ith the interiors of this
in the making, an archit

i Jane Critkenden cloorpty Andrew Beasley

Eye-catching steel
framed glazing
amphasises the
asymmeatrical feature
rool and zones the
room. A simple palette
of materials and colours
fone in with the rest of
the house with a matt
finish fo the microcement
walls, from Dallo Manao.
plus in the ook flooring
and Silestans worktops,
supplied by GSB Building.
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n gave Karen

LA § v

Finking the living room

adds volume fo the

space. The sofa, from ,
Roft, is angled to look
back through fo the
kitchen and aulside.
Micracement, Dallo [
Iano; radiators,
Bisque: chandelier,
Soho Home.

The FACTS

ferbuying adetached 19305 house with good tansportlinks areentral Tondon for theirjobs, Karen
Dimiteiou, a childien’s clothes designer, and her trader hushand, Paul, cook their time betore embarking
ona large priject that included an L-shaped single-storey rear extension,

“The previous owners had added space on the side as well as a conservatory, but all the rooms were
separated with Tow ceilings and Tots of darks word,” laren recalls, ™ We wanted o open everything up

aned e out to the hack but not until we could afford wmale o dramatic

The couple tempurarily painted the old Kiwhen Tight arey and over and hrought

the restof the howse up o date hefore starting the works on their generous rear extension. Karen

explains how their journey began when they spoke to G5B Building

Where did the project start?

“Asa clothes designer, [ ove interiors wo, so [d been planning our kitchen extension for 12 years, [ wanted

a large entertaining space, with steel-framed glazing as the number ome priority, By the time we were ready to start,

[ Tl mocdhoards and Paul sister sueeested we chat oGS 1 Building as they'd worked woether previously,
[z 0] Exl - A o

Tshomed them my ide
bue [ wanted something a bit ditferenc. They recommended Granit Avchitectuve + Inteviors, who we discovered
had des

low inside and told them T didn'cknow exacdy hose Twanted the architeeture wrlook,

uned some amazing projects - we really liked the way they played wich ditferent materials and ereared

interesting spaces. | thoughe our project might be wo small for them but they were happy o akeus on” >
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What ideas were on your moodboards?

“Iike the industrial Tool but [ needed a solter tale on s to complement
the 1930s house, So rather than going hatcered and ¢
along the lines of Soho Farmhouse, bringing in wextures such as nacural

ic, I was thinking

wouod fooring and microcement walls to soften the harder elements of the
framud glass and metal. Decortively, the open-plan room hadd o fow with
the rest ol the house, This is made ap ol lowe neucrals, so Thept the palete

and all the swrlaces hive a mat linish,

tghtwith eolowr and mater
Having this idea set in my mind so long ago, which 1 stll love and is still
relevantin interiors today, assures me ics a look that will last.”

How did Granit respond to your brief?

W wanted asense ol space and Tight and Granit came hack with an
asymmetric rool design, which we thought was brilliant - particularly as
itcomplemented my idea of a sunken Tounge, Tere, the extension projects

out further than the rest of the new building and gives us views of the
warden on two sides, 1 love how the team pur the framed glazing at the

heart of the de:

0, which folliws the slope of the roof, The highest point

is 3.5m = its like a sculprore.”

How did you decide where to buy the kitchen?

“Wewent tosee a few companics but because some of the cupboards necded
to he speeific sizes - for example the banle of three with doors that slide
hack - quotes were exeortionate, In che end, 1drew the Kitehen on Adobe
Hustrator, designing shaker-soye caphoards and planning ou the shebes
and compartments Toeeded inside. GSE worled out the sizing amd huilt

everything and this proved very cosc eflective.”

Were there any challenges in the project?
“ wanted to make a feature of the structural steel bea
the range condier lad w be incacertain place for the extractor o ficand

s1 that meant

{or cupboards to be symmetrical on either side. Recessing Blinds into the
sloping ceiling was the higaest headache, so they sithorizontally across the
wp of the dooes and we've left the angled elass above uncovered. Apart from
delavs and difficalties with the window supplier, the build wene smoothly
and was done in six months, plus we were able to stav in the house
thronghout, GSE dida hrilliant job - they made the kitchen come o life,”

Any compromises?

“We couldin't have underfloor heating beeause the haoiler was in the utility
roam at the hack of the eld sarage and notconnected to the Kicchen.
Running the pipes would have meant taking up the original parquet, which
wiontled have heen expensive, ]1|u.~: we didn't want to ruin the floor, Instead,
we have chunky Bisque radiators made wa hespoke size so they do the job
properly. We were coing o paint che Kiwhen in Farrow & Ball’s Railings,
but colour-matched instead. Doing this means vou'll never get preciscly the
same shade, bue it worked in our Favour, We're south-wese facing and with
all the glass we sera lotef lighe, which makes the kiwchen ook deep black or
mare ofa charcoal grev depending on the time of day.”

What's been the biggest success?

“Ies a puesy thing wadd an unusual extension onoe the back of vour home,
because chere's always the worry that it might noc appeal wother penple
ityou sell. Weve had nothing but positive comments from fricnds, as well
as friends of friends. [n fact, some have been inspived o he more creative

in their own projects, which is testimony o Granits design and GSBs
attention todetail, The cuteome i= fabulows, we lose it all, The room has
added soomuch mare o our lives” »

e N

o
ﬁ Baspoke cupboards

raach the ceiling for
o clean look without
pelmets, Doors, G528
‘puilding; paintfor
s milcm_fry Farrow & Baill.

work surfaces o
susde finish in fhe

The islond bock panel,
supplied and fitted

by GSE, was inspirad
byihe lock of the
cooker hood. from
Fazer, Barstools,

Viva Lagoon.

OF WISDOM

Gaother as many images as passible from
magazines, Instagram and Pinterest. The
anchitect and builder you work with are
visual people and will understand what you
want if you show them. Also include what
you don't like.

Get advice from Instagrammers. | loved
the grey microcement wall on someone’s
page and cheekily asked if she could fell
me which Farrow & Ball colour was the
closet match. It meant | could be assured it
was the right shade.

Don't be afraid to change your mind.
Although making dll 1he decisions before
you start means managing your budget
better if something doesn't feel right, then
speak up straighfaway.

HOMES | 5D

Maonochrome floar
files. from Bert & Moy,
have a reclaimed.
worn look faf's
forgiving in the high
= g frafiic area.
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The formal dining room
sads off the sunken living
raom. Darkar decorafions
in Farow & Ball's Railings
is 0 deliberale confrast

to the lighter naw space
yat ties in with the kitchen.
Table and chairs, for iy
similar. try Vinterior, 5

The large exponse of
stealframed glazing
lests in planty of noturcl
light. Floering, for sirmilar,
try Havwoods.
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'SOURCEBOOK -

DESIGN

The PLANS

nrernors U2l 7L | k.. 41l
Building work, joinery, cak
floaring, kitchen, worktops

Microcement (3) i o on he o
FESAET dallry 2 L-shaped layout
Appliances . Fies redemire o
‘1) 0 the exterded wol
h 4 Cupboard trio
12O SECCe OnG Noa

SHOP THE LOOK

1'leebal two-light apal ceiling pendant, £129, Lighes & Lamps.
lightsandlamps.com 2 Goodrich raw oak engineered flooring, £113
per s m, Wondpecker, wood peckertlooringeoulk 3 Dodie paint,

£32 lor 25 livres, Coat coatpaints.com 4 Retromix Cube medium dles,
49,75 persq m, London Tile Co. londontile.co.ulk
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