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Going green with your flooring isn’t as hard as you | Lk cent?ﬂ:ﬁ?f:::iﬂ 5
might think - Reclaim explores the options L | constructourpublic buildings
and homes and sometimes the
timber would be shipped in from
cold climates, like North America
and the Baltics. These slow-
| T : growing trees produced a strong,

| 3 o R e 1 tight grain, made more resilient
hoosing the flooring for vour home is an important . e bR 1 z
decision and, if yvou want to be environmentally My 15 |
Iriendly, needs careful consideration. Reclaimed
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Parquet-Parquet, says they
regularly source pitch pine and
oeech wood blocks, with tropical
hardwoods - such as panga,
Rhodesian teak and Rhodesian
mahogany - harder to find. ‘After
World War Il there was ashortage
of British timber so agreat deal
of wood came from our African
and Asian colonies, she explains,
Parguet and planks tend to be
sourced from public buildings
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over time, "Years of seasoning
_ ¥ _ Y et S makes reclaimed floorboards

' B | much more stable than buying
wood and tiles are fairly easy to come by and have i

the added charm of their provenance and history.

new, explains Wayne Caoleman, that are being demolished or
owner of Reclaimed Floorboards updated, like schools and
UK.‘They arelesslikelytoshrink  churches, while The Reclaimed
or expand and result in a density Flooring Company also source
of colour and grain.’ from demolished factories,

Specialist companies sell and warehouses, mills and railways
crafted from reclaimed or recyeled materials. Here, we : ) AL . : . | i ii}ﬁtal! rEﬂamTEd P ot l: > uLTTﬂ:gf;ﬂﬂh
discover what's available. I[“:ﬁ:”EEEIEEIEIIIEI[f :.hue?;hﬂ —— 0 like Eco Flooring UK, who can rance gin
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Every tloor tells its own narrative through worn and _ B e : _ Reclaimed wood is essential for
weathered markings resulting in a unique patina that o 1. ' authenticity if you're undertaking
won't be repeated. Or, you could go the sustainable | —— | ' | 3 restoration project

route with new flooring sourced from fast-regenerating ] |
trees or plant fibres, then decorate with handmade rugs |
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ars of seasoning makes reclaimed floorboards
much more stable than buying new’

o

ECiaimed wood

also cut planks into narrower
pieces to make chevron and
herringbone patterns. Root
around a saivage yard, like
Retrouvius, and you might turn

up a gem or contact E:mmmmtty

Wood Recycling who can advise
on where to find your local wood
recycling centre.

Pine and oak are the most

_ common reciaimedboards=
! -Ca_nagian.ﬁrﬁaﬁt:mmmr

Dougas fir and French 0ak, to
name a few. Sara Cox, director of

of England.

‘Some of the most unusuai
wood we've sourcedis
200-year-old pine from
American Amish communities
and mid-century reclaimed pine

| from cotton mills in Manchester,’

says Andres Felipe Uprimny,
marketing director of The
Eedﬂtmed Flooring Company.
The firm also make their own
‘biend of hard wax oil using
naturalingredients, giving a
Victorian hand-waxed finish.
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T0P TIP

Inspect reclaimed wood or tiles
first-hand rather than buy based on a
picture you've seen online - then you can
check the whole pack is as good a quality
as the top layer. Hire a recommended
tradesperson w ho knows what the.ﬂ,r*re
doing and can advise on the quantl‘ty
required. ‘An inexperienced floor fitter
might rejecta reclaimed board because
of its appearance, whereas we work with
every board we supply,’ says Emma
canderson, director of Eco Flooring UK,

This Victonan pee adds instan!

character o & modern extension

in g period home
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rReclaimed tiles

Reclaimed floor tiles have a
similar provenance, sourced
from France, Spain andin
the UK, where they were
originally used in grander
buildings, like stately homes,
churches and cathedrals.
Brick, limestone, terracotta
and clay quarry tiles are

repair existing floors, and
companies like The Vintage
Floor Tile Company can work
with a photo to be sureofa
match. They also provide a
restoration service. 'We
clean up the reclaimed tiles

and canmake a floor lookas “

thoughit's always been

there,’ says director Fiona: i

I L ‘g o . | readily available, as are the
St dww‘;;:_%ﬂ{;h -. i . | e S .. i - pattemed qegmetrics of the
. W . : : | Victorian and Edwardian

encaustic clay floor tiles.
Often these are sourced to

Triplow. ‘We can also o P2 =
customise a pattern based b (orcamet hasits roots in the husk
on floor pictures the O fooonuts, a hand-spun option with
customer likes." O highly textured feel
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' Youprefer to be green and new,
amboo flooring should be on your
st because jt's fast-growing and
tante harvested within threeto

| f‘ﬁars. Look out for companies
like *Imply Bamboo, who source

L-: "Materials from strictly

Onitored forests.
oK liranuther great eco choice
o :: 't comes from the bark of
s J, Oak tree, so the tree
i E:Eﬁﬁ to be cut down. The
e D;‘ 5: harvestedﬁ every nine
bl m.}and each time the tree
'€ Carbon dioxide than

al t
ork TFJ Nelp regenerate. Siesta
“liles seflg natural and

five
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coloured cork floor tiles, so there's
plenty of choice to suit your scheme.
If carpet is more your thing, then
you might want to consider 100 per
cent biodegradable sisal, seagrass,
coir and jute from sustainable
farms where plant fibres are made
into coarse yarns - juteis ready to
harvest within four to six months.
Check out therangeat Sisal &
Seagrass, who sell st carpets
and rugs, and also a
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ol (ooring UK ecoflooringuk.com
| cﬂ ;riendly Tiles ecofriendlytiles.co.uk
t::_:i & Kresse alvisandkresse.com
- ;;;aked Flooring Company
--'..-]*-;edfIﬂmrint_}-flﬂ-”“
4 ;_'i-]fQLIE't parquet parquet-parquet.co.uk
;;.;er.]airned Floorboards UK
rg.u::!airnedflunrhuardsyk*cu.uk
‘Retrouvius retrouvius.com
- gecond Nature Online
=:;:!:_ondnaturecnline.m‘uk

giesta cork siestacorktiles.co.uk
\ gimply Bamboo simplybamboo.co.uk
- gjsal & Seagrass sisalandseagrass.co.uk
The Reclaimed Flooring Company
-aclaimedflooringco.com
~The Vintage Floor Tile Company
thevintagefloortilecompany.co.uk

§ 4 WS “

b e el e L A

. H P iy
s i

e

i A 'i!

= %
o

PR g

. . I'.:'h,-: T . k €
iy A | ﬁ"-;}a. ¥
5 .'..h.. AT e '.-'I".i-._. =i - e -___ v ‘ = 5 --.r' ]
Wi ik -
A braided rug made from

—_—
]

a1 ey
Ryt hnchonis i i

e e s
e t o T .
upcycled fabric 1s an

et

economic way to add warmfh .
and texture to hard floors

[ —— o=

-

P, W A
et

= g
i ﬁl-mt* - - i L e, e i ‘-ll-"‘--':ﬂ'\-‘“I .

T T b = R Lk e o, el

A S R,

= L L e ey

P e P =]
—
i P

2]

R N e i
- Tl b e e

bt and araetical chaile
: . E daroraiive gl fravtie Liv
s ':'“-rd-é.i'i'tg';mg ﬁ.‘f;'i.u- ; It ey S
- e h-‘l:"ﬁ- _-.::' '\-:.-i"." e ] I'-'q"u'llli:‘? -\-!'-:i:!ri.rhj I-‘uEU
R T N g parquet tio
! 'I'-_'l.. 1 S L
well tg awkaard Spaces
b
5 1K

A
=Ty e
o s e L e e b g R I g
ek '

T R AN e |
L - E i i e

B AT

B
]
(2

'|. d
St

& ¥ . 3 - .. [
S e R =
¥ Ty . J'hd



