Kelly tumed Rhian |
Blanco files and Pixsl
white mosaics, from
Walls and Floors, inte a
Bold graphic statement
By aranging them in
a linear pattern using

- block grout. Basin, Lusso

- Stone: mirmor, H&M: tap,

- for similar, try Drench.

Who? Kelly and Taha
Meziane with fheir

son, Zaki, six

What? A loff bedroom
suie in & ferraced house

Where? Beckenham,
south east London
Cost? £55.000 including
1he building work

Time? Two months
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Kelly Meziane knows IC O 2. Cll 1

& VA
thC V1S101 for her loft bedroom simply
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from visiting riends

“They often ask where we've put all our stufl, and that’s the point —we didn’t
want lots of furniture cluttering the room, We wanted the space (0 feel big and open, calm and serene,”
sheexplains. *Sowe've keprit simple, using natural marterials for purity and warmth —and ©ike it so

much that I'm not tempted to change a thing
Kelly, a sevling manager for Anthropologie, readily admits she’ constantly changing the look of her
home - downstairs rooms have been through a cvele of white, dark green, and grey decorations in

the bve vears she's been Tiving here with her hushand Taha and their son Zald, six, [0was no surprise

that she began thinking about converting the lafi soom afier theyd inished their Kitchen extension.

“laet hored very easily” she says. “Tam I‘ur\‘\-m'rnuvi11‘u| furniture around or decorating, Though we
had good reason o convere the lolt because Taha's parents olten stav and had o squecze into the box
bedroom.” The couple bought their Vietorian terrace in 2015, t be near a gond school for Zaki. Soon
after moving, Kelly hegan worls on the Kitchen extension design, while ripping out old carpets and
decarating the hall, living roont, and bedrooms. “['m an impatient person. [had lots of ideas and knew
T didn'c want the kitchen w look wo much like a kiwhen,” she savs, “Tbought a vintage dining table
and chairs, p]u-i an old school locker to give the room ])L‘l*_&nﬂ;ﬂil}'."

When the time came to plan the loft master suite a few years later, Kelly rook a similar hroad-
thinking approach. “My aim was to get in lots of lighe, make the room feel really open and add
character so it didn't look like a bland box stuck on the wop of the house,” she explains. “Inspiration
tor the exposed ceiling came while [ was researching how lott rooms could be built, Toved the extured

lowk of the wood joists and leaving the ceiling unplastered meantwe could max out the head height,”
Before Kelly gnt to this point with her eonstruction company, Lukas Building Services, she thrashed

outa design with an architeetural consultant. She had plans for a big dormer with a laroe square
window and hlack wood cladding outside. “Our designer didn't chink we could go as hig as [wanted
within permitted development rights,” savs Kelly, “ [ did a bitof research wo see the size of lofts on our
street and I felt it was worth pushing for the plans.” The designer revised the drawings and Kellv's
research paid off, The couple were given a Lawhal Development Certificate — this approves projects that
might otherwise be questionable under permitted development = with the provision that they switch
the black cladding to slate tiles.

By now, Relly had decided to keep the ensuite open w the bedroom and had an interiors scheme

with natural materials in mind. “ The suite was to be our sanctuary = very calm, clean, and simple

After deciding on the exposed wood ce

with no tricks,” she say iling, [was drawn towards concrete
in the ensuite and Venetian plastered walls,” Qi quickly, Kellv came w realise such plasiering
technigues are expensive and told her builders she wanted to keep herwalls undecorared instead.
“They did a fantastic joh with the plastering,” she says. * They advised [use a wash of one-pare PYA
alue and water to seal che walls w scop the dustand provect che surface from marks.” Relly also
decided apainst comerete surtaces as she thoughe they'd be too oppressive with the wood and plaster.
Instead, she settled an a simple décor of white tiles paired with black grout, It's a style that follows her

downstairs bathroom. “Monochrome is a safe option but I've created drama in the Laving patern,” she
savs. “Its an easv transition to the hedroom where textures solien the look, creating a boutique feel.”

She and Taha continued the luxury horel vibe with low-level lighting and minimal furnite

choices as their cloches remain in wardrobes in the guest bedroom. *Weve splashed out and houghe
5 ahout her furniture picks. * The pendant
lights are from SCP - Tdidn'Cwant harsh spouights spoiling the serene mood - and we chose a

2t make our room fee

investment pie special,” kelly s 1 Exes on You poster, £2395 for a 30cm x lem de
Desenio. deseniowcouk 2 Larger Espere pendant in
frosced waffle slass, £33, Pooky. pooky.com 3 Drops
white ceramic tiles, £89.10 per sqm, Porcelain Superstore.
porcclainsuperstore.co.uk 4 Ferm Living Kelim cushion
with black rrianglcs. L34, Nordic Nest. nordicnest.eom
3 Milano Nero manao hasin mixer tap, £99.99,

Big Bathroom Shop. bighathroomshop.couk >

staternent desioner hasin because this is the main frature of the ensuite.”
Now [inished, Kelly is so pleased with the outcome that she says theres nothing she'd change, “I'm
proud that e ma

aged to make a smalllofl ina terraced house feel big and open. [0s lovely knowing
that when we come upstairs each night, we'll alwavs walk into a calm, unfussy room, ready to relax.” »
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ey, from a flec market, offers

pleasing contrast. Radiator.,
Cast Iren Radiators.
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Kelly’s WORDS OF WISDOM

*Co your homework. |
proved fo our architectural
consultant that it was
possible to go bigger with
our loft by looking online af
recent plans that had been
agreed for neighbouring
homes. We were allowed fo
build the dormer an extra
half a metre bigger, which
made d redl difference.
*Mortural materials and o

neutral colour scheme mean

it's easy to do a seasonal
change-over in bedding,
throws and cushions.

*Design the loft for yourself,
| love big landings and

hallways, so we sacrificed
box bedroom becouse it wios
too small for o double by

builder wantyou want. Ours

—were behind us all the way.

fitting the supporting steels
to create as much height as
pessible and using b
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