for th

and T all gravitace in here; it's a great sp when the Ago rangé
the distractions of TV or hameswork —we Tove ic” » cooker is swilchs

what I set out to do, hecause the kitchen already fics right in and T ean't really

place dé'yﬁ, Whic
ga rorfeNBd a5 part

of the renovafion.

vn aut the weining in
the quartzite wiorktop,
frofn Alexander Lewis
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Kitchen design and installation
Worktop
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Sink and tap *
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I‘("Isn l'd“ ”ﬂc.’,n.d - Appliances flcxare: Lowis
E zcrefully %2 P I
iy i (2) 15 before
1 Dacite pendant light in brushed brass, £30, B&(Q. 2 Storage 7 L3 Pendantlights i L~ S04
diy.com 2 [Highgate painted wardrobe, £34999, Oak 0T 820608

Furnitureland. oakfumitureland.co.uk 3 Greek Blue
chalk paint, £ for | litre, Annic Sloan. anniesloan.

com 4 Scullery kitchen table in Heritage Blue, £1295,
Loaf. Loaf.icom 5 Brivton Alahaster tiles, L1093 per s
m, Walls and Floors, wallsandfloors.couk
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