The FACTS

Who? Sarah Farrington-
Brown and her sons
Callum. 19, and Locky, 15
with Charlie the cockapoo
What? A kitchen-diner in

a four-bedroom new build
Where? Stratford-upon-dvon,
Warwickshire

Cost? £40,000

Time? Part of the 14-month
house build project

A scheme of stone and soft grey-blues
givies the kitchen a imeless country
look with o touch of industrial. Haney
Jones" Arbor eupboards are painted
in Farow & Ball's Cornforth White and
the island is in da Nimeas. Boiling-water
tap, Quocker; hob, for similar, try Smeg.
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Sarah Farrfiflg ton-Brown’s new-build
country house-demanded a classic-
contemporaryakitehen that was justa
spectacular ag
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one-off plot nestled in the
COUNTRYSIDE, justoutside

Stratford-upon-Avon, presented an

irresistible opportuns

tor Sarah Farrington-Brown, who'd been looking for her next house project.

She had been lving in London, working as a property developer and interior designer, but the heetic | yle mot
e mnch, prompting a move o Warwickshire within casy reach ol a good school Torher soms, Callum, now 19,
and Locky, 13, We rented at firse, and T eame past this derelict cottage - which had an elevared view ofa Take and
wide-reaching panorama of hills - most days when Twas out walking myv dog,” remembers Sarah. *This pocket
afcountryside is tranquil and idvllic, hutwhen the cottage came on the market, Twas hesitant to put an offerin
hecawse 1 knew the renovation world iowould take would blow my budger. Eventually Leaved - but otfers wene
tosealed hids, Twrote a leceer to the owners explaining why I'd decided o move here, and they seemed to like the
iclea of it going toa family with a dog.”

Fortunately, the plot already had pre-esisting planning permission for a replacement property with an upside-

down layoue, With a few minor interfor twealss, Sarah went on o build the four-buedromm house inus the hillside,
with the main Tiving space spreading out 153m across the st Hoor, making the most ol the views.

Far the Kitchen — which Sarah hegan planning hefore the land purchase even completed - she turned to [ Tarvey
Jones in Wilmslow, Cheshire, [owas the natural choice as her mum, Christine Farrington, worked there, “We
decided w place the kitchen tucked away from the dining arca, so the drama is focused on the lake view as vou
walls into the room,” explaing Sarah. “T'he original plans included a separate living room, but that didn't make
sense tome, Lwanted the space o flow and connect but have useful dividers, so the island marks the start of the
Litchen and instead of a wall, a three-sided fireplace sections off the living room from the dining anea.”

Christine advised on the many cuphoard options for the licchen as Saral planned the lavout, working hard
tovmake the space functional hut Toolk like a relaxed living
side, there were only two walls available for units and appliances, so Sarah decided o put mainly hase cuphoards

area, oo, With loor-to-ceiling windows along ane

across the hack wall so the pitched roof shape could be appreciated, while a pantry larder and double fridgpe-
freczer sit on the adjoining wall. *1 love to caok, but 1 don’t like clutter in an open-plan room so chings like the
food processor and large platters are stored heneath che breakfase bar,” she explaing, * Then [grouped all the food
storage together close to the island.” At the other end of the L-shaped lavout, the double-oven stack proved tricley
o fivin at firse, as Sarah didn't want an nml(\r—u;rmnlurgl]‘l]'lli;lln;u. “It's []1(‘(“1]}' tall item ;1|tmg the back wall but

the vertical window alomgside hrings halance hack into the room,” she says.

Saral's interiors approach was for e whole howse te have spaces that novonly Tooked heautiful but would he

comfortable and practical as well. “I felea elossy, madern kitehen would be too stark in the setting, so 1 went for

acontemporary-country look, Harvey Jones” Arbor units, with their subtle door detail, looked the pare. | painted

" shesa

them in pale blue and grev with brushed gold handles
cuphoard also forms the connection hetween the Kitchen and dining zone, 1 really lile seeing the glazed cabinet
as L eome into the room with all my nice pieces of glassware and crockery on display,” she savs,

With such a large project, the kitchen was installed once the house was built with the cabinetry heing delivered

The glass uniton the end of the floor-to-ceiling

readly to he sloteed into the room. Since the units had tobe Gilen up o the Best oo, a TorklIE crack iied dem

ap and over the haleomy, “Tewas a nerve-wracking moment with six men carclully »
within three davs a carpenter had the Kitchen ficced and everything was ready to be painted,” savs Sarah,

Now complete, oversized lighting, art, and disereet plants acld the finishing touches w the room, which frames
a pieture-perfect vista of the lake, *When [eome in here, 1 feel like I'm walking inte a lovely living space, where
it seemms perfectly natural w sitdown and enjoy the view,” savs Sarah, “1love it Our house is such a special,
relaxing place to live.” >
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Ibetween the kitchan
ond utility. Tap, for
similar, fry Insinkerator,
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" The cenlral island gives a clear
definition between the kitchen
. ond eating area as do the cak
 frusses which add fexture and
definifian fo the high-pitched
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A shylish wal-mountzd task light,
from Jim Lowrence. naxt to the
oak shelves gives the kifchen

an informel fesl alang with the,
Jono's Lobsher artwork by

Evi Antonio. Vase, MNordic Mest.

The PLANS
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['he lights
1 Stourton black enamel pendant
Tight, £7959, Dewsing & Reynaolels,
dowsingandrevnolds.com
2 Rossio pendan ceiling light with
gold inner, 2130, leanic Lights.
iconiclights.co.ul 3 Original
BT sie 5 Titan pendant in
Dk, 473, Period Property S,
periodpropertystore.couk

Love the mix of traditional and
industri in Sarah’ home!
To help create the look, here are
some key ideas - from the colour

ets wo pendants, ch

nd flooring

I'he flooring

1 Midlake white pomeelain tilbh'.

L3024 per sqm, Porcelain Superstore,
porcelainsuperstore.co.uls 2 Zermatr
matural tiles, £26.95 persgm, Walls and
Floors, wallsand floors.co.ulk 3 Petra
Lombartla offswhite tiles, £3495 per sym,

Original Stvle, originalsoe.coul
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I'he paint
1Greck Blue challs paint, £2145 tor 1o, Anmie Sloan. anmiesloan.com 2 Van Densen Blae
11156 paint, £24 [or 094 livres, Benjamin Moore, bunjami.rlmnurcguinl..uu.uk
3 Skylark Blue wood paine, 18 per (075 litres, Thorndewn, thorndewn.co.ul

The dining
: Iy
chairs
L Tarcet dining chair in grev
wonl, 114, Cale Furniture,
culthurniture.com
2 Eichholez Willis grey
diming chiaie, £430 Tor o sel
of two, Sweerpea & Willow:
sweetpeaandwillow.com
3 Bellueei dining chair in Dove
arey, £129.99, My Farniture,
my-lurniture.com




