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WHEN LESS

OSING se to create a mezzanine and
double-height window gave the dark ground floor
of this terraced house a new ledise of n‘u

= Jane Crittenden 000y Jim Stephensan
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Who? -
Ande

lter deciding to sell their Tat, Suvin Du Bois, a comsultant lor about mewing the kitchen-diner downstairs, ot were worm, We Toved the lirst
tech startups, and her NTTS programme manager husband, Monr = itwas so spacious and unusual and we didn’owant w lose its X Factor”
Andre Lotz, were delighted to find chis 1970s wraced properey U the other hand, updacing the pround foor didn’t seem a big enough change,
close to the high street and the Thames, “We had no idea what as weid still have w come through a bedroom te ao into the garden, We broughe
toexpect,” Suyin recalls, “The ground Hoor was dark and o Nimi and Tim at Nimtim Architecrs and talked these concerns through,”
7 Hlnp]mml]n“hnl‘lal followed Andre upstairs, he turned around and smiled
"||| ] ! b = [lanew this howse was going o be special.” They were Blown away by the How did you find working with architects?
‘ - elevated open-plan kichen-living-diner with big windows and twao generous “Nimi and Tim live in a Mid-century house similar co ours and have worked on
” i double bedrooms and bathroom above, The house only ever had one owner a number of projects with a strong contemporary flavour” savs Andee,“They
I . ok | vt anl, as a resule, had kept is original 19700 charm, “There were shag pile carpets were enchusiastic and respeeted chat our renovacion was a big deal forus, They
and the original avocado bathmom,” Andre recalls, *When we moved in, we were alsovery patient = we spent two vears on the design.” Suyin adds: *Td had
first updated this and putina shower as well as decorating the bedmoms.” adouble-heighe look inmy mind fora while = we thought it was a bit ez,

Here, the couple explain why they did a signilican | renovation a few years laer.. Bl Nimni and Tirm came back wich a desipn that resolved all ol our problems,

Aswell as extending, we cut back some of the Frst Hoor o ereate a mezzanine,

.chr:lihactma MNi-

Why did you decide to do the project? swapping space around and gaining more by reducing the size of the sarage,
| “We rarely used the ground floar, which had an integrated garage and a cold, The double-height curtain wall of glass really draws light into the room,”
] darle room at the back with a sofa bed and desk, ys Andre, “We were wasting
| space and felt disconnected t the outside, hecause this was our only access 10 What were your ideas for the kitchen?
the parden.” Suvin adds: “The ground foor stepped back from the festsworey “Nimtim created a rough plan, including the hob run, island, and all units,
v b and owr neighbours had excended w hring the twoin Jine. We thought which Tused to puc wgether the final desien hefore taking it w Naked Kitchens, >
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The design simplicity of he
circular table from Made
avokes o Mid-century lock.
Chairs, John Lewis &}Gﬁners.

[didnwantic o look oo formal, so chose an oal design with doverail join drawers and
cut-out cireular handles, with some tmits painced the same grey as the walls to blend in,”

savs Suyin, *The extractor is hidden in a cupboard, too, We nearly chose a pink concrete

waorkip but the thinnest depth was 30mm = and Pmsmall and wanted the connters 1o

Deas Tow as possible, sowe went lor 30mm quartz”

How about the bedroom and ensuite upstairs?
s the first floor was ane hig space we were able to play around with the internal walls,”
Andre explains. “The hedroom naturallv slotted into the spot where the litchen had been

andd we designed the ensuite as a shower voom with a palete ol wind, arey and pink.”

Can you tell us about the finishing touches?

“Thearchitecture is a talking point and we didn'twant tocrowd this outwith hold
colours,” savs Suyin, “We chose an understated grey scheme, advised by Farrow & Ball
colour congultant Joa Studholme, Picking riles was the hardest decision = the kitchen,
ensuite and encrance all influenced one another = and we were nervous about the big
splashbach. Then we siw Diecorums Are ile and leved the Mid-century ook, choosing
a soft pink fora modern tale on che 705, The bespole full-height bookease is one of my
favourite things - 1love it We have lots of hooks, it lovely to be able to look ac them.”

What's it like living here now?
“We can't helieve how heautiful our hous

= Suyin. “We Tove that we were ahle
Lo keep the open-plasn look and we've ained so much light in the peocess. [was a big

decision o goover our hudget on this bolder Tavout, huewe'ne so glad we tools the risk.” >
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Bespoke shelhing, made by the
couple's buildars, accentuateas
the volume of the double helght
space and is one of Suyin's
favourie leatures, Sofa, Sit and
Sleep: wall lights, Atorm Inferiors.
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WORDS OF WISDOM

Plan for the future. Quotes for the double-height space were more
than our budget, We did an imaginary walk-through of our daily lives
with and without the big change and knew we'd be disoppointed if
we didn’t take the plungs,

Graph paper is useful for space planning, We found hand-drawing
ideas for the kitchen layout much easier than using an online design tool.
Make all your decisions upfront - aven small detalls such as handles -

s0 once you're on site you don’t hold the project ug.

Make lots of lsts, To keep on frack, we came To site with Things we
wanted to check, plus our concerns and questions. We kept the pravious
meeting's notes ta make sure we didn't forget anything.

Use o colour consultant, Tne advice reqssured us that the paint shades
wauld waork in each reom individually and together In the whole house.
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“w Tre archiect-designed
v kilebrer, Jsing units fore

aked Kilehens, mixss ok
crd painec cJpbogds with

cupboards were pa
the same as fne walls in o
colour-match fo Farow &
Bqlzs Cornforth White, =
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floar tiles 1o
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Isouthbourne mireor, L1200, CGarden Trading.
gardentrading.co.uk 2 Bodo pendant in light grey,
L9894, Diswsing £ Revnolds. dowsingandreynolds.
com 3 Palm Springs poreelain tles in pins, £66 per
som, Porcelain Superstone. poreelainsuperstore.coulk

4 Faris Grey paint, L4993 foe 2.3 litres, Annic
Sloan. anniesloan.com 5 Weathered oal stool,

L163, Rose ¢ Girey, roseandprev.co.ule
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