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YASMIN AMIR-ANSARAI AND JOHN BARTON turned the
unloved garden into a smart green space to enjoy all year roun
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they love - be it a cushion, a painting or a plant.
This helps me gain aninsight into who they are
and how they like to live,” she explains. “Yasmin
chose pictures of lovely French-style gardens
with grey architectural framed doors, and

views through the glass. | coud see she was
drawn towards structural planting with lots of
evergreen texture too."

ENTERTAINING SPACE

Yasmin placed the main eating area further back
in the sunniest part of the garden, complemented
by a patio near the dining room doors to catch
the last of the sun at the end of the day.

Without a lawn, the paving needed careful
consideration. “ love the colour of Yorkstone
and that the slabs are large and not uniform in
size,” says Yasmin. “They were expensive, and |
did look at other, cheaper options, but | decided
they would be a long-term investment and I'd
always regret itif | didn't use them.”

London Yellow Stock bricks, to match the
house, have been used to build the retaining
wall where the garden changes level. A survey

“He wanted lo use evergreens
in a simple structural way that
we could enjoy all year round”
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highlighted a waterlogged area that wo,
drainage along the edge of the new pati
Louisa recommended a range of stylis
covers, supplied by Lateral Design Studic
“ had o idea drain covers coulc
good,” says Yasmin. “We can see t
our house so it's much nicer to look out
something stylish. Louisa also suggest
cedar shingles on the new shcd roof, pa
outside and plant around. T made
difference to look out on tc

WHITE ROSES
Davids crewbegan the grou-Hworks in
2015, removing the rubbish, .ilding the
tetaining wall,and laying the <Iabs. A cc
months later the planting bega:
¥Iwented lots of evergreens with dif
textures and leaf shapes. Louisa convince
to have white roses, and now I'm really ple
she did because they look so pretty wh
they're in bloom,” says Yasmir
Thirty shrub roses were planted, along w
climbing roses, which fan against the fer
white - as are nearly all the flowers in the
= enhancing the green hues in the leaf)
The roses add a structural element to the g
as they bloom from May to the end of the y¢
Structure also comes from the evergres
with formal topiary box hedges and clipp
box balls chosen to reflect Yasmin's love

French gardens. Scented winter box, daphn

n davidii and everg
eme, providing the link bet
snd spring flowers for a c
y all year
Tall Amelanchier
and shed, with wh
autumn colour - along ite anemones
and white penstemons. inter approaches,
the evergreens carry on filling the ) with
their textured g ves. Then spring brings
white tulips, the unfurling le f
scented daphne blooms, follow
hydrangea Annabelle’ and the ‘lc
Louisa’s planting pays attention to the sunny
and shaded beds too. Penstemons and roses
thrive in the sun, while anemones and ferns

prefer shade and grow under the trees. The
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