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Relocating to rural Suffolk during lockdown proved
to be life changing for Emma and Gavin, who created
a new family home and nature-inspired guest retreat

Wovciz Jane Crtenden Frofogrophy James French Shiirg Mardsha Taylot
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mma Adexander had been a north Londoner all her lite and, witha
heetic job in fashion recail, was beginning to feel the pull for a steadier
pave of Tving, Her hushand, Ganvin Crossland, also world ngin Fashion

and i een ultra=ranner, lelta similar pull. “Neither o us had been

o Southwold until Gavin ran an ulira-marathon nearby and Tvisited for
waork,” Emma recalls, “Over dinner one evening we enthused abour the beaury
and cranquillicy of the area and, within a couple of months, weid viewed 13
propertics and had ouroller aceepled on Toad Tall”

Tueked away down aquict lane and swrrounded by countryside, Toad TTall,
which was formerly two dwellings, is about 100 vears old and sits within an acre
of land. "The cottage s in an area of ouestanding natural beauty; has glorious
views and 5 o short drive — or 40-minute walle = from Southwaold beach.

“The property had heen owned Ty an elderly gentleman and was in
challenging shape, but was such an opportundty For us,” sayvs Emma, *We came
here in Tockdown, thinking wed he here for twooweeks, but stayed fornine
months because we all loved it so much. Ies such a peacetul place 1 be - a real

?Z ¢ F ACTS retreat from che world - and the experience changed us”
The three-bedroom cottage had all the space the family needed, but the

i Enei e e oo rooms felt unhalanced: the ot door opened staight inea eeeplion room
Who? Ernma Alecardst her and the kicehen-diner was wide hut notvery deep. Upstairs, the lare L-shaped
ki ol e o] main becroom seretched from che frontto the back of the house and wol up far
and their children, Groee,
16 tonr much space,

e renewvetion and
axtenson of aovictonan g
Bl orvisiting in later years with their families,” says Emma, “My downtime is all

W wanted (o ereate a long-term houwse forour danghiters, Grace and Ruby,

so theyd always feel like they had a home, whether on their own, with parcners,

oG

auest s about conking, so we made plans w have a beautiful spen-plan entertaining
Where? MNear Sourbweolo, Suffollk space that carried on w the caside and a kichen that worked seamlesshy:”
Cost? Arounc £500,000 Thi o rupk‘ reworhed the ];1:.'( sl with an architeet, creating three ensuite

hedronms, wirning one ol the reception roms into an entreanee halland >
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carving outa seetion or an oflice. The main transfoemation, however, was
extending the kicchen with a picched roof and metal-framed glazing,

“We kept the cottage’s tradicional appearance at the froncwith a dark, cosy
sitting e, butwe wanted the back w be bright and Tight and have as much
glass as possible, so we could hring the outside in,” Emma explains,

By the time the building work got started, the couple had Gallen in Tove with
the cotage and its location = and aken a leapol Taith, They'd decided o oonvert
the criple garage into a yoga studio, build an outside kicchen and five guest
lercdes, * The decision was che start of a new chaprers Gavin gave up his job and
now manages Toad Hall Lodges,” says Emma, “We both feel a real connection

wrnature here and wanted w ereate a retreal l“pl‘ﬁi'l Wi |i]1'I1J|l] L5Ls,

The green window frames and dooes of the Indges are mirrored inside the
house, most notably in the kirchen, and the colour was inspired by the stone

cottages of the Cotswolds, “We thoughrsoft green looled Tovely with che stone,”

Frnmma explains, “sowent o a similar lone but with more vibraney.”
The use ol areen hecame inlt‘glu] o the kitchen, where the cahinet 1y
painted in Lietle Greenes Borinadon Green from the National Trust collection.
“Being in nature is important for our wellbeing and we wanted w bring tha
feeling inside,
For ease, Emma decided t geta handmade kicchen, designed and made by
alocal furniture maker. “Timmediateh connected with Grahame Bolum - he's

a ik
explains Emma,

askillul furniture maker and worlwd with me on the door design and Tivoud,”

s mostly

she says. “The whole process felt personal and we got just what we wanted,
including a second kitchen, where we hide all the noisy equipment and mess so
we can have a true entertaining space.”

Warm neutrals and earthy tmes are the backdrop here and thronghout the
cottage, where plain walls are decorated with green or warm underwmes, “The
neutrals lean towards my love of simple Scandi desion,” says Emma, “butwith
nooriginal period feanures, we decided to be more experimental chan usual,
bringing in interesting textures and fun, quirky extiles, artand dles” And the
reclaimed terracotta makes a statement as soon as vou enter the cottage,

“When [ came across the |1uta|grhn<|].t;, reclaimed from a house in France, we
were oth delighted, as we Towve interesting shapes and pattermns,” she says, * The
look s maximalist hut noc in way thacs busy or clashes.”

Elsewhere, Emma sought out British brands such as Thomas Crapper
sanitaryware and geometric textiles from Margo Selby, Linwood and House of
Hackney, The radiators are also British-made, from Zehnder Charlesuon, with
interesting finishes of texoured brass, anthracie and copper.

The couples project took two vears w complete and now they welcome
suests o stay in the idyllic location, to, “All the changes we've made in che
roltage have heen aboul commecting us w the Tandscape and creating a calm,
homest place o be)” says Enma “Tlove my Kicchen the mostand, with all the
amazing produce from the farms around us, it just males me want o cool,
conls, eonl! We feel very blessed.” >
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"WE CAME IN
LOCKDOWN,
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BE Ft t F
TWO WEEKS, BUT
STAYED FOR N|NF
MONTHS AS WE
ALL LOVED IT SO
MUCH"
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Retreat Tood ~all Lodo
Building contractor MNak R Buildors
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A pplicnces

Windoms 0 50
Terracotta floor tiles Heilage Coormas
hertag i

Bathroom files &
Bathroom Thorma:
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SHOP THE LOOK

1 Flomal Patterned Tosh Mix e, £3119
per sy m, Porcelain Superstore
porcelainsuperstore.co.uk 2 Sedoe Green
wood paing, £20per 50ml, Thormdown Paints
thorndown.couk 3 Knightshridge [eather Sofa,
S,193, Cros 8 Con coxandeox.co.ulk 4 Crofl
Coteo Hexagon tile, L7245 per sq m, Porcelain
Superstore, as before 5 [sland Breeze Large Storage
Bookease, in Farmow & Balls :cmliing Apple
green, £710, The Painted Furniture Compamy
thepainted furnitureco.couk 6 Small Yakira
mirror, £225, Nkuku nkuku.com
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